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CONFIDENTIAL 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
SYRIA PART 10 


VY 101 I/I No, 1 

SYRIA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1955 

Sir John Gardener to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. I Received January 30} 

(No, 16, Confidential) Damascus, 

Sir, January 24, 1 956 

With reference to Lord Salisbury's circular despatch No. 078 of the 9th of 
September, 1953,1 have the honour to submit the following rev iew of events in Syria 
for the year 1955, together with an annex giving a chronological summary of the 
year's principal events, 

2. Internally the year has been a period of political instability. The Right- 
wing Government of Fares el Klioury disintegrated at the beginning of February 
as a result of personal rivalries which embittered relations between the two coalition 
parties. Populists and Nationalists, The inability of these two Right-wing parties 
to agree has been a continuing feature of the political scene and has given the Left 
opportunities to extend their influence. It has also led to strange alliances such as 
that between the Nationalists, the Baath Socialists and the Democratic hhc of 
independents w r hich permitted the formation of a coalition under Sahri Assail to 
succeed the Government of Fires el Khoury. Snbri Assail, however, was 
overshadowed in many respects by his Foreign Minister, Khaled el Azm. who, in 
spite ol his background as a feudal landlord, had attracted to his personal following 
a group of independent Deputies willing, as he was himself, to work closely with 
the Left-wing Ba a th-Socialist Party led by At ram Haurani. There is no doubt that 
Khaled cl Azm was dominated by his ambition to succeed Hashem Alassi as 
President of the Republic and leadership of the l eft must have appeared a 
promising way of realising this ambition, 

3. Throughout the summer, effective power lay in the hands of Sabri Assail 
(a Nationalist}, Khaled el Azm, Akram Haurani (chief of the Ba’uth-Sociahsl bloc ) 
and General Shuqair who reflected the political views of the army. The army, 
which despite their claims to the contrary continued to play a part in politics after 
the overthrow of General ShtshaktLs regime, became particularly active after the 
murder of Colonel Malkt in the spring. The army was, and still is, split into political 
factions of which the most important numerically is that of the Nationalists, Their 
political thought, such as it is, is based on the emotions common to most young 
countries, namely, jealousy of their newly-acquired independence and suspicion of 
the motives of the great powers. They are divided and exercise no particular 
political influence save perhaps as a brake on the more Left-wing army group. 
There arc a number of Communist officers and senior NATOs, in the army, but they 
arc unobtrusive and work through the officers belonging to the Ba'ath-SociftM 
Party. This group, the most cohesive and influential in the army, is composed of 
middle and lower-class officers who hold the neutralist and vaguely progressive 
views professed by that party. Colonel Malki was Then leader and after his death 
they exploited to the full the opportunity given them to cripple their opponents, 
notably the Parti Populate Syrien, while claiming that they were defending Syria 
against an imperialist plot to overthrow the existing regime. 

4. The unstable nature of the coalition under Sabri Assail gave added 
importance to the election of the President of the Republic which took place in 
August. On the eve of the election the Right-wing Populist Party and constitutional 
bloc agreed to vote for Shukri Quwally, the Nationalist candidate, who thus had 
sufficient parliamentary' support to defeat the candidate of the Left, Khaled cl Azm. 
The attitude of the army was in some doubt although it was clear that, as far as 
personalities went, Khaled el Azm was the more acceptable. On the other hand the 
Saudis were backing Shukri Quwatly, who had lived off their money during his years 
of exile in Egypt, and Shukri Bey himself had gone out of his way to conciliate the 
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army, furthermore, it is believed that the French also lent him their support when 
it became dear that the francophile K. haled el Aim, whom they had originally 
supported, could no longer hope to win. It now seems certain that at the time of 
the election General SJushakJi returned clandestinely to Damascus, although it is 
difficult to see what his plans were. Perhaps they were no more definite than the 
intention to fish in the troubled waters which might result from the election of a 
President unacceptable to the army. If so, the army’s acceptance of Shukri Quw&tly 
deprived him of I his opportunity, 

I he President is, l believe, sincerely anxious to reduce Left-wing 
influence in the army and in Syria generally. His difficulty, however, is that the 
Saudis, whose pensioner he is, are consistently backing the Left whose opposition to 
the Bagdad Pact coincides with their own policy. He also has to be careful not to 
antagonise the influential Left wing in the army. Furthermore, (here is the 
undeniable fact that the Left has gained strength as a result of the increased standing 
enjoyed by the Soviet Union. Communism has now become respectable and Syrians 
w'ho in the past shunned the Russian Embassy and Khaled Bikdash, the Communist 
Deputy, now visit the Embassy and do not mind being seen talking to Bikdash in 
public. It is not difficult to trace the reasons for this popularity. In the first place 
the Soviet Union has the advantage of having no * k imperialist history in the Arab 
world and is at present following a policy of support for nationalist movements all 
over the world. Yet more important, the Soviet Union has come out strongly on 
the Arab side in the Arab-Is nidi dispute. The ofer of arms to Egypt 'was 
interpreted in Syria as a gesture of friendship to the Arabs as a whole and, 
ridiculous though it may seem, a number of Syrians attribute the new Russian line 
to genuine repentance for [heir former support of Israel. The countries of the Soviet 
hhc have flattered Syrian pride by their impressive display in the Damascus Fair 
and I fear that only a smalt minority of Syrians show any sign of resisting the growth 
of Russian political and economic penetration. Certainly the reaction has not yet 
been strong enough to cause the members of the two Right-wing parties, the 
Nationalists and the Populists, to set aside their petty feuds and jealousies. There 
has, however; been Some talk that the Baalh lArab revival) section of the Ba'ath- 
Socialist coalition may resume its freedom partly on account of personal differences 
between the leaders and partly owing to the present policy of hostility to Iraq which 
forms part of the Ba'ath conception of the Fertile Crescent. 

6, Syrian foreign policy during the year has therefore been marked by a 
steadily increasing espousal of Left-wing policies, even although paradoxically the 
most Obvious development was her definite alignment with the reactionary 
Governments of Saudi Arabia and Egypt, ft was left to the wealthy Saudi Arabia 
and the militarily, culturally and politically more important Egypt to make the 
running at first. A joint declaration by the three countries announcing their 
intention to conclude a tripartite pact was published on the 6th of March, but it was 
not until October that the SyrianTgypiian military pact was signed. The delay was 
due to the tactics of Sabri Assail who preferred alliance with Iraq and who 
constantly stressed the economic importance of that country to Syria. By this pact 
Egypt gained considerable influence in Syrian military affairs, and as the Syrian 
army dominates Syrian internal politics, in that realm also. The only corresponding 
advantage for Syria is the doubtful one that Egypt is now bound fas she was in any 
cose as a member of the Arab I caguc) to come to the aid of Syria if attacked. 

7, The banner under which (his alliance rallied was opposition to the Bagdad 
Pact. The pact was portrayed to Syria by Egyptian and Saudi propaganda as an 
effort to seduce the Arab countries away from their preoccupation with Israel, and 
to consolidate and extend Western influence in (he Arab world under the pretext 
of countering Soviet aggressive designs Th^ fa No in tern relation was reinforced 
in the Syrian mind by events in Jordan following General Tempter's visit and there 
were demonstrations in Damascus and elsewhere against Glubb Pasha, the Bagdad 
Pact, Iraq and ourselves. Kmc Hussein also came in for criticism, and the only 
people of whom Syrian propaganda approved were those demonstrators in Jordan 
who faithfully followed the Saudi-Egypfian line, 

s. It was largely this uncompromising alignment with Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
which caused the deterioration in Syria’s relations with the Lebanon towards the 
end of the year. Desultory discussions on economic and military agreements bad 
been dragging on for some time, bedevilled bv the problem of Lebanon's reluctance 
to hand over members of the Parti Populate Svrien who had taken refuge following 
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Colonel Maiki s murder. The Syrians also suspected that Lebanese opposition to 
the Bagdad Pact was half-hearted in some quarters and reports appeared in the 
Syrian press denouncing this as treachery to the Arab cause. In spite of pressure 
by the overbearing Syrians, the Lebanese continual to stand firm, and the matter 
was still undecided at the year's end. Evidently the Lebanon wished to remain 
neutral in the battle of the pacts in spile of Syrian efforts to force her into 
the Egyptian orbit. 

9. Given this atmosphere it was natural that Syrian relations with the 
Hashemite kingdoms should have worsened. Outspoken support for Iraq dwindled 
to nothing, except in the north around Aleppo where economic interests came into 
play. With the press almost completely in Saudi pay, Iraq's ease went by default, 
and no enthusiasm was expressed for the signing of the proposed Syro-Iraqi 
commercial agreement. As far as Jordan was concerned, propaganda in Syria was 
directed at undermining the established authorities so that she too could be led into 
the Cairo-Riyadh-Damascus axis, 

10. However, the practical steps resulting from Syria’s increased friendliness 
towards the Soviet Union and the satellite Powers were cautious. A number of 
commercial agreements were signed, but it remained to be seen what tangible 
benefits would result. Resides greatly enhancing Egyptian prestige in the eyes of 
the hitherto rather a mi-Egyptian Syrians the Russian arms deal by Egypt was 
welcomed as a blow at the Western Powers, However, except for one consignment 
of tanks ordered previously. Syria did not herself follow suit by procuring arms 
directly from behind the Iron Curtain. Indeed Syria entered into negotiations for 
the supply of amis from the United Kingdom, the United States and from France 
which ter min a led in a contract for the supply of seven Meteors, Nevertheless, the 
popularity of the USSR has been rising sharply and a Left-wing Government in 
Syria could no doubt capitalise this sentiment, 

H, Syria's relations with the Western Powers, which should in theory have 
become progressively more strained, in practice remained matter of fact and 
reasonably amicable, France, by relying on her special interests in Syria and 
dissociating herself from the other Western Powers, and particularly from the 
Bagdao Pact, was able to mitigate some of the Syrian displeasure incurred by events 
in North Africa and might even congratulate herself on getting along with both 
Arab world and Israel: but this self-effacement was at the expense of such slight 
influence as France might claim in Syria. The United States Was the object of Syrian 
hostility as a result of suspicions about her connections with Israel, and we suffered 
a similar fate on account of the Bagdad Pact, Yet the Prime Minister's Mansion 
House speech was given a reasonable reception, and welcomed by the more 
responsible politicians as providing a ra> of hope. It was unfortunate that as usual 
the Syrian politicians when it came to the point were unable to put forward any 
realistic suggestions that could possibly have been accepted by Israel, and doubly 
unfortunate that the large-scale Israeli attack on the shore of Lake Tiberias in 
December should appear to have been timed to kill any such proposals by hardening 
the Arab attitude. 

12. From the economic point of view 1955 was not a good year. The scarcity 
of winter and spring rains brought about the partial failure of the wheat and barley 
crops and caused Syria to become a net importer of cereals. I he situation was made 
worse by the precipitate action of the Government and banks who, to counteract 
a trend towards inflation and to minimise possible losses due to the poor wheat crop, 
severely restricted credit. This led to the disruption of trade and a loss of 
confidence, and trading was therefore on a small scale until the sire of the cotton 
crop could be gauged. Hopes of a considerable increase over the previous year’s 
crop were not fulfilled, but even so it was feared that Syria would not find markets 
for her exportable surplus of cotton. However, by the end of the year about half 
had been sold and reasonable prospects for disposal of the remainder led to 
increased market activity. Other factors tn the improved situation were the Saudi 
loan of U.S.SIQ million mid the conclusion of an agreement with the Iraq 
Petroleum Company whereby Syria would receive increased transit dues and a large 
lump sum in settlement of claims for hack payment. 

13 Syria’s economic prospects appear reasonably favourable, but her political 
prospects are not nearly so encouraging. No progress has been made towards 
achieving the internal Stability necessary to enable Syria to play a constructive part 
In reaching a solution of the Palestine problem which is itself a cause of her 
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instability, In the absence of a solution it is only Lo be expected that Syria will 
continue to look towards Egypt for defence against Israel and will welcome the 
Soviet Union s political support Neutralism with a pronounced and growing anti- 
Western bias seems likely therefore to be the basis of Syrian foreign policy in the 
foreseeable future unless the Palestine problem can be solved. 

14, I am sending a copy of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Representatives at 
Amman, Beirut* Bagdad, Bahrain, Washington, Cairo. Jedda, Tel Aviv and to the 
Political Representative with the Middle East Forces. 

I have, &c. 

J. GARDENER. 


Enclosure 

Calendar of Events, 1955 

January 

21 Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs went to Cairo to attend 

conference called by Egypt to discuss Turco-Iraqi Pact, 

22 Parliament passed a law permitting citizens of Arab League States to 

visit Syria without visas, 

31 Foreign Minister accompanied representatives of Lebanon. Egypt and 
Jordan to Bagdad for discussions with Iraqi Prime Minister. 

February 

1 Syria opened negotiations with Iraq Petroleum Company for revision 

of agreement on. payments. Company's representatives returned to 
London for consultations, 

7 Fares el Khoury's Government resigned, 

13 Safer! Assail formed coalition Cabinet of Right-wing Nationalists and 

Left-wing Ba’alh Socialists and Democratic bloc [aidependents, 

14 Visa! of Mr. Erie Johnston for discussions on his plan for the Jordan 

waters. 

24 Sabri Assails Government won vote of confidence. 

2b Major Salah Salem visited Damascus. 

March 

2 Signature of an Egyptian-Syrian agreement intended as a basis for a 

political, military and economic treaty, 

3 Khaled el A/m,the Foreign Minister,and Major Salem went to Amman. 
6 Publication of joint declaration by Egypt, Syria and Saudi Arabia 

announcing their intention to conclude a tripartite pact. 

14 Foreign Minister visited Bagdad, 

23 Eighth Workers' Congress held in Damascus. 

30 Foreign Minister and Chief of Staff went to Cairo to discuss proposed 

tripartite pact. 

31 SyrO'Lebancse Temporary Economic Agreement of March 1953 

extended indefinitely subject to termination at two months’ notice. 

April 

I Parliamentary delegation left for visit to Yugoslavia 
12 Ratification of Arab postal agreement, 

14 Foreign Minister left to represent Syria at Bandung Conference, 

Parliament passed law approving Saudi-Jordanian-Syrian agreement for 
repair of Hcjaz railway, 

22 Murder of Colonel Malki, leader of Left-wing faction in army, by 
member of Parti Populairc Svrien. Large-scale arrests of known 
supporters of P.P S and others opposed to the Left, 

May 

4 Decree passed making the P.P.S. an illegal body. 

1 4 Negotiations between Syria and E.P.C, started again, 

15 Parliament approved establishment of Agricultural Bank with a capital 

of ISyriO million. 
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June 

9 Arrival of Yugoslav parliamentary delegation. 

12 Foreign Minister left for meeting of United Nations an San Francisco. 

While in Paris had consultations with French Government about 
arms supplies. 

16 Export of wheat prohibited because of failure of Syrian crop. 

19 Negotiations with LP,C. suspended, 

27 Minister of National Economy went to Saudi Arabia for economic 
discussions and in the hope of securing a loan* 

July 

Foreign Minister had talk with Secretary of State in London, 

10 Parliamentary delegation left for Russia on official visit, 

15 Arrest of a number of Right-wing and pro-Iraqi army officers accused of 

planning a coup d'etat. 

16 Shukri Quwatly. a former President, returned after spending six years 

in Egypt, 

19 Signature of agreement for Government to buy out French 

concessionary company operating the D.H.P. Railway. 

Aligns! 

3 Visit of Egyptian economic delegation whose purpose was to strengthen 

Syrian-Egyptian economic relations, 

4 Middle East Anti-Locust Conference opened in Damascus. 

5 Parliament accepted recommendation of its Oil Committee Lhat 

Government should take strong action against LP,C- if negotiations 
were not satisfactorily concluded within a month. 

17 Parliament passed 1955 Budget amounting to £Syr.260,570,000. 

IS Shukri Quwatly elected President of the Republic for five-year term* 
defeating K haled el A/m* the Left-wing candidate. 

Khaled el Azrn resigned office as Foreign Minister. 

26 Mr. Dulles, delivered speech on Arab-Israel relations. 

27 i.P.C. negotiators returned to Damascus. 

29 Parliament passed Extraordinary Development Budget for 1955-61 

amounting to £Syr.659.899*613, 

September 

] Agreement signed lor nationalisation of the Institute of Issue and its 
transfer from the EGnquc dc Sync ct du Liban to the Syrian 
Government, 

Opening of Second International Fair at Damascus, 

6 F! as he m Alassi, the retiring President, handed over his powers to Shukri 

Quwatly. Sabri Assali’s Government resigned in accordance with 
Constitution* 

13 Said Uhazzi formed u predominantly Right-wing Government. 

Visit of Mr. Eric Johnston. 

24 Said Gbazzis Government obtained vote of confidence. 

26 I.P.C. opened negotiations with new Government. 

28 Egypt announced arms agreement with Czechoslovakia. General Rajah 

of Egypt said in Damascus that Egypt would supply Syria with 
arms* 

31 Damascus Fair closed. 

October 

2 Syrian, Jordanian and Lebanese Prime Ministers met in Damascus to 
discuss Johnston plan, 

8 Prime Minister went to Cairo for meeting of Arab l eague to discuss 
Johnston plan, 

10 Syrian-Polish trade agreement signed 

20 Signaturc of Sy rla n - Egy p t ia n mil it a r y pa ct, 

Signature of Syrian-Danish Civil Air Agreement 

22 Israeli troops carried out an attack on Syrian territory m area of Jisr 
Buna! Yacoub, 

30 Government re present alive left for New York to negotiate final stage of 

a loan from the International Bank. 
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November 

5 Parliament ratified Syriaik-Egyptian pact unanimously. 

9 Sir Anthony Eden’s speech on Middle East affairs !Mansion House}. 
Minister of National Economy signed a trade agreement with Saudi 

Arabia in Jedda and a second agreement for a loan of $10 million 
by Saudi Arabia to Syria. 

10 Signature of Syrian-Italian trade and payments agreement. 

16 Signature of Syrian-Russian trade and payments agreement. 

21 Syria and USSR agreed to raise status of their diplomatic missions to 
embassies. 

27 Signature of Syrian-East German trade and payments agreement. 

30 Signature of Syrnn-Chinese trade and payments agreement. 

December 

5 Parliament ratified agreement reached with f.P.C on November 29. 

H Instruments of ratification of United Kingdom-Syrian Civil Air 

agreement exchanged in London. 

|] Israeli troops attacked Syrian positions near Lake Tiberias 

13 Syria protested to the Security Council against Israeli attack. 

IS Compulsory military service extended from eighteen months to 

two years. 

Signature of Syria ^Pakistani trade and payments agreement. 
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VY 1031672 No, 2 

VISIT OF SYRIAN PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION TO EGYPT, 

JANUARY 1956 

Sir John Gardener to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. [Received February 231 

(No. 3li Confidential) Damascus, 

Sir, February 77. 7936. 

I have the honour to report that the Syrian Parliamentary Delegation which 
visited Egypt from the 17th of January to the 30th of January were throughout 
their visit, according to reliable information, subjected to most blatant propaganda 
against the Bagdad Pact, in particular, the Egyptian military authorities staged 
demonstrations of military equipment to show the superior advantages of flirting 
with the satellite Stales as compared with those resulting from the Bagdad Pact, 
For instance when shown an immobile satellite lank, the escorting officer remarked 
that this was the best lank in ihe world, being perhaps equalled only by an American 
lank which the Americans refused, however, to deliver to any of their allies. Then 
during an air display two or three M J.G. aircraft were shown in flight in company 
with obsolete British models whose slowness it was pointed out contrasted most 
unfavourably with that of the M.LG.s. 

2. One member of the Syrian Delegation. Admin Atassi ipersonality No. 13). 
a son of the Iasi President and a firm member of the Populist parts which stands 
for co-operation with Iraq and ihe West, felt particularly outraged at these 
demonstrations. He thereupon sought an interview with Colonel Gamut Abdul 
Nasser and, so I am credibly informed, warned him of ihe dangers of the present 
Egyptian and Saudi Arabian policy. Ad nan Bey apparently said that the policies 
of these two countries were tearing the Arab World apart w ith the result I hat. in 
Syria, at all events. Communism and Left-wing movements were gaining ground 
rapidly. While Syria was now effectively in the train of Egyptian policy and would 
follow her lead this stale of affairs would not long persist. Sooner or later. Egypt 
would wish to cease flirting with the satellite States and to regain ihe friendship and 
confidence of ihe West which was of greater value lo the Arabs than that of 
Russia. If, however. Colonel Nasser and his Saudi friends persisted in iheir present 
policy loo long, they would find th at Syria and perhaps other countries were too 
firmly committed to ihe Communists to be able to follow Egypt in her revised 
policy. 

3. In reply. Colonel Nasser said that Egyptian policy was necessitated by 
the Bagdad Pact and the continued pressure being exerted on Syria and other 
countries to adhere to it. When Ad nan Bey denied that any such pressure had 
ever been put on Syria, Gamal Abdul Nasser replied quite bluntly that Syria might 
be attracted into the orbit of Iraq with the consequent loss of Egyptian influence 
in the Arab world, 

4. 1 am of course quite unable to say what effect Adrian Bey's remarks may 
have had on Colonel Gamal Abdul Nasser. There is no doubt, however, that the 
military display had much effect on the Syrian parliamentarians both in impressing 
on them the military strength of Egypt nod also the advantages of flirting with the 
Communist world. I understand that my Turkish colleague is so disturbed at this 
result that he is considering advising his Government to invite Syrian, 
parliamentarians to a military occasion in Turkey. 

5. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Amman, Ankara, P.O.M.E.F., Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo and Jedda. 

1 have, &e, 

J. GARDENER. 
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BUDGET FDR 1956 

Sir John Gardener to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. {Received April II) 

(No. 55 E. Restricted) Damascus, 

Sir, April J. 1956 * 

I have the honour to report that the Budget for 1956 was passed by the Syrian 
Parliament and signed by the President, of the Republic on the 6th of March, This 
provides for the tifcpmiturc during 1956 of £Syr324,054,000, aft increase of 
£Syr,63,484,000 over the budget of 1955 which totalled i Syr.260,57O.O0O, A 
transit 1011(7 in French of Decree No. 201 of the 6th of March, giving details of the 
estimated revenue and expenditure during the current financial year (which 
conforms to the calendar year) is enclosed, 

2, The increase in revenue of £ Syr .63,484.000 over last year is derived almost 
entirely from the following two sources:— 

1956 1955 

£Syr. £S\r. 

Miscellaneous and Public Services (this includes 

oil payments of £Syr,78.500,000) . 92,370.000 34J20.000 

Transfer from Reserve Funds ... . 11,185,000 5J06,000 

ft is dear from this that the revised payments agreement with the Iraq Petroleum 
Company, concluded in November last, has been the main single factor in 
increasing the revenues estimated for 1956, 

3. The allocation of expenditure re Meets a normal expansion in the more 
important Government Depart merits as well as a major increase in military 
expenditure and internal security and one entirely new item. Civil Defence. The 
chief departmental increases over last year are: — 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Increase 

£Syr. 

1*233,000 

Ministry ol Nationa 1 Defence 

... ... Increase 

38,500.000 

Ministry of Finance 

Increase 

1,337.000 

Public Debt 

Increase 

15,763,000 

Gendarmerie 

Increase 

3.4] 9.000 

Police and Security . 

Increase 

1,297,000 

Health and Public"Assistance , . . 

Increase 

1,603,000 

Education 

Increase 

2,438,000 

Civil Defence 

... New 

2,927,000 


4. Although the Ministry of National Defence have received the biggest 
addition, ihetr share in the increased budget is now only approximately 27 per cent, 
as compared with 33 per cent, last year. Nevertheless, it is known that the cost of 
major items of military expenditure, arms and equipment is met from Government 
Reserve Funds the details of which are never published. On evidence gleaned 
from various sources it seems reasonable to estimate that overall military 
expenditure does in fact still amount to some 60 per cent, of the State revenues, 

5. The new heading of Civil Defence is a reflection on the state of tension now 
existing between Syria and Israel and the growing awareness of the possibility of 
an outbreak of war between them. 


6 The two major decreases from last years allocations are: — 


Ministry of Public Works and Communications Less 

Ministry of Interior ... ,,, ... Loss 


£Syr . 
6.814.000 
520,000 


The decrease in the Public Works' allocation is accounted for by the large sum 
devoted to economic development in the Special Six-year Development Budget, 
passed in August Iasi and reported in Mr. Gallagher's despatch No. 105 E. 
tmO] 4/55} of the 20th of September. 1955. The Minisiry of the Interior's 
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reduction is more than compensated for by increased allocations to Gendarmerie 
and Police. 


7. The provisions of the Budget for 1956 are unexceptional and conform 
broadly to the lines of previous budgets. The main impression created, however, 
is of the continued steady expansion of Syria’s economy. This is dearly shown by 
the figures of the budgets of the last four years which are: — 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 


£Syr . Million 
205 
208 
260 
324 


From this it can be seen that the increase of revenue during the period 1953 to 
1956 is more than double the increase of dues received from the Iraq Petroleum 
Company. 

8, As the prospects for the grain and cotton harvests in the coining year arc 
now promising, it is reasonable to suppose that this economic expansion will 
continue, It is of interest to observe at the same lime that this expansion is due 
primarily to Syria's own interior economic, agricultural and industrial development, 
financed without recourse to foreign aid, except for the substantial pipeline payments 
made by the Iraq Petroleum Company, The numerous trade agreements recently 
concluded by Syria are not. in themselves, a means of additional economic expansion 
but rather reflect Syria's increased capacity to absorb more trade. 


9. I am sending copies of this despatch, together with its enclosure, to Her 
Majesty's Representative at Beirut, the Political Officer with the Middle East 
Forces "at Nicosia, the Head of the Middle East Development Division at Beirut, 
the Treasury Representative (Middle East} at Cairo, the Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department of the Board of Trade, the Export Credits Guarantee 
Department, Her Majesty's Treasury and to Her Majesty’s Consul ai Aleppo, and 
without enclosure to Her Majesty's Representatives at Amman. Baghdad. Cairo 
and Tel Aviv, 

I have, &c. 

J. GARDENER. 
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W 1016/2 No. 4 

DEMONSTRATION OF SUPPORT FOR KHALID BIKDASH 

Sir John Gardener to Mr. Sehvyti IJoyd. {Received April 16) 

{No. 59. Confidential) Damascus. 

Sir, April 6> 1956. 

[ have the honour to report that Khalid Bikdash, the Communist member of 
the Syrian Parliament, returned to Damascus on the 3si of April after an absence 
abroad of some si* weeks, His return was marked by demonstrations of support 
on a considerable scale which have attracted wide intention m Syria. 

2. Bikdash spent most of his lime abroad in Moscow where he attended the 
20th Congress of the Communist Party in his capacity as Secretary-General of the 
Syrian and Lebanese Communist Parties. As 3 mentioned in paragraph 5 of my 
despatch No, 40 of the 28th of February Bikdash was criticised in Syria during 
his absence both on the grounds of his loyalties towards Russia and because these 
loyalties led him into intimate associations with the representative of the Israeli 
Communist Party. The charge was given the appearance of verisimilitude by the 
publication in a Damascus newspaper of a photograph, obtained through. Her 
Majesty s Embassy in Moscow, which showed the Israeli delegate standing behind 
Bikdash, The line of attack, therefore, was that Bikdash as a member of Parliament 
and of the Foreign Affairs Committee had access to vital diplomatic and military 
secrets which he could treasonably puss to Israel and to Russia. There was a 
Press campaign against him led by the organ of the Muslim Brotherhood which, 
nevertheless, like other airti-Communisl newspapers, advocated co-operation with 
the Soviet bloc in order to strengthen Syria’s international position with particular 
reference to the Palestine question. 

3. Communists and fellow-travellers were certainly embarrassed by the 
attention given to the presence of an Israeli at the Congress although they countered 
by pointing to Bikdash s speech in denunciation of colonialism. However, it seems 
likely that they felt the need to put on some impressive show to raise morale and 
improve their standing; to this end they made great efforts to secure a good 
attendance at the airport to greet Bikdash on his return. There was extensive 
canvassing from house to house in Damascus and buses were organised to bring 
in supporters from places outside. A particularly large contingent came from 
Homs, a hundred mites away. Estimates of numbers at the airport vary between 
5,000 and 20,000, but all accounts agree in that the crowds were amongst the largest 
and most enthusiastic ever seen there and that they provided an impressive 
demonstration of the support which the nationalistic anti-Western Left can 
command, There was no sign of the counter-demonstration which the Muslim 
Brotherhood had threatened to put on. 

4. In the speech which he made on arrival Bikdash said that the confidence 
and support he enjoyed were due to his hostility to the imperialist policy of military 
alliances. He went on to refer to the way in which Communism had worked 
and would continue to work for national unity in order to safeguard Syrian 
independence. To that end his party welcomed co-operation with the parties of 
the Right, the Muslim Brotherhood and particularly the Raath-Socialist Party io 
destroy the Baghdad Pact and to repel imperialist aggression committed either 
directly or through Israel, ihe agent of imperialism. 

5. Although tl is quite likely that people were offered inducements to be 
present at the airport, the numbers there and the enthusiasm shown have caused 
concern among those in Syria who arc opposed to the increasing influence of the 
extreme Left. The President of the Republic has mentioned his dismay to me and 
told me that he had reprimanded the Minister of the Interior (a Kurdish Left-wing 
member of the Populist Party! for his failure to slop the 500 bus loads of 
sympathisers from reaching Damascus. I understand that the t hief of Staff, 
General Shuqair. told the United Slates Military Attache that he was depressed 
by the reception given to Bikdash. Others also are perturbed, and l think it true 
to say that there is now ;i wider understanding of the nature of the dancer presented 
by the alliance of Communism and extreme nationalism The emphasis which 
Arab leaders have placed since 1948 on Israel as the Arabs’ principal enemy has 
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with the recent change of Soviet tactics in espousing the Arab cause contributed 
to the greatly increased stature of Russia and Communism in Arab eyes. While 
Russian support against Israel is welcomed by ail Syrians, for ** the enemy of my 
enemy is my friend ", opponents of Communism have not as yet been able to win 
backing to bring about the adoption of an anti-Communist internal policy. They 
may be helped by the revelation of the strength of Communists and fellow-travellers 
which has come as a salutary shock. However, in view of the way the Soviets arc 
exploiting Syrian emotionalism over the Palestine question, it seems doubtful 
whether at the present time the Government will feci strong enough to enforce an 
anti-Communist internal policy. Should, however, Egypt lend her support in inis 
matter, the probability would be greatly increased. 

6, I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Moscow, Amman. Baghdad. Beirut, Cairo, Tel-Aviv and Washington and to the 
Political Office. Middle East Forces. 

I have, &c. 

J, GARDENER. 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE 

Sir Jobi Gardener to Mr, Sclwyn Lloyd. (Received April 30} 

(No* 72. Confidential! Damascus. 

Sir* a pfd 26, 1956 

As reported in my telegram No. 177 of the Itfrh of April the military parade 
held here to celebrate the Syrian Independence Day included a number of new 
factors which made it more important than such parades in the past. 

-■ 5he salient point undoubtedly was the presence for the first lime of arms 

received from the Soviet bloc. Although these are not as yet numerous, they are a 
foretaste of what b to come, and were naturally given pride of place both tti the 
parade and in the publicity devoted to it. The section of tanks was led by 16 T. M's 
from Czechoslovakia with 85-mm guns (there should have been 17, but one failed 
to startl Fhey were followed by 16 German PZKW Mark IV tanks armed with 
75 mni. guns. These were presumably pan of the consignment of these tanks which 
was brought from Czechoslovakia last summer, They seemed in almost new 
condition, Finally there were 16 German PZKW Mark III self-prop-died guns. 
I hese had a modification giving overhead cover, According to information supplied 
by the C fitef of Staff, some of these were new and some old. My Military Attache 
believes that 6 ot these were old, and the remaining 10 probably arrived last year* 
but have only now been seen for the first lime. The Chief of Staff refused to say if 
the modification had been dune in Svria, hut Svrian workmen would he perfectlv 
capable of doing it. 

3. The only other arms dearly coming from the Soviet bloc were new 
Czechoslovak sub-machine guns, which were much in evidence. It was thought that 
some new sub-machine guns carried by the police might also be of Soviet origin, but 
my Military Attache was able to gel a close enough uew to see that Ihev came from 
Italy. 

. ^ marked feature of the parade was the number of new Japanese Jeeps. 

This represented an order for which Land rover tried for several years, and which 
was eventually landed by the Japanese concern I hear, however, that the Syrians* 
who are notably hard drivers, are already dissatisfied at the wav these Jeeps are 
failing to standi up to the treatment expected of them, 

5 I he most satisfactory part of the parade from our point of view was the 
% past Tills was accomplished by 12 Meteors. 4 Spitfires and 6 Flat G. 59 x, It is 
doubtful if we shall have the same British preponderance next year, since there arc 
continual rumours of the imminent delivery of Russian MiG’s I have heard, 
however* that the Egyptians arc finding the MiG not as satisfactory an all-purpose 
machine as the Meteor* and if this is so. no doubt the Egyptian criticisms would reach 
Syrian ears in the present state of close contact between the two armies. It is a 
hopeful sign that the Syrians have recently purchased two more Meteors. 

6. The presence of an Egyptian contingent arid a Jordanian delegation was 
mentioned m liry telegram under reference. In view ,ii the criticism wuced bv Beirut 
papers about the absence of a Lebanese contingent* which had usually taken part in 
the parade in former years, ihe Syrian Government issued a statement saying that 
no express invitations to participate had been issued this year. This was merely a 
face-saving desire, since the presence of the Jordan inn and Egyptian representatives 
coincided with Syria's preseat poHcy, anti the exclusion ot the Lebanese was no doubt 
designed to make them fed that by their refusal to conclude a defence pact with 
Syria they arc cutting themselves off from the Arab world, 

7. lam sending a copy of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Representatives at 
Beirut* Amman* Cairo, lei Aviv* Baghdad* Ankara, and Washington and to the 
Political Office with the Middle East Forces 

1 have, &c, 

J, GARDENER 
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W 10393/ IS No. 6 

VISIT OF SYRIAN PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION LO IRAQ 

Afr. Hooper to Mr. Sefayti Lloyd. [Received April 24] 

I No. 103* Confidential I Baghdad* 

Sir* April IS. 1936, 

I have the honour to report that a delegation of 25 members of the Syrian 
Parliament paid an official visit u> Iraq from the 29ih of March to the 10th of 
April, as guests of the Iraqi Parliament, The delegation arrived in two separate 
parlies, the one direct from Damascus and the other from Saudi Arabia. The 
visit started on a somewhat tin propitious note since the latter group arrived 
greatly incensed that the British authorities had withheld permission for their 
aircraft to land at Doha and Bahrain. A feeling of righteous indignation thus 
strengthened the resentment which many of them already bore against Iraq for 
participating with the United Kingdom in the imperialist " Baghdad Pact. 

2. Happily* as the visit progressed this resentment against the Iraq 
Government appears to have been dissipated. The Iraqi Parliament has by now 
some experience of visiting parliamentary delegations and the Government very 
wisely left contact with the visitors principally in the hands of a team of 16 Senators 
and Deputies selected by the Presidents of the two Chambers, \s a result, though 
the programme (a summary of which is enclosed! may not have run like clockwork 
—a virtue not necessarily appreciated by orientals—the Syrian Delegates, like the 
British Inter-Pa rliamerLtarv Delegation which visited Iraq last December, could not 
fail to be affected by the warmth of the welcome accorded them and the obvious 
pride which their Iraqi companions fell in the achievements and the development 
of their country* 

3. To heighten this effect, the Iraq Government had purposely declared the 
week from the 2nd to the 7th of April as + ’ Development Week " During it 
King Faisal formally opened the harrage and escape channel at Samara (2nd of 
April) and the harrage at Ramadi (5lh of April!, the former designed to protect 
Baghdad from Hooding by the Tigris and the latter to bring irrigation and prevent 
flooding in agricultural land in the middle and lower Euphrates, On the 7th of 
April the Prime Minister opened the new bridges at Hindiya and Kufa near HilLah. 
In approaching these works the visitors frequently travelled smoothly over miles 
of new road or painfull) over roads under construction* bearing however the 
promise of a fairer future. Indeed* us one of the Syrian delegates said to a member 
of my staff, these journeys had greatly impressed him and his colleagues because, 
quite apart from what the) had set out to see* they noticed, in every village and 
township through which they passed evidence of constructional activity io raise 
the standards of living of the population—be it electricity or water projects* schools 
or public buildings. It must he remarked that in this context Iraq has had to start 
far behind Syria with an ungrateful climate and a dearth of public buildings and 
even durable building materials. It was perhaps, after all, a happy coincidence 
that part of the delegation had come to Iraq from Saudi Arabia, where they had 
seen wealth from oil sadly misspent and from Kuwait where little outlet for 
constructive development exisis, 

4 The Prime M inister and the < hief of Staff also wished their guests to leave 
with a healths respect for Iraq's military progress, both to reassure them Lhai 
Iraq could and would come to their aid if called upon to do so and also* without 
doubt* to give them reason* by a display of strength* to ihink twice before 
embarking ort anti-Iraqi policies. Visits were arranged to the principal military 
camps in the neighbourhood of Baghdad* and when the party 1 ravelled from 
Wash ash Artillery Depot to the Armoured Fighting Vehicle Training C entre at 
Abu Ghraib on the 3rd ol April* artillery and other modern equipment was ranged 
at intervals of about 10 yards over the whole of the 8-mile distance. Similarly 
on their visit to the provinces, they were almost invariably treated to a military 
display. The Deputy Chief of Staff indeed, remarked that he wondered whether 
the Iraqi army were not overdoing it. To judge from the Syrian Delegation* 
however, this was not the case (though I am sure many of them had had a surfeit 
of " development " before they left): but I fear thm the United States Embassy 
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was sadly embarrassed by the Iraqi mentors habitually idling iheir Syrian charges 
that alt these antis had been obtained free from ihe United States by virtue of 
Iraq’s membership of the Baghdad Pact and were at Syria’s disposal in any war 
with Israel. Mr. Gallman t however, took this in gotnl part and. in the general 
interest, farcbore to comment. 

5. Whatever the impression made on the Syrian visitors by the visible 
evidences of Iraq's prosperity and growing strength, the main hope of the Iraq 
Government in promoting this visit was that they could thus make a start with 
arresting the drift of the Syrian Government into the Egyptian-Sauda orbit and 
into Communism. To this end, there were many private political conversations 
between the Syrian delegates and their Iraqi colleagues who accompanied them. 
There were also I wo more formal meetings between the delegation and the Iraq 
Government and former Iraqi Prime Ministers, The first took place on the 6th of 
April when the Prime Minister gave a luncheon party for the Syrian Delegation, 
and the second in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the evening of the 8th of 
April. At these meetings the Iraqi Prime Minister put forward his views concerning 
the Middle Fast and the Baghdad Pact and emphasised that Iraq's membership 
of the Pact was *i guarantee for the whole Arab world against the threat from the 
north and east. Despite this. Iraq did not wish to force Syria to join the Pact, 
though he hoped she would see that it was in her interests to do so eventually of 
her own volition. In the meantime, Iraq was prepared to help Syria in the event 
of an Israeli attack and, what is more, had—as the Syrians could' see the means 
at her disposal to do so. The Syrians for their part spoke of the danger of Israel 
and of the need for an alliance with Egypt to counter it. They also defended 
their policy of neutralism. 

ft. ft is difficult to assess what, if any, have been the results or' these 
conversations, but the Iraqi leaders appear to have been left with two dominant 
impressions. The first was that 22 of the delegation of 24 i Faisal al Assali had 
earlier returned to Syria) were favourably disposed towards Iraq and receptive 
to Iraqi ideas. They also thought that they had to some extent shaken the 
prejudices of the other two, Akrum Haurani and Salah Bitar, They noticed, 
however, that Haurani, although prepared to admit most of iheir arguments, was 
entirely unprepared to admit the conclusions which logically proceeded from those 
arguments. He was pathologically anti-Western and particularly anti-British. In 
private comers uion fie invariably found an excuse for breaking off when brought 
face to face with an unpalatable truth. In the more formal conferences, when 
cornered, he cither harked back to mailers already discussed or treated his audience 
to a demagogic hut largely irrelevant harangue on the theme: the West has created 
brad against us: uni El they desist, we should not co-operate with them. As a 
result, it was felt that little is to be hoped for from his narrow' nationalism clinging 
to a nineteenth century view of * unlimited independence % which to the Iraqi 
leaders appeared incompatible with the forces and the + “ shrinking world " of 
the twentieth century. 

7. The second impression gained by the Iraqi leaders was that these Syrian 
politicians were acting a pari which they knew had little or no reality. They seemed 
to be aware that they were no more the rulers of Syria than an actor who represents 
Julius Caesar h Caesar himself This fact undoubtedly disconcerted many of the 
Iraqi politicians who met them, and even some of those who are very I title in favour 
of Nun's policy and view with sympathy the more narrow nationalistic line have 
said that they did not think it would he worthwhile Iraq doing business with these 
people. 

8. Although members of ihe Embassy stall arc personally acquainted with 
quite a number of the Syrian team, we felt it prudent that they should not go out 
of their way to make any contact with them which might embarrass their Iraqi 
hosts. For this reason. Her Majesty's Ambassador and one or two members of 
the '.tall met them only ficetingly on social occasions. The impressions I have of 
their visit are therefore largely at second-hand from those Iraqis who met them. 
My general view, which lias been borne out by subsequent telegrams from Her 
Majesty's Ambassador in Damascus, is that the Syrians both enjoyed Iheir visit and 
were impressed by what they saw The Iraqis who met them were likewise glad to 
find that, despite the propaganda from Cairo Radio and in sections of the Syrian 
Press, ihe delegates—even Akrurn Haurani and Salah Bitar—were more friendly 
than they had expected and shared many of their beliefs. I fear, however, that the 
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impression that these politicians arc not the real leaders of Syria but merely a 
“ front" for another force—presumably the Army—may well deter the Iraq 
Government from following up the success now achieved as vigorously as they 
should. I have reported in my telegram No. 4>9 of the 14th of April that the Prune 
Minister is prepared to spend £2,000 £3,000 a month on the Syrian I’rcss but is 
not at the moment contemplating doing more. Both he and many of his Ministers 
have for some time past believed that the Syrian situation must get worse and I do 
not think this visit has changed that belief. They lend therefore to regard money 
spent in Syria as money wasted and they may at any time relapse into passivity. 
Even during the visit of the parliamentary delegation, ground was lost -largely, I 
think, through the incapacity of the Director-General of Propaganda, According 
to the Iraqi Minister to Syria who visited me on the 12th of April, the Syrian 
journalists who accompanied the Members of Parliament, though their fares and 
lodging were paid by the Iraqis, were given scant attention by the Directorate- 
Genera] of Propaganda and, above alb did not receive the cash present (for services 
rendered and to be rendered) which they had expected. They returned to Damascus 
disgruntled, 

9, We shall, however, do our best to persuade the Iraqi authorities to develop 
the contact which has now been made with the Syrians and to invite further parties 
of officials, professional men and students to visit Iraq, since this is a form of 
propaganda within their rather limited capacity. We shall also encourage them to 
try to follow up the suggestions made by Sir John Gardener during his visit to 
Baghdad in February hist, 

I ani sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Damascus and to The Political Office with the Middle East Forces. 

I have. &c. 

R. W. J, HOOPER. 


Enclosure 

Extracts from the Programme of Visit of Syrian Parliamentary' Delegation 

w Iraq 

Day i, March 29 

Arrival at Baghdad. 

Day 2, March 30 

Visil Museum. 

Visit to Government Oil Refinery at Daura. 

Dinner with President of the Senate, 

Day 3, March 31 

Visil to Chamber of Deputies. 

Visit to Spinning and Weaving Factory at Kadfaamam. 

Dinner with President of the Chamber of Deputies. 

# 

Day 4. April ! 

Visit to the military camps at Rashid and Rustumiya. 

Visit to the Hospital for Chest Diseases. 

Day 5, April 2 

Visit Sumatra and attend opening of Wadi Tharihar scheme. 

Day (V April 3 

Visit to military camp ut Was hash and to Armoured Fighting Vehicle 
Training School at Abua Ghraih. 

Visit to land settlement scheme at Lacillya, 

Dinner with Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Day 7, April 4 

Visit to Mosul and Army sports. 

confidential 

n 2 


$2637 










CONFIDENTIAL 


16 

Day S r April 5 

Vis.il to Habbanmi and opening of the Habbaniya scheme at Ramadi 
Day 9. April 6 

Meeting and lunch vviih Prime Minister. 

Day 10, April 7 

Visit to Hi I lab for the opening of Ihe Hindiyah Kufa bridges and ihe 
Hi]Job Kufa Negev road. 

Day If, April H 

Visit to Kirkuk and to oil installations and Second Division Headquarters. 
On return fly over Kurdistan. 

Day 12. April 9 

Visit to Musayib to inspect the garrison and then to Kerbata. 

Day 13, April 10 

Return to Damascus* 
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VY 1015/ 34 No* 7 

THE NEW SYRIAN GOVERNMENT 

Sir John Gardener to Mr. Sdwyn Lloyd . (Received June I5\ 

(No. 504) Damascus, 

(Telegraphic) , June 15, 1956. 

My telegram No. 

The new Cabinet was formed last night as follows. 

!. Prime Minuter and Minister of J inanee, Sabri Assali* Nationalist. 

2. Minister of State, Mohammed e! Aycib* Democratic Hoc. 

3. Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sahh Bitar, Baath Party, 

4. Minister of Interior, Ahmed Qanbar, Populist, 

5. Minister of Public Works, Majduddin Jubri T Nationalist. 

6- Minister of Health* Abdul Baqi Nizamuddin* Democratic bloc. 

1. Minister of Education, Abdul Wasab Houmud. Populist. 

8. Minister of Agriculture, Rash ad Jabri, Populist. 

9. Minister of Justice. Mustafa Zarqa* Constitutional bloc. 

10. Minister of National Economy, Khalil Kallas* Baath Party. 

11. Minister of Defence. Abdul Hassib Raslan, Constitutional bloc. 
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VY 1691/1 No, 8 

XENOPHOBIA AND NATIONALISM IN SYRIA 

Sir John Gardener io Mr, Selwyn Lloyd. \ Received June 19) 


(No. 94. Confidential! Damascus, 
Sir, June 12. 1956, 

The mounting fever of extreme 
nationalism in Syria, played upon by 
Communism so that it ts diverted into anti- 
Western channels, unfortunately meets with 
no check from the nominally Right-wing 
Syrian Government which has just resigned, 
and no doubt will encounter equally slight 
opposition from its successor Various 
manifestations of this feeling have been 
evident during recent months, but their 
growing frequency and virulence, culmina¬ 
ting in a series of attacks on Western ihut 
nut Satellite! Information and Cultural 
Offices in Syria, suggest that this feeling is 
intensifying. 

2. The first major attack took place 
during a meeting of the Syrian Parliament 
in April* as reported in Chancery letter 
No, 1634 29 56 of April 25. The lead 
given by a Communist Deputy in describing 
foreign information offices as espionage 
centres was tamely followed by nearly all 
the Deputies. The hue and cry in the press 
against such institutions was continued for 
some days after the debate, without, how¬ 
ever, any delinks charges being made. 

3. The nest phase was caused by the high 
feelings aroused here by events in Algeria. 
Profiting from these sentiments students 
and newspapers, probably at Communist 
instigation, demanded the closing of French 
schools m Syria. To add point to their 
demands, a bomb {which exploded harm¬ 
lessly! was placed in one of the French 
schools in Damascus, and Syrian students 
broke up the furniture of a French school 
in Aleppo. Other students, however, 
subsequently guarded the school against a 
repetition of such an incident, and the 
Municipality paid compensation for the 
damage, 

4. The agitation thus aroused caused the 
spineless Syrian Parliament to pass a 
resolution catling on the Syrian Govern¬ 
ment to boycott France culturally and 
economically. This explained the Com¬ 
paratively pro-boycott attitude adopted by 
the Syrian Government when meetings of 
the Arab Foreign Ministers and representa¬ 
tives of Ehe Arab League were held m 


Damascus in the middle of May to discuss 
the boycott of France. The Syrian 
Government, though nominally anxious for 
a boycott, knew that Syria would stiller 
more than France, and was able, thanks to 
the Egyptian attitude of refusing to boycott 
France, to have her cake and eat it. 

5, I he next phase of the attack against 
Western propaganda was mounted against 
the United Stales Information Service 
exhibition “ Atoms For Peace, ’ This 
exhibition was brought to the Middle East 
generally and to Syria in particular at the 
request (admittedly on prompting! of the 
Syrian authorities. The exhibition was 
opened by the President in the presence of 
the American Ambassador, It was evident, 
however, that from the beginning it was the 
target of Left-wing attack. Every night 
rowdies went there and set up disturbances 
with a view to frightening people away. In 
one of them they discovered a globe 
showing Israel as an independent country 
and broke the globe in protest. A new one 
wax ordered from London. Incident 
followed incident of this sort until the 
American Ambassador was driven to 
protest to the Syrian Government. 

6, The American Ambassador wrote a 
private letter to the Prime Minister in 
English in which ho asked for protection 
against these disturbances of the peace by 
(whom he called in English! hoodlums. 
This drew a mild protest from the President 
and a very violent one from the Secretary- 
General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
who asked that Syrian nationals and 
especially Syrian students (whom he 
claimed the disturbers of the peace were! 
should not be described as hoodlums. 
Apparently we are to believe that Syria 
does not produce hoodlums. Despite this* 
active hostility led to considered hesitation 
on the part of U.S.LS. as to whether they 
should dose prematurely, but eventually 
the exhibition continued until its final date. 

7, Since (hen. however, the main attack 
has been transferred to the U.S.I.S. office in 
the centre of the town. A Syrian student 
managed to find Israel marked on an atlas 
in their library, mid tore out the offending 
page. More recently a student found a 
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book of world songs containing an Israeli 
one, and on the cover of this book there 
happened to be a pattern with a six-pointed 
star. The press then took the matter up, 
claiming that Israeli propaganda was being 
distributed by U.S.LS., and this was fanned 
by student demonstrations demanding the 
closure of this '"Jewish office " for inter¬ 
fering in Syrian affairs. 

8. Meanwhile pressure has been brought 
to bear on our own information services* 
although so far it has not been of the same 
magnitude as that directed against the 
Americans. The Minister of Press and 
Propaganda has received frequent demands 
from the Ministry of Defence (and they 
undoubtedly originated in the Deux feme 
Bureau! that the Damascus office of Sharq 
d Adna should be closed down, but w hile 
in office the Minister was able to defer 
action on such demands. It is also from 
Lhe same military sources that attacks are 
being made on the chief translator in our 
Information Office, who is the most 
influential of our locally employed stall 
The Prime Minister apparently recently 
received complaints from the Deuxieme 
Bureau about his activities in working for 
tis, particularly during a visit to Aleppo, 
and it was suggested that if he did not sever 
the connection his Syrian nationality should 
be forfeited. A more indirect means of 
pressure was tried earlier when Lis son was 
accused of belonging to the proscribed 
P P.S Party and his house was searched. 

9. U is in this context that press attacks 
on me and members of my staff, particularly 
(he Informal ion Officer, should be seen. 
These tire made particularly when we travel 
round the country, much of which is in any 
case out of bounds for “ security " reasons. 
A recent visit I paid to Aleppo was 
scurrilously connected by the newspapers 
there with a suicide attempt by a British 
subject some time previously, and as usual 
the l * British Secret Service " was dragged 
in. The Information Officer is unable lo 
visit LatakU) and Ateppo without the press 
demanding that the Government should 
take steps to prevent this foreigner corrupt¬ 
ing the press (the fact being, of course, that 
the press has already been well and truly 
corrupted by Saudi money). 

1ft A further opportunity to snub us as 
one of the Western Powers (or perhaps to 
avoid the accusation of being pro-Western! 
occurred over a visit to England which hud 
been arranged for certain influential Syrian 
officials. Although a really first-class 


programme hud been arranged for them, 
the officials invited were nervous from the 
first about giving a definite acceptance in 
view of Lhe general anti-Western atmo¬ 
sphere in Syria. As the lime for the visit 
approached, attacks in the press on it 
began to appear, and two of those invited 
dropped out. Finally (he Government, as 
pusillanimous as ever, seized the oppor¬ 
tunity offered by the resignation of the 
Cabinet to announce that it wished the visit 
to be cancelled. No breath of criticism 
appeared, of course, when visitors recently 
went to the USSR and the Chinese 
Republic. 

I I. A further incident occurred a few 
days ago when the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs officially protested to the Informa¬ 
tion Officer about the inclusion in the 
London Press Summary distributed here of 
extracts from the House of Commons 
debate on the Middle East, some of the 
remarks, it. was claimed, being favourable 
to Israel It was suggested to the 
Information Officer that the summary 
would do better to concentrate on cultural 
materia!. This complaint was made at the 
instance of the Ministry of Defence, 
although the official who was handling the 
case In the Ministry of Foreign Affairs did 
not admit it. 

12. The result of this mounting campaign 
has been the formation of a committee 
consisting of the Secretaries-Genera] of the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Education 
and Press and Propaganda to enquire into 
(he legal aspects of the work of foreign 
cultural centres. This committee has 
already completed its report, and according 
lo the press has come to the decision that 
foreign cultural centres have no legal status 
and that they conflict with legislation now 
in force Five decrees are also mentioned 
concerning teaching, distribution of pam¬ 
phlets and cinema shows with which it is 
considered that foreign cultural institutions 
should comply. 

13, Owing to the fall of the Government 
this report cannot be implemented or action 
taken on it until a new Cabinet has been 
formed. What action they will take must 
depend on the complexion of the new 
Cabinet and whether student demonstra¬ 
tions on this issue continue. What does 
seem certain is that no Government that 
may be formed would be in a position to 
resist the strong anti-Western feeling on this 
issue which now prevails both among the 
public and in the controlling clique in the 
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army, fn these circumstances there is little 
we can do except to watch our step care- 
rLilly and counter the attacks which are 
made on us as tactfully as possible, hoping 
that in the end com monsense will prevail 
and the value of Western foreign cultural 
institutions and Western nationals generally 
to Syria’s progress will be recognised. 


14. 1 am sending a copy of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Amman. Ankara, Bagdad, Beirut and 
Cairo, the Political Office with the Middle 
Last Forces, and the Regional Information 
Officer at Beirut. 

I have, &c> 

J. GARDENER. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


21 


VY 1015/50 No* 9 

THE RESIGNATION OF GENERAL SHAWKAT SULK AIR 

Sir John Gardener ro Mr, Setwyn r Lloyd, {Received July 8) 

(No. 363. Confidential) Damascus, 

(Telegraphic) July H, J956. 

My telegram No. 352. 

Chief of Staff was forced to resign about midday July 7. A number of senior 
officers i names as yet unknown—but presumably those already mentioned) told 
the President that if the Chief of Staff resigned they would, in latter event they 
prophesied disorders in the lower ranks of the army. The President called for 
the Chief of Staff's resignation, so far without reaction from the Left. 

2. At Cabinet meeting evening of July 7 General Taufiit Nizam Ud Dim, 
at present Deputy Chief, was appointed Chief of Staff, On the whole he is pro-West 
but is weak and is administrator-politician rather than trained soldier, lie went 
to Czechoslovakia to buy arms recently. 

3. The next question of importance is whether he has the strength and 
determination to insist on the removal of Left-wing elements in the army like the 
Head of Military Intelligence, Left to himself 1 doubt his determination, but as 
he appears to have some backing there is a chance of his success. In the event, 
however, his backing may prove to be more personal and in favour of the Ministry 
of Defence than Right wing in principle. 
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VY 10316/14G No. 10 

MOVEMENT FOR UNION BETWEEN SYRIA AND EGYPT 

Sir John Gardener to Mr. Sdwyn Lloyd. {Received July IM 


iNo, 114, Confidential! Damascus. 

Sir, July //. 1956. 

Since 1955 there has been a steady and 
growing demand for some form of union 
with Egypt, which has now reached a point 
of specific inclusion in the programme of 
the new Government, as reported in my 
telegram No. 354 of the 6th of July, This 
is both a tribute to the growing predomin¬ 
ance of Egypt in Arab affairs, and additional 
support to enhance the prestige of Egypt. 

2. Until recently Syria’s inclinations were 
more directed towards union with Iraq. 
This is the natural tendency, since Syria and 
Iraq have common borders and common 
economic interests. The vision of a 
reintegrated Fertile Crescent excluding 
Egypt formed the basis of the programme 
of the now outlawed Pariie Populate 
Syrienne. There were historical precedents 
for such a union. 

3. OF late, however, the tide has flowed 
steadily against Iraq and in favour of 
Egypt. The steps marking this progress 
need not be described in detail- the 
inclusion of Iraq in the Bagdad Pact, the 
delivery of Soviet and satellite arms to 
Egypt, the military agreement between 
Syria and Egypt, and, after the dismissal of 
General Glubb in Jordan, the tripartite 
declaration signed in Cairo by the heads of 
State of Egypt. Syria and Saudi Arabia. 

4. These, as far as Syrian public opinion 
is concerned, are steps in the right direction. 
Egypt is in their eyes the strongest of the 
Arab States, and. more important, the only 
one likely to be able lo give them their 
revenge against Israel. This view is fostered 
by the excellence of Egyptian propaganda. 
Bui further progress was required, and the 
next step could only be a closer union in the 
political sense between the two countries, 

5. Although the foundation for this 
policy can be said to have been laid id the 
time of llie proposed Arab Pad which 
formed I he subject of my telegram No. I&5 
of April 39, 1955, this question was Inst 
onenly brought up in its present form at a 
time when discussions regarding the forma¬ 
tion of a national front Government began. 
By February of this year the existing 


Cabinet had been in power unusually long 
for Syria, and there was general dissatis- 
faction with it. At the same time there was 
general apprehension that Israel intended to 
resume work on the Jisr Banal Yacoub 
project in the demilitarised zone, and it was 
felt that a strong Government was necessary 
to deal with the situation. The President 
therefore held discussions with the 
representatives of the leading political 
parties, and tt was agreed to draw up a 
National Charter which it was hoped would 
provide a basic programme for a coalition 
Cabinet. 

6, It was during the drawing up of the 
National Charter that the B.i'ath Left wing 
began to put forward their demand of union 
with Egypt, This was an adroit appeal to 
the sentiment of the masses, who had been 
worked upon by Egyptian propaganda, and 
an effort to outbid the other political parties. 
As a result of their pressure the following 
paragraph was incorporated in the National 
Charter under the heading ** Foreign 
Policy ■*: — 

** 2. Liberation of Arab countries and 
their unification by: — 
ttfi the extension of the bilateral agree¬ 
ment with Egypt and the conclusion 
between the parties of an agreement 
on economic, political and cultural 
questions in such a way that this 
agreement may become the seed of 
complete Arab unity 

There was also a paragraph in the 
section '* Defence Policy — 

“ 11 (gk The establishment of a com¬ 
mon policy of armament with Egypt by 
the standardisation of arms, by I he 
creation of an armament industry and by 
training, since the Egyptian and Syrian 
armies should form the seed of a single 
army for the defence of all Arab 
countries.” 

7. In fact, after the drawing up of the 
National Charter in February, four months 
elapsed before the Ghazzi Government fell, 
and Syria was without a Government for 
thirteen days while the possibilities of 
forming a Government on the basis of the 
National Charter were explored, The fact 
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that Sabri el Assati was finally able to 
present to the President a Cabinet contain¬ 
ing two Ba'ath Ministers was, as reported in 
my telegram No. 304 of the 15th of June, 
only due to a compromise solution about 
the reference to unity with Egypt to be 
included in the Ministerial statement, 

8. The fJa’ath Party had lone enjoyed the 
popularity accruing to the opposition in 
these countries, and were naturally 
unwilling to relinquish it unless they could 
make a bold bid to capture the public 
imagination after their inclusion in the 
Cabinet. To do this they w ished to include 
a specific reference in the ministerial State¬ 
ment to action that would be taken toward 
union with Egypt, At that point some of 
the Right-wing Ministers in the new 
Cabinet, who no doubt have latent 
sympathies with Iraq, even if the\ cun not 
now express them openly, decided they 
must make a stand. Since union with 
Egypt was an emotional demand, and no 
one had clearly thought out what it 
involved, a definite statement included in 
the Governments programme might bind 
Syria and Egypt to something for which the 
peoples of those countries were not yet 
ready. These dissident Ministers therefore 
threatened to resign unless the statement 
were watered down in such a way as to 
leave the question of immediate action open 
and not exclude the possibility of other 
Arab States, in particular Iraq, joining too. 
The final version of the compromise state¬ 
ment read: — 

" We intend to consolidate our relations 
(with Egypt) by conversations which will 
lake place very soon, and which we hope 
to see result in the unification of our 
destiny accepted by both parties, which 
all liberated Arab States will be invited to 

ft 

join. 

9. The Ba\iLh Party had no doubt been 
encouraged in their attitude by the Egyptian 
mission in Syria* but the hurried departure 
at this moment of the Egyptian Ambassador 
for Cairo was perhaps a sign that they had 
outrun their mentors. No doubt Egypt has 
bitter memories of her relations with the 
Sudan on the question of unity. However, 
after contacts between Damascus and Cairo 
(he Syrian Parliament passed a resolution 
u empowering a ministerial committee to 
start negotiations for the purpose of reach¬ 
ing a federal union between the two 
countries ” (my telegram No. 354 of the 
6th of July), and this decision was welcomed 
publicly by President Gamal Abdul Nasser 


although in very general terms. The 
Syrian press is now speculating about the 
composition of the ministerial commission 
which will study the question of union with 
Egypt. 

10. It is still however, not clear what 
exactly the supporters of union with Egypt 
have in mind. They have, it is true, in the 
decision quoted above, defined it as federal 
union* but this is a necessity in view of the 
lack of common frontiers between the two 
countries, and the impossibility, given the 
Syrian and Egyptian natures* of a common 
administration. Financially* neither country 
has the capital to give aid to the other. As 
for military aid, that already exists in 
accordance with the quinary pact, and some 
form of federal union is not likely to add 
much U> the assistance already obtainable in 
this way, It is true tiiat Syria has the land 
and Egypt the manpower, but the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Jeviruh even under tire closest 
union would not take kindly to an invasion 
by Egyptian fel'ahin anxious lo develop 
their land. 

11. 1 understand that when the Com¬ 
mission meets it will look to the Arab Fact 
for Unification of Foreign, Military and 
Economic Affairs, to which I have referred 
in paragraph 5 above* as the framework for 
their programme There are difficulties, 
however, about adapting the terms of this 
pact fully to lit the case of Syria and Egypt, 
1 have already mentioned the uncompte- 
meiffary nature of the Egyptian and Syrian 
economics, which means that only minor 
steps such as the reduction of tariffs and the 
abolition of visas can be taken. On the 
other hand it would he quite feasible to 
adopt in some form the measures 
recommended by die Tact in respect of 
foreign affairs* and set up a joint council 
which would decide (he foreign policy of the 
two States and represent them in inter¬ 
national negotiations. So long as this 
arrangement might last and no other Arab 
States joined to redress the balance, it 
would have the undesirable effect of 
harnessing Syria to Egypt's chariot in 
respect of foreign policy, and making her 
completely subservient to the Egyptian 
alignment. 

12. 1 am sending a copy of this despatch 
to Her Majesty’s Representatives at Amman* 
Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo* Jedda, Ankara, 
Washington, Paris and Tel Aviv and to the 
Political Office with the Middle Fast Forces 
at Nicosia. 

I have, &c. 

J. GARDENER, 

f 2 
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VY 1201 /12 No. I! 

BACKGROUND TO THE REPLACEMENT OF GENERAL SI IA WK AT 
SHU K AIK BV GENERAL IAUFIQ NJZAM-UD-DIN AS CHIEF 

OF STAFF 

Sir John Gardener m Mr. SeJwyn Lloyd (Received July 18) 

(No, 390, Confidential) Damascus, 

Sir, July 18, 1956 , 

Following are the main points in the present political situation (please sec my 
letter of Italy 18 to Rose). 

(i) The removal of the former Chicf-of-StalT was the outcome of personal 
and not political considerations. Ii was initiated by the military and 
carried through by Right-wing politicians with bare margin. 

(ii) Neither military nor Civilians felt able to purge the Army of Left-wing 
element in planning the operations. They planned to do so by stages. 
The last act )»., after having assured, themselves of full Army support} 
was to install a Right-wing Government. Even people iike Elian and 
Alassi could not say how tong this would take. 

Uii) These plans may have been upset by the resistance of Left-wing officers 
to the change and by reported desire of different politicians to secure 
the appointment of their own man to command the situation in the 
Army, in order to secure support for their own policies. 

fiv> Owing to the holidays, most politicians will be absent from Damascus 
until July 23. Even then, lime must elapse before the new- strength of 
political factors can be assessed. 

fv) Since drafting the above 1 have heard from a reliable source thal some 
of his Right-wing friends expressed disappointment to the new Chief- 
of-Staff that he had nos purged the Army. He had replied that he was 
disappointed to have so little support from the Right, He added that 
the President and Prime Minister were against him and asked the source 
to ask United Stales Ambassador and me if we could urge our friends 
in the Press and elsewhere to support him. This, of course, reflects 
his weak character and the weakness of the Right-wing people. I will 
do what 1 can, hut ! am in no position to do much save through the 
Iraqi Misiister and his Press fund 
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VY 10338/7 No. 12 

VISIT TO SYRIA OF A SOVIET PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION 

Sir John Gardener to Mr. SeJwyn Uoyd, (Received September 21) 


(No 14 b S- Confidential) Damascus, 

Sir, September 18,1956. 

1 have the honour to report that a Soviet 
parliamentary delegation has paid an 
eleven-day visit to Syria as guests of the 
Syrian Parliament, The visit was in 
response to an invitation by the Syrian 
parliamentary delegation which visited the 
Soviet Union last year. 

2. The delegation consisted of fifteen 
Deputies, of whom three were women, and 
was led by M, Sinin. It was accompanied 
by the press correspondents of Prayda and 
hvesrfu throughout the lour and consider¬ 
able publicity was accorded it by the Syrian 
press, much space being devoted to reports 
of numerous speeches on the subject of 
Syro-Soviei friendship. The delegation 
arrived on the 4ih of September and lost no 
lime in paying calls at the Presidency and 
on the Speaker in Parliament, the Prime 
Minister, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and the Mayor of Damascus. The visit 
was then officially begun at a dinner given 
in. honour of the Soviet Deputies by the 
Speaker. Nazim :il Qudsi, at BJltdan. The 
Speeches on that occasion were broadcast 
by the Syrian Radio and set the tone for 
much of the official comment during the 
rest of the visit. In welcoming the 
delegation Dr. Qudsi, who is a Populist of 
moderate opinions and a highly respected 
figure in the country, said that unity was 
the keynote of the Arabs' aims. As long 
as the Arabs were divided the Great Powers 
would be impelled by motives of greed to 
loot Arab wealth and compete for strategic 
positions in the Arab countries. The Arab 
world was therefore fulE of gratitude to any 
nation which would support them uncon¬ 
ditionally, irrespective of strategic positions 
and social principles, in the task of libera¬ 
tion and in the elimination of Israel, which 
had been established in the Arab homeland 
as a tool for the intervention of the Great 
Powers* 

3, In his reply M. Stnin carefully ignored 
Dr r Qudsi’s remarks about Israel and his 
obscure reference so " social principles. 1 * 
He praised Syria's modern industrial 


development and success in agriculture and 
contrasted them with the lack of progress 
made under the imperialists. He emphasised 
the interest of the Soviet people in the 
Arabs* said that the teaching of Arab 
history was now a compulsory item in the 
curricula of Soviet secondary schools, and 
added that the Soviet people knew of the 
heroes of the Syrian liberation, such as 
Yusuf al Azmi and Ad nan Malki, 

4. On later occasions during the tour 
Syrian speakers endeavoured to involve the 
Soviet delegation in discussion of the Suez 
t anal dispute, but the Russians refused to 
he drawn, beyond agreeing with the need 
to work for a peaceful solution. In a press 
hand-out which the Russians issued before 
leaving, a summary of which 1 enclosed') 
reference to the Suez Canal crisis was 
made, however, and support expressed for 
Egyptian nationalisation. 

5. After visiting textile factories in 
Damascus and meeting trades union officials 
the delegation left on the 9th of September 
for a tour of (he provincial towns. Accom¬ 
panied by the Soviet Ambassador and the 
Populist Deputy* Rattb al Husami, the 
Russians visited the sugar factory in Homs 
and then drove to Hama, where a demon¬ 
stration of welcome from the mayor and the 
local trades unions awaited them* From 
Aleppo, where they also were reported to 
have had a warm welcome, the delegation 
drove to Lmtakia, crossing the Ghab Valley, 

6 + Throughout his speeches of greetings 
in the provincial towns M, Siniti appears 
to have soft-pedalled all references to 
Communist doctrine, and m Lalfakia he 
was reported as saying that Syria and 
the Soviet Union had ample room for 
collaboration even though they lived under 
different regimes. By confining themselves 
to vague expressions of friendship and 
e mpathising with the Syrians for the hard 
deal they had suffered in the past at the 
hands of the imperialists, the Russians 
appear to have left a good impression 
throughout their tour. Criticism of Soviet 
intentions in the Middle East, however, 
was not entirely absent from the Syrian 
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press, I he Right-wing paper Jut had voiced 
suspicion of Soviet expressions of friendship 
and risked whether the Soviet Deputies 
really represented the people or whether 
they were merely the nominees of 
Bulganin and Krushchev. An Independent 
Nationalist Syrian Deputy. Final Mamlufc, 
who was a member of the Syrian parlia¬ 
mentary delegation to Moscow, is reported 
to have commented that he remained 
pro West, since Western imperialism could 
be thrown off, but should Syria succumb 
to Communist imperialism* she would never 
throw off its yoke. Criticism of the Soviet 
Union* however* is now voiced only by n 


small minority and the prevailing sentiments 
of Syrians towards the Russians are at 
present those of callow enthusiasm. These 
sentiments have been encouraged by the 
visit of the Soviet delegation* who played 
I lie ir cards well. 

7. I am sending copies of this despatch* 
together with enclosure*! ') to Her Majesty's 
Representatives aL Amman* Ankara, 
Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo and Moscow, and tg 
ihe Political Representative with the Middle 
Last Forces, 

I have, &c 

,1. GARDENER, 


f) Sot pnnlcd, 
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VY 1891/1 No. 13 

SEVERANCE OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BY THE SYRIAN 

GOVERNMENT 

Sir John Gardener to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd iReceived November 2 ) 

(No. 683. En Clair) Damascus, 

(Telegraphic) November 2, 1956. 

Shortly after 13*30 to-day the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs told me that 
the Syrian Government had decided to break diplomatic relations with Britain 
and France. This was broadcast by Damascus Radio before I was myself told, 

2. In giving me this news the Minister for Foreign Affairs gave me a delay 
of 24 hours to leave, and expressed the hope of the Syrian Government that I* as 
an old friend, of Syria, should return here when relations resumed. 

3. I propose to go to Beirut. 

4. 1 presume Her Majesty's Consul Aleppo will also have to leave. 
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VY 1891/4 No, 14 

PROTECTION OF BRITISH INTERESTS IN SYRIA 


MA Sdwyn Lloyd to Sir Lionel Lamb iBerne\ 

(No, 208, En Clair) Foreign Office, 

(Telegraph icl November 2, 1956 

Following is text of communication asking Swiss to lake charge of our interests 
in Syria. 

" Her Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom have received a 
communication from the Syrian Government formally breaking off diplomatic 
relations between Syria and the United Kingdom as from to-day, November 2, 
1956. 

t+ Her Majesty's Government have the honour to request the Swiss 
Government to be good enough to take charge of United Kingdom interests in 
Syria, and to authorise their diplomatic and consular officers to act accordingly. 
This request relates to the protection of all interests, both of persons and property, 
for which Her Majesty's Representative in Syria is normally responsible 
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/ mum No, is 

DAMAGE TO THE IRAQ PETROLEUM COMPANY’S PIPELINES 

IN SYRIA 

<D 

Mr. Middleton to Mr, Setwyn Uoyd, i Received November 4) 

No. 1009. Confidential) Beirut, 

Telegraphic) November 4 „ 1956, 

Iraq Petroleum Company. 

Two British staff from Homs arrived in Tripoli, They report that the British 
staff from T3 and T4 are now in Homs, It is hoped the stuff from T2 have been 
able to move back to Tl. There is no suggestion that any of them have been 
molested. 

2, I he first information Is that Mdiarists removed the British staff from T3 
ind T4 during the night of November 2-3 and carried out extensive destruction by 
lynanuting pumps and generators, Ji is hoped to get further details later to-day. 
Preliminary indication is that the damage may be serious. 


V 1531/200 (2) 

Mr. Sclwyn Uoyd to Sir Lionel Lamb (Berne) 

No. 220.) Foreign Office, 

’Telegraphic) November 5, 1956, 

The following statement was made to-day by a Foreign Office spokesman:- 
" Information available to Her Majesty's Government indicates that units 
:ff the Syrian Army carried out demolitions on the oil pipeline in Syria. 

“ Her Majesty’s Government must hold the Syrian Government directly 
responsible for any such acts of sabotage and for causing the flow of oil to cease 
They also call on the Syrian Government to take the immediate action ncccssarv 
to repair the damage done and ensure the continued operation of the pipeline " 
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VY 1391 /4 No. 14 

PROTECTION OF BRITISH INTERESTS IN SYRIA 

Mr. Setwyn Lloyd to Sir [Janet Lamb (fiter/ie) 

(No. 208, En Clair) Foreign Office, 

(Telegraphic) November 2, 195 

Following is text of communication asking Swiss to take charge of our in teres 
in Syria. 

“ Kcr Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom have received 
communication from the Syrian Government formally breaking off diplomat 
relations between Syria and the United Kingdom us from to-day, November 
1956, 

" Her Majesty's Government have the honour to request the Swi 
Government to be good enough to lake charge of United Kingdom interests i 
Syria, and to authorise their diplomatic and consular officers to act according! 
This request relates to the protection of ail interests, both of persons and properl 
for which Her Majesty’s Representative in Syria is normally responsible 
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V 1531/193 No. 15 

DAMAGE TO THE IRAQ PETROLEUM COMPANY'S PIPELINES 

IN SYRIA 

(!) 

Mr. Middleton h> Mr . -SVJtvy/i Lloyd. (Received November 4) 

(No, 1009. Confidential) lieirut, 

(Telegraphic;) November 4, 1956. 

Iraq Petroleum Company. 

Two British stalf from Homs, arrived in Tripoli. They report that the British 
stuff front T3 and T4 are now in Homs, It is hoped the staff from T2 have been 
able lo move hack to TL There is no suggestion that any of them have been 
molested. 

2. The lirst information is that Meharisrs removed the British staff from T3 
and T4 during the night of November 2-3 and carried out extensive! destruction by 
dynamiting pumps and generators. It is hoped to gel further details later to-day. 
Preliminary indication is that the damage may be serious. 


V 153! /2GQ (2) 

Mr, Setwyn Uoyd to Sir Lionel Lamb I Berne) 

(No, 220.) Foreign Office, 

(Telegraphic) November 5 , i956. 

The following statement was made to-day by a Foreign Office spokesman: — 
" Information available to Her Majesty's Government indicates that units 
of the Syrian Army carried out demolitions on the oil pipeline in Syria. 

** Her Majesty's Government must hold the Syrian Government directly 
responsible for any such acts of sabotage and for causing the flow of oil to cease, 
They also call on the Syrian Government to take the immediate action necessary 
to repair the damage done and ensure the continued operation of the pipeline ", 
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VY 10338/20 No, 16 

VISIT OF PRESIDENT QUWATLI TO MOSCOW 

Sir WMkim Hay let m Mr. Sdwy/t Lloyd. {Received November IS) 


(No. 246. Confidential! Moscow, 

Sir* November 12, 19 J6, 

! have the honour to report that the 
President of Syria, Shukri Quwatli, paid a 
short official visit to the Soviet Union 
between the 31st of October and the 3rd of 
November. He was accompanied by his 
wife and daughter, by the Syrian Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs. Defence and Agriculture 
and by the Heads of the Central Bank 
and the Information and Propaganda 
Department. 

2 Apart from the fact that, because of 
the extreme shortness of his stay, the 
Syrian President spent the whole of it in 
Moscow, the arrangements for it conformed 
to t he fa mil iar patte rn. The airera ft bri ng- 
ing him to Moscow from Kiev, where he 
made a short stop cn route, was provided 
with an escort of fighters. He was met 
on arrival by Voroshilov, Bulganin and 
Shepifov and a number of other Soviet 
Ministers. The usual round of entertain¬ 
ments was given in bis honour, including 
a lunch by Voroshilov, a gala performance 
of “ Swan Lake " at the Bolshoi Theatre, 
and a reception given by the Syrian 
Embassy at a hotel. President Qu Wat I is 
wife and daughter were entertained to tea 
Hv Mme. Voroshilova. On the hist day of 
(he visit Voroshilov gave the usual large- 
scale Kremlin reception for the Syrian parly 
which was attended by all the Soviet 
leaders. After it the Syrian President left 
for the airport where he was seen off 
by Voroshilov, Bulganin. Shcpilov and 
Zhukov. 

3. The Soviet press announced on the 
*-nd and 3rd of November that discussion^ 
had taken plate between the Syrian repre¬ 
sentatives and representatives of the Soviet 
Government on matters of common con¬ 
cern, On ihe 5th of November a joint 
communique was published. A translation 
is enclosed.O 

4. Ihe Syrian President's visit was, of 
course, heavily overshadowed by the Sue* 
crisis and this no doubt provided the main 
subject for the Soviet-Syrian discussions. 


J have, however, no further information 
about these than is provided by the 
joint communique It condemns Britain, 
France and Israel for their “ open and un¬ 
provoked aggression ” against Egypt and 
for their failure to heed the General 
Assembly's resolution calling for the 
cessation of hostilities and (he withdrawal 
of foreign troops from Egypt. French 
military operations in Algeria arc also 
strongly criticised. As I pointed out in my 
telegram No. 3557 of (he 5th of November, 
however, it was noteworthy that the Syrian 
Prcsidem was very ostentatiously seen in 
public with Soviet military figures and that 
meetings between them were reported in 
the press. 1 suspect that possible military 
move men is in connection with the situation 
in Egypt were discussed, including the 
despatch of Soviet 14 volunteers " via Syria. 
It was also reported in the press I halt the 
discussions were attended by Kabanov, 
No doubt future trade, including arms 
supplies, were discussed. 

5. It was inevitable, even without the 
sharp deterioration in the Middle East 
situation, that (he theme of the speeches 
delivered during this visit would be the 
Arab struggle against colonialism and Soviet 
support of (his cause. President Quwatli 
s(.ited the theme as soon as he arrived at 
(he airport. He was, he said, happy to be 
m a country which had broken the bonds 
of colonialism and was showing the wav 
for other countries to follow. At Voro- 
vhiluvN lunch on the 1st of November he 
spoke of the Arabs’ struggle for liberation 
and of ihe attempts of the imperialists, in 
alliance with Zionism, to halt Arab pro 
gress, The attack on Egypt was an attack 
on the whole Arab world. The Soviet 
Union supported the Arab world M Wc 
are grateful to the Soviet Union for adopt¬ 
ing this position and therefore state here 
thai wc are ready to develop and maintain 
the most friendly relations with you j great 
country On the 3rd of November at the 
Kremlin reception Voroshilov devoted most 
of his remarks to an attack on Britain, 

1 ranee and Israel, including a reference to 


n Not primed. 
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the ■* aggressive and colonialist alms " of 
the Bagdad Pact. The Syrian President 
made no reference to the Bagdad Pact in 
his reply, but thanked Voroshilov for 
“ raising the voice of protest . . . . against 
the aggression unleashed against our 
people,*’ and accused "certain people" of 
attempting to start a world conflict. Every¬ 
thing, in fact, which President QuwailJ said 
was exactly in line vvilh Soviet propaganda. 

6, The President's visit here at this 
juncture presented the French Ambassador 
and myself with some awkward problems. 
We had of course been invited before his 
arrival to the Syrian Ambassador's recep¬ 
tion on November 2, But rn order lo avoid 
an incident I thought it best, with my 
French colleague's somewhat reluctant 
consent, to enquire through the Iranian 
Ambassador whether our presence would 
not be embarrassing to (he President. I 
received the reply that it would not and 
that if we came we would be treated with 
all proper respect. Between the receips of 
this reply and the time of the reception 
wc heard on the wireless that Syria had 
broken off relations with the United 


Kingdom and France. Wc nevertheless 
attended, and there were no speeches and 
no incidents. But we thought it best to 
absent ourselves from the Kremlin recep¬ 
tion the following day* which was jus I as 
well since Voroshilov’s offensive speech 
would probably have obliged us to walk 
out, 

7, President QuwatlPs visit to this 
country is in itself of no great practical 
significance. With or without it Soviet 
influence in Syria, already strong, is bound 
to increase as long as the present tense 
situation in the Middle East continues. 
Taking place, however, at the lime it did, it 
gave the Soviet leaders the best possible 
opportunity of impressing on the President 
and his companions that the Soviet Union 
is the only true friend of the Arabs in their 
struggle against Western domination. 

8. 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Damascus, Washington, Paris and Tel Aviv. 

I have, &c. 

W. G, HAYTER. 
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VY 189! /17 No, 17 

THE CLOSURE OF HER MAJESTY’S CONSULATE, ALEPPO 


Mr, Pul tar to Mr. Sdwyn Lloyd, f Received November -U 

tUnnumbered, Restricted} Lot\d<m t 

Sir, November /5, I956 r 

I have the honour to report that, as a result of the severance of relations 
between Syria and the United Kingdom, Her Majesty's Consul ale, Aleppo, was 
closed at 2'30 pin, on Sunday, the 4th of November, 

2. Owing to the insistence of the Syrian authorities that I should depart as 
soon as possible it was not practicable to await the arrival of she Swiss 
representative to whom the house and office should be handed oven Arrangements 
were according made with the Governor of Aleppo that he should nominate 
some person or persons to seal the doors of the building on Sunday, the 4th of 
November, at 2*00 p.m. This was duly done, and Syrian and British Consular 
seals were placed on the four doors of the main building as well as on the garage 
and the rear gate of the garden after the flag had been run down, 

3. 3 left immediate!) in my own car for Beirut, accompanied by Messrs, 
Piveteap and Rika hi, the Consulate's staff, who were in a taxi for which the 
Governor had allowed a special grant of petrol for the occasion. The journey was 
uneventful except for the fad that we had to pass through villages and towns 
thronged by local populations ready to greet the President of Syria on his return 
from Moscow. It is possible that the insistence of the Syrian authorities Chat 
I should leave as soon as possible was the fact that they were aware that President 
Kuwatly was going to make a violently anti-British and anti-French speech in 
Aleppo the afternoon of his arrival. Wc were forced to drive with side-lights only, 
and the Syrian army outposts at Homs stopped us to ask why the sidelights were 
not blued out. When the circumstances were explained to them the cars were 
allowed to proceed, 

4. The following day, the Aleppo Consulate's fee-stamps, seals, and stamps, 
along with some files, were handed over to Her Majesty's Consul, Beirut; all keys 
of the building, garden, cupboards. Sic., were handed over to the Swiss l egation. 
Details of these arrangements have been given to Establishment and Organisation 
Department. 

5. Prior to the dosing of Her Majesty’s Consulate some 50 persons of United 
Kingdom origin had left Ajeppo, approximately half to Iskendenm and half to 
Beirut, This number comprised almost the whole of the remaining members of 
the British colony of United Kingdom descent, as well as a number of business men 
staving temporarily in Syria. Fortunately, they were able to leave hefore the 
blowing up of the pipeline, and so could buy petrol. The Syrian authorities, 
however, refused to allow the departure of a British subject who was under 
contract to the Syrian Air Force as a flying instructor. His contract will expire 
at the end of the year, but in I he meantime he has been given leave within Aleppo. 
His safety has been guaranteed by the Governor, and his wife and four children 
reached Is k end mm safely. I wired Her Majesty's Embassy, Ankara, asking that 
Mrs Anderson be assisted if neocssary* One other British subject of United 
Kingdom origin remained, an elderly invalid, Mr. Wratislaw, who will be cared for 
by Syrian friends of long standing It is, perhaps, worth observing that, whereas 
during the first evacuation crisis at the end of August two or three Syrian firms 
said they would look after the families of British engineers under contract to them, 
is well as the engineers themselves; on the second occasion this offer was not 
repeated, and the engineers themselves were quite glad to leave 

6. 1 feel it only right to report that the attitude of the new Governor of 
Aleppo, to whom 1 had to make many requests on behalf of BriLish subjects, was 
correct and helpful. When I pLtid my official farewell with (he members of my 
staff on Sunday morning t thanked him for his assistance. It was all the more 
gratifying to encounter this spirit in (hat my first interview with him had been 
the inauspicious occasion of the day following the Aleppo riots. 
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7* The Directors of the British Council and British Bank left for Turkey 
when they closed their establishment*. On the night of the departure of the British 
Council's officers, the Assistant’s flat was entered by the security police, who 
searched all his luggage, removing some papers, but returning them later. My 
informant of this operation was the officer's servant, but. when I went to investigate, 
I saw that two trunk locks had been forced. There was no proof of any other 
kind* so that, coupled with the swift onrush of international events. I did not feel 
able to make a protest, 

1 have, Sic , 

H. N. PULLAR. 
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VY 1891/16 No. 18 

SEVERANCE OF COMMERCIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN SYRIA AND 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Mr. Middleton to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. {Received November 21) 

(No. 1220.) Beirut, 

(Telegraphic) November 21, 1956. 

Swiss legation inform us that Syria has broken off commercial and consular 
relations with us. and that Mr. Cranston has been instructed to leave on Friday, 
November 23. He will come to Beirut. 
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VY 1891/20 No. 19 

SYRIAN CONDITIONS FOR THE RESUMPTION OF DIPLOMATIC 

RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Mr. Middleton to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. {Received November 24) 

(No. 30 S. Restricted) Beirut. 

(Telegraphic) November 24 „ 1956. 

Swiss Legation have been told by Head of Political Department of Syrian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs that Syria would not restore diplomatic relations with 
ns until Egypt had agreed to do so. 
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VY 1015/76 No. 20 

ARREST OF SYRIAN POLITICIANS 

Mr, Middleton 10 Mr. Selwyn Uoyd. i Recei ved December J) 


mo. 1351) Beirut, 

(Telegraphic) December 3, 1936. 

Le Soir of Saturday evening and some Sunday papers, carry a report that the 
Syrian authorities had arrested a number of Syrian politicians including 
Mounir Ajlani, Deputy for Damascus. Adel Ajlami, Deputy for Zebdani, Admin 
A Lass i, and Dr. Sami Kabbara, ex-Minis*er, following the discovery recently of 
a plot against the State The report also says that a number of Syrian politicians 
left Syria some time ago. 
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VY 1015/82 No. 21 

FORMATION OF SYRIAN “PARLIAMENTARY FRONT” 


Mr. Middleton tn Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. [Received December 11) 

(No. 1428} Beirut, 

(Telegraphic! December it, 1956. 

To-day's Lebanese Press reports ihai a number of Syrian Deputies (estimates 
vary between 50 and 68) have signet! the charier of a " Parliamentary Front" 
formed two weeks ago with a programme of opposition to “ plots, imperialism and 
the Baghdad Pact " The front is said to contain all the Baath and Nationalist 
members, many Independents but no Populists, and to include Alt rum Hourani. 
K hated el Azm and K haled Bikdash. 

2. The Syrian Prime Minister, AssalL h quoted as saying that a draft law 
is now ready for a three-year national loan of £5.85-100 million at 4| per cent. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


No. 22 

LEADING PERSONALITIES IN SYRIA 

Sir John Gardener to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. {Received August 24) 


(No. 132, Confidential! Damascus, 
Sir* August 20. 19$6, 

Willi reference to my despatch No. 10 of 
the !5th of January, 1955. I have the 
honour to send you herewith m> report on 
the leading personalities in Syria. 

2, This report includes details of the 
members of the three Syrian Governments 
formed since the submission of my despatch 
under reference, ft eiIso contains notes on 
the new Chief of Staff and other personalities 
who have emerged from the younger 
generation of army officers since the fall of 
Shishakli. 

I have, kc. 

J, GARDENER. 


E nclosure 

INTDIEJI 

1, 'Aijbu.l, Badri. Dr, 

2, Abdutkarim. Aziz, Mmor-Generai 
•i, *Aidi, Abdul Karim. 

4. Aflaq, Michel. 

5. Ahnwik Muhamud Suleiman ah 

6. AilunL Mtnif, 

7. Jros 111. Tahhsin. 

S, Amri, Hamid. 

1J . Artlaki, Maim, 
to. Antaki, Ri/qaBah. 

E E. Aphnml U Mar (gnalius, 

12. Armaria? i. Nujib, 

I 3. Avif. Amin Abu. Eirigudicr. 

14. Assali. Sabri 

15. A'lwad, Abdul Oadr, 

16. Aias&i, Adnan, 

17. Atussi. Fakfi, 

IS. At^ssi. HsshLm. 

19* Airoib, Amir Hassan, 

2ft. A trash, SultHit bin Ham Ltd Pasha. 
2f. Aycdj. Mnltamad ah, Haj. 

22. Az.m. Abdurrahman al- 

23, A/m. Kind id at 

24. Fin bit, Nassuh 

25. B.irazi. Husni. 

26, BarmatUi. ft a dud. 

27, rtiWash. KhaM 
2$. Ti*J:ii Sblnbuddin. 

29„ riu/Hj, All. 

(0. Chatila, Khalid, Dr. 

3L Chfibai* Anil, 

*7, Cbdnt, Fuad, 

33. Dahfcni ;j! Hadi. Shaikh. 

34. Dnnda^hi, Alt Abdul Karim. 

35. Daudi. Atfib. 
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36, Duwalibi, Ma ruf. 

37, Diub, Minir. 

3h, Fans**, Na/jr. 

39. F'layyeb,. Ahmad. 

40. Giumitn. Wjhib. 

4J. tiha/Jf;, Saul. 

42. Hutlar. Lutii. 

43. Hakim, Hassan. 

44. Hamzch, Aref, 

45. Harun. Assad. 

46. Ha run. Taufttj, 

47. Ha tins, Anwar. 

4S, Hiiidieh, GnEgoire. 

49. Nomad, Abdul Wahab. 

50. Hums], Edmond, 

51. Hmibby, 5dtd. Brigadier. 

52. Hotininr, Akram, 

53. Husseim, Ibrahim. Colonel. 

54. tbish. Nun. 

55. Ilian, Mikhail. 

56. Isttinnk Ibrahim. Dr, 

57. Jahri, thnan. 

58. Jabri, Mu id add in, 

5 Lf . Jabo, Rashid, 
no, Jaaz&r, Kuzim, 

fti. Kjthhali. Nuruddin, 

'■2. Knilsni, Kj shill. Lietucnant-Calorrei 

63, Kallas. KbaliU 

64, K .ayAbdurrahman, 

65, Kckhia. Rushdi, 

66 , Kbjlsh. Muhamad Subln, 

67, KEkoja. Hamid, 

6,3, K hours. Faiz 
69. KEtovci. Fares, 

701 Khnun, 5uburl, 

71. Kuzbart. Ma'am Un, 

72. Kuzbari, Nader, 

73. Malik. Hanna. 

74. Matoyan, Hranl, 

75. Mardam Bey. Abdurrahman, Colonel 

76. Mardam Bey. Haidar. 

77. MimJam Bey, Jamil . 

7S. Mariam Bey. Khalil, 

7A Mirra.. Mu^lafa, 

SO* Mukfi. R.tif. 

31, Bubar&k. Mob a mad. 

8 ? Mtidanis. Suteiimm. 

83, Mulsairi. Tssam. 

34, Mitihim bin M'uhuid. Amir. 

85 X^ltiiiTi, Ami n, r iculnruini'Colonel 

86 Nizamuddin. Abdul Raqi. 

37. Ni 7 :imuddin. Tawfiq. Major-General. 

88 - Qanbar. Ahmad. 

89. Os was. Ihsim. 

90. Outs, tsmnil. 

91 Oud^i, Nazim. 

Q-iwatli. S'ncVrs. 

93 Ra«lan. \bctul Has#ib, 

94 Rayvi^ Munir. 

9.5 ftikahi. Akram. 

9ft Sadal, Munir. Dr. 

97 Safa, Miihamad. rnlonrl 

95 SihnnwL Jean 

R 












99, Surra}, Abdu] Hail 

100. Sawwaf. Husni, 

10|. SyyvnJ, JallaL 

102. Sha'alan, Fawwu; Amir. 

I'D. Shatra. Mahmud, LicLHcimnKalond. 

104, Shayib, Fuad, 

105, SbijitMUtlj-. Adtb, Brigadier-General. 

106, STiukikir. Fuad SEiswkat. Brigadier-General, 

107, Sliukairi, Ahmad, 

10 H, Sibii, Mustafa Shaikh, 

109, SidwwL Wadi', 

110, Siulh. Raficj, 

111- Stali, Gcorgh, 

112. Surur. Hayyit, Shaikh. 

113, Suwaiti, SlalaEiuSr 

114. Tabs in, Said. 

115, Tantzi. Rusftdi, 

Mb. Taxazi, Saliifiuddin, 
t 17. Tayyarji, Sami. 

MS. Tiltawra Said. 

119. Trahulri, Izani. 

120, Zamuddirt, FariiL 
12 L Zunimaria, Leon, 

122. Ziirq.-i, Mustafa, Shaikh, 


1 . HbboiL »»dri. Dr. 

Born in Ofir-s^-Zof in 1910, Studied la&ticinc 
at Damajicu*. University. Fleeted deputy for Dcir- 
ez-Zor in 1 95-3 Since bis election has been con¬ 
sidered a member of the Democratic Wrtr of 
Independents. Minister of Health in S.n'id Gbiiizi's 
Government, September E955 ip June 1956. 

Conceited and slippery, and disliked by officials 
in hi* Ministry- In. May 1956 was involved in a 
dispute with U.N.R.W.A. in Syria, whose modieil 
service* he criticised. He Uiefi Syria for first time 
in May 1956 to attend W.H.O, Con Terence in Geneva, 

2. klidiilkvrim. Adz, M;iji]r,(anrrai 

Bom ui 190S. An .AEouilc Moslem, fteeam-e 
Inspector of Artillery with the rank of Ikutesurnt- 
colonel in 1949, Director of Artillery in 1950. Com¬ 
mander (he Northern Region bused on Aleppo in 
1951 and full colonel and Officer Commanding, 
4th Bureau, in 1952. Forcibly retired from i,hc Army 
in December 1952 for alleged implication in a plot 
against the regime December 1953 appointed 
Mohafer of Rural Damascus, M-ireh 1954 rein¬ 
stated in army and promoted brieadter in April 
July W4 appointed A'-H-rat Deputy Chief of Still 
(Administration). lie ri cornudered honest. con- 
teientious, and practical, though pigheaded, 
Appointed Officer Command in c Syrian Air Force. 
October (9?5, Appointed fteputy'diief of StiET in 
duly 1956 feillowing deposition of General Shuksm 
engineered by group i>f Right-wing officers 

1, Wiili Abdul Karim 

Burn 1903 in Damascus, Sunni Moslem 
Educutcd in Damascus, hut while still a student 
wav vcntcnccd to five 'i tan** imprisonment following 
(he Crane Cdmmis-slon incidents and lied to 
Frans,jnrdau, where he met King AIL, whom 
he accompanied to the Hedjaz. Relumed to 
Damascus in 3927, principal of ifie UJariyeh College 
1929-39. Fled to Bagdad to escape arrest by the 
French* but returned in 1941. Kairrukam of Douma 
3 94? 45. Director of Police, Damascus. April 1945 
to May 1946. during which period he was on very 
friendly terms with the officers of (be British Mili¬ 
tary Security Mission and proved very co-operative. 
Mo ha for or DenF 1946 47. Appointed Mohafez of 
Hamj December 1948, Was a leading member of 
the League of National Action. He is a close 


InenJ of Shirk ri Quwatly, Appointed Director of 
Tribal Control in July 1949. Appointed Mohafez of 
the tuphrates in June 195!. Appointed Head of the 
Office in Syria for the boycott' of Israel early in 
I95.F Made an Arab League official in 1954 "and 
appointed Head of the General Boycott Office 
against Israel. 

Capable and intelligent with a pk-a-sant 

personality., 

4 . Afiaq, Michel 

Born about 1910 in Damascus. Christian, 
Studied at the Sorbonne and contributed to a 
Parisian Commuuisi-eontroUed maga/iue. On fiis 
return* he taught history an a secondary school and 
wrote communique articles for the press. He formed 
i group i,f >tudeni followers into the Ruath HI Arnbi 
Party m I94d. with Sadahuddin Hilar (#.v,J as his 
licutnuru. He Eater said lhal he thoujiht communism 
was inapplicable in Moslem countries, lie was 
against fihukri Quwutli fo.vj except when the latter 
Opposed the f rench umndaiory power. He was im¬ 
prisoned under the Zaim regime, but afterwards, m 
1949* he was appointed Minister of Education by 
Has him Atussi iif.v I'. Resigned after three months. 
He left for a protracted visit to South America in 
I95(f. Returned to Syria but fled to the Lebanon 
with At rum fliuimni (ijr.t.l and Satahuddin Jlitar 
(y.i-.) after the abortive anti-SLJthakli plot at the 
end of 1952. Returned to Syria, with hi* fellow 
conspirators in October 1953 with ShishnklFq per- 
mission. When Ha’nth und Socialist parties 
airuIgamalcd Allan remained one of she leaders, 
hut almost from the beginning difficulties arose 
™tw«n him and Hourana His divergences with 
Hourani have increased as a result of the latter's 
pro-Egyptian policy. Iking a Christian he is 
handicapped politically* Did not stand in 1954 
elections. He is honest with more intelligence than 
most fanatics. 

5. Vhmnd, Muhamad Suk-iman jit- 

Born at LatJairia in 3 WS. Sunni Moslem, b a 
port -and generally known by his pen name of 
’■ Bcdnwi a I lebeS " Member of Arab Aca demy, 
l .k-Ltcd Deputy for l.attaltiu in 1943* 1947 and 1954. 
Mmisk-r of Health from March I to May 19^4 usd 
■icain from October 29, [954, to February I?. 1955 . 
Formerly u prominent member of ch,.- Naljonaliu 
Party, hut left Nationallsl.s and helped form Coasti- 
tutional bloc, bccomEn? Minister of Slate for Press 
and Propaganda with Sa’id Ghazni’s Government fn 
September 1955. Ik is credited with having clipped 
the wines oT the Communists in, tTac Syrian Broad¬ 
casting Department. 

Affable and outwardly pro-Wedcm, but not very 
trustworthy. Claims (o lifive worked w.th King 
I’iirval I of Iraq from hk I3amascus days ami to be 
still pro-Iraq. 

6 * A ilanh Munir 

&sn of Darwish A}lani Burn. DnmascuN 1910. 
Sunni Maskm. Sludicd in France, where he 
graduated as doctor of law Author of a book on 
Syrian CPrrttlultcifl Elected Deputy 1 . 936 , At 
.iu:..L-i of Nationalist rteime he. with Seif ed Din 
Ma'mouu. Ahmad Stuoman and Mohmned Sarrai. 
organised the " fron Shirts'' (an un^nisatitm based 
on Sari Brown Shirty) and w.is nnc of the 
comanuuders until ii w,ts uikcn o\er by Nirhat 
Mamluk 1937, SiK»n after, the movement was 
suppressed by French, fo!lowing disorders in Aleppo 
and LiuMa. 

Although hk age had been amended hv Nations)- 
(i -' en*bk him to become Deputy fminimum 301 
he bitterly opmisctl Nationalists in Parliament In 
I9JS he and Zeki d Khatib were arfqsicd and tried 
for writing a manifesto attacking Nationalist Govern¬ 
ment, but were acquitted. 


In September 1941 he was appointed head of 
Sheikh Taj cd Din's secretariat, and when on 17th 
April. 1942. Cabinet wa* reshuffled Sheikh Taj made 
him Minister of newly created Ministry of Youth and, 
Propaganda in the Government of Husnl Hamri. 
Was a member of Jemil Ulshis Government 
I,January 1943 to March 1943), twrcupyiiig the Same 
Ministry, the name of which was changed to 
Ministry nf Social Allairi I January 19431 Married 
on 2 '.hh August. 1942, the daughter of Sheikh Taj. 
Appointed lecturer in Roman law at Damascus Uni¬ 
versity, Match 1 L H 3 . Professor of Law College 
1945. Deputy for Damascus 1947. Minister of 
Education in Jamil Mar Jam's second Gov.-mment 
October 1947. Member of Syrian Delegation to 
Arab League Conference in Beirut October 

Imprisoned by Zmm lor publishirtg ;i pro- 
Hodiimitc article. Liccied as an Independent lo 
the Constfluent Assembly in November 1949. 
An advocate of union between Syria and 
her Hush indie neighbours. AiLnt wav arrosted 
in Sjptemher 1950 together with LicmcnAm- 
Colonel iiahij Kallas on charge-, of cOBSpiring 
aguuoi die security of the State with the Jordan 
Government. After trial by j military irihunul 
A iI.l iii wu-. acquitted in January 1951, Mmlster of 
Ju.diec m Ma'iuF Dawalihik frj.v.) Government; 
2-Sth to 29lh November, Impri^ncji by General 
Shbhaklt. Etcivu ■ cd in Pebnian 1952. Dismissed 
from the ficlioi’l of Law it Dannicu.s Hniveraty in 
March for refusing to take an oaih to abstain from 
potiiics Opposed to the draft Constitution and 
method of election as President of General Shishakl 
Duly 1953k Minister of Education in Sahri 
Assalis caretaker Government March-June 1954. 
■\UgUM 1954 appointed Ambins.^ador at Pins, bin 
did ei-.i i proceed, Returned a-, an Independent for 
DamasLiJi in September I |J ?4 election'-. Ltd small 
group of IndcpeiidctiL, whf> co-operated with 
Nationalists, Minister of Educaiinn in |-i*n> el 
Khcurik Coccrmucnlt, October 1954. Appuintcd 
Miniver of Justice in S-i'iil Ghazrik Ck>v.jninciiL 
September 1955. but lumkered after Foreign Affairs 
portfolio and resigned in May I 95 h. 

Conceited individual, vacillating and highly emo* 
tinmil vet obtitinatc. h considered ,i repeal - 
by Arabs. 

7, VlcvamlrifS HI, Tulihan 

lik'rn in Damascus m 3Sf>9, where hr wav educated 
in liio Greek Orthodox School His brilliance and 
his steadiness led lo his Iwtiig seal lo the Ecderiasii- 
cal College in Constantinople. In ISW fi L - returned 
E 4 j E7.Tnuiv.-u-; and Iwo years later went to the 
religion h academy iti Kiev, Studied for a few yearn 
irt Moscow. In 1903 he was appointed Bishop of 
Allan i and 1 aia-tis. Inn was badh received by the 
popuialion there and ; C'-igned in 19tKi In l 'MS he 
was gppisiitted Bidn>p of 1 'ripolt and remained there 
m-irl 1930, W'hen he was. elected Patriarch of 
D-iiTiaict^ by the Damascus electors bin not by 
other member-, of the electoral college, who elected 
Amnio*. Bishop of Laukia. A -schism resulted and 
the three other patriarchs (Alexandria, Condantj- 
uople and feriis^lan') reni representatives to con- 
duei an enquiry into the election, They finally ggve 
their opinion itt favour of Alcuandros, ' The schVvm, 
however, perrivied until the death iff Arsanlcu in 
l'ri 2 . Ale 1,-1 mJrr.s has been criTicisicd for his weak 
hautiling of the Fpiphtmios revolt m 1935, which 
resulted in Hie formation of on independent church 
in l.ainkiA in 1 This Independent community 
evisreif until 3939 when the French Hkfi Com'- 
mifisiouer thrcatenc l !o dec I) re i illegal. Since that 
date Fpiphanfns and the Patriarch have been 
reconciled The Italian attack or Greece in 1940 
Ivmtlght Mcxnndros into the open ac jin matspektn 
vuppk iter of the Greek cause in spite iff the presence 
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in Syria of an Italian Armistice Commission and in 
spile of the pro-Asis leanings of the French Vidty 
auLltDritics,. As lie ^uppo^ted the Greeks, w he 
supported the Allied cause under the same cireum- 
'.lances. I he tratlilianal Russian support enjoyed 
by the Orthodox Church in Syria having teased in 
1917, the Orthodox community under Aksrandros 
has drawn nearer lo the Moslem Syrian GovernEiiertl 
and, on the whole further away from the Latin 
Christian community which enjoyed the protec¬ 
tion of the French Mandatory. Alexandra* main- 
lains relations wish the Anglican Church both in 
Jerusalem .rad in England. When the Government 
of the ILS S.R, acknowledged the Russian Orthodox 
Church in l^-il C he began a correspondence with 
the Patriarch Sergei, and attendetl ihc election cere¬ 
monies in Moscow of the Pariksch in January 1^45, 
In 1950 was given honorary memberihip of the 
Theological Faculty at Kiev by the Mctrop.>litan of 
Leningrad, Alexandras seemed at one singe very 
Mjsocptibk to Soviet blandishments hut displeased 
Moscow by accepting an invitation to attend the 
Si, Paul I9|h Centenary celebrations ax ^Athens. 
Subsequent^ visited Moscow u-ing his journey so 
Athens as justification for, and as evidence of. his 
impartiality. Whilst there, was induced to make 
statements against the West. Returned with 2 it.(W 0 
dolbrs. ird ;i promise (ff Lhe same sum amiually, of 
which one snsUlnicnl has no’v been paid, this and 
mere is bcln| used lo reconstruct his residence and 
to gratify bis present passion for building. A 
further visii to Moscow and Bucharest in 1954 
brought him .1 substantial sura in cash said 10 be 
-Ldlkieni to complete bis building programme 
l -te SfJth anniversary of his consecration av a bishop 
in July 3954, was celebrated with great pomp, 
T3ic Patriarch received many gifts brought by 
delegates from all over the world- 

H, Imri. Ileniiel 

Born in |4i i from fX^raj, Sunni Moslem 
Ondtuiial from the School of Law at the Syrian 
l Iniversity and uficfwards studied in France, He has 
held ihc posts of Raima kam of Knuiehle and 
Rfflisjrir-GeneraJ in Damavous, In 3952, own tig io 
h:s 'Upptfrt of the regime, he was appointed uciing 
Secreiary-f iCujril of the Ministry of the Interior in 
plac; "f t-udrl Chebat (t/,e,). He laser became 
successively Acting Socretary-Gcncral of the Prime 
Minister's office, und, in Augnsi 1953, A-ssiffuni 
Sucretary-GeiKnil ,u the Presidency. When 
Shishakli was overthrown in i-cbruurv 1954 Amri 
w.is transferred to he Secretary to the Cabinet, 

9, Antaki, Naiut 

Born Aleppo 190(1, Greek OrtluHlox, 1 Jncatcd 
in AmrricJin 1 'nivmilv, Ti-z-rui A lawyer, he 
formerly worked with Mattie Louis Zaidi and was 
i one lime Dean of rhe Order of Barristers; at 
Ahppo I its v isited Indi., Scurctarv to the Syrian 
di-lugution in Paris for the conclusion of the Franco- 
Syrian Treaty On his return he became, in July 
19.37, Director for Foreign Affairs, but resigned tit 
December (937, being diw,ittsM with lhe wav in 
which be was ignored by his Moslem colleagues 
whenever important decisions were to he taken. 
1 H’l: no prat in polities from fall .if Nationalist 
Goremtmau (1939] until Selected as Minister for 
Provisional G wcnuncni of \ia Hrj- Ajoubi, in 
vvhich fie field M[nisitics For j'oreign Affairs and 
Publw Works (March f m- August 3 943) f keted 
Deputy for Daniacm. whither he hud officially 
transferred his ilomicile* in |943, bm for many 
months look no active pan in politic* as a result of 
temporary lo>s of eyesight through ovocworlt. 
Vlinister rU Finance. April t‘H5 to August, irt Fans 
Khoun’s oecorul Gnvemntcm (e/.,v.>; member of 
Sy ’,n (l'.legation to United Nations Conference 111 
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San Francisco, April I ^45, Minister at bounce and 
Acting Minister of Public Works in SaadulLih 
Jaon's Government (rf.v.J, September iy45. but 
resigned December 1945. Minister for Foreign 
Ail airs in Jamil Mar Jam's First Government, 
December 394b uniil April 1947. 

Is lawyer <»i Middle East Pipe Urns, of the 
Iraq Petroleum Company, and of she Uaoque 
dc Syne. Was lawyer of Taplioc but was 
not employed during site Zuirri regime becau&e be 
was said to get on badly with Husni Zaim 
whom he defended unsuccessfully when he was 
court-marLialkd in 1941. Successfully helped Middle 
Fail Pipe Line* to secure their way leave and 
refinery convention!* in June 1949, " Has been 
member of Syrian delegation lit stveml United 
Nations Conferences and at many Arab League 
meetings Attended Inter-Parliamentary Union Con¬ 
gress in Stockholm in September 1949" and in 1950 
as a Syrian delegate. Formerly an ardent Nationalist, 
his views are now ronsjdcrabily more moderate 
although he retains his great admiration and friend¬ 
ship [or Jamil Marditrn. Refused nomination, as a 
member or die Syrian delegation to the United 
Nations in 1952. ostensibly on grounds of M-health, 
hut m fact because he did not wish to be involved 
with the Shislukli regime. Has kept out of polities 
since in order to look after his lucrative law practice, 
k disillusioned and pessimistic as to future of 
dernocmcv in Syria. 

Very well educated, a tremendous worker and 
straightforward and sincere. Well disposed towards 
the British. Speaks creel [cm English and French. 

10. AntaJi, Ki/i} llhili 

Bom Ln Aleppo in 1913, Greek Orthodox. 
Studied law in Damascus and Path Professor in 
l. iw faculty erf Syrian University since I94F 
Ueclcd Deputy for Aleppo in 1947, 1949 and 1954 
Lewd:og member of Populist Party. Minister of 
Finance from October 20, 1954. to February 7, 1955, 
and in Sa'kl Gharri's Government from September 
15. 1955 Tried to maintain a pfo-Wcvt attitude in 
difficult circuimtinoes. 

11. \phmni 1, 31 nr IJpuitrilH 

Syrian Orthodox (Jacobite) Patriarch of Antioch. 
Bom ESS4 in Mosul. Educated by I he Dominicans a I 
Mosul j o.l receive d into the Roman Catholic Church 
Subsequently reverted to Ins original Church and 
» js ur darned in iL Became F.iinarch with residence 
J»t Horns I9JZ, His community extend}, over 
tiie Middle Last and India 1 whence he draws cv>n- 
.ijerable funds) Very aware of his own importance 
and tbit of his Church. Like most Levant ehuteh- 
uieii. itiidjelcs politics, with religum 

12. krnanari. VujUi 

Bom about 1900, From Hama. Sunni Moslem 
Doctcur en Droit (“ i litredutranger ")of Paris. Wav 
private secretary to President Abed, and so anathe ma 
to I'.ij cd Din, who persuaded de Mar Ed to oblate 
\bo3 to gel rid of him. Appointed private secretary 
to President Atsvri in 1937. On the resignation of 
President Ativsi (July 1939) remained tin employed 
until appointed Secretary-General to President 
Ouwatli, August 3943- h brother-in-law of Jamil 
Mirdam and hiv wife is Genera I Shtihakli's 
cotwin Appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to 
Great Britain, Poland and O'echcnlovukia. January 
19,15. Syrian reprtvcniative on Preliminary Com¬ 
mittee for United Nation* Organisation and member 
of Syrian delegation to United Nations Organisation 
meeting in J.orwJort. November 1945; appointed 
Minister to Sweden September 1947. He is not 
generally considered to have made a success of his 
mission in London and was recalled m June 1949. 
Appointed Syrian Minister to India in March 1950. 


Appointed Minister to Turkey in March 1952, He 
evidently did not please Ijls masters in. Damascus 
□ nd was relieved of Ins past in March 1953. 
Rejktfitcd in Foreign Service following Shtshukli's 
fall and appointed Syrian Ambassador at Cairo 
ni April 1954 Since then he has frequently been 
a Syrian delegate to Arab League meetings, bul 
frequently fell out with other members on account 
of their extremist views. Appointed Syrian 
Ambassador at London, December 1955. 

13w Aral, Amin Aim* Brigadier 

A Druzc born in I9E0 at Soueida. In 1949 he was 
promoted hcutenarH-vOJcMid and in 1951 given com¬ 
mand of die 1st Brigade on (he Israeli From. In 
June 1952 he relinquished command of the 
1 m Brigade at Quncitra and was appointed Com- 
in.mder of [lie 5 Ui l.iwa at Deir-cr-Zor. July S954 
promoted brigadier and appointed to command 
armoured brigade at Oalairn. He has had 
twenty-two years" continuous service. Was not 
trusted by General Sliivhakli who was afraid io net 
rid of him because of his large Dru7e following in the 
Syrian army, 

Hl played a leading part in three coups d£( m— 
Zaun's in March 1949; HjnnjiriA in August 1949 
and Shi.vhakirs in December 1949, 

He N art unprincipled opportunist and a thug with 
little personality. 

14. A«*H Sabri 

Born Damascus 1901, Sunni Moslem. Took Jaw 
degree in University of Damascus. 

Being of Nationalist outlook, Joined Nationalist 
Youth Movement and became its leader in 1940, 
Active in formation and control of Iran .Shirt-. Move¬ 
ment until 3937, when it w.ss disbanded, Joined up 
with Shukri Quwatil's Jstiklal Pjfu and beenme his 
principal lieutenant in 1940. (aider Vichy regime 
wai anii-Allied, and organised in May 194 J Com¬ 
mittee for Defence of Iraq (ic, pro-Rashid AIR, 
Arrested hy Allies in Febattry 1941 ami interned 
31 Raslwja, Released March 1943, elected Deputy 
lor Damascus that year. Was a leading member 
of the League nf National Action, which exercised 
considerable influence in Damacir. ami on which 
the President of the Republic placed considerable 
reliance. 

Minister of Intenor in Fan?. KhouriL second 
Government ti/,iO April to August 1945, Minister 
of Justice in Farls Khouri’s third Government 
August September 1945 Minister of Justice ind 
Acting Minister of LdL-cjiiun in Scudutah Jabri's 
second Government. September 1945 in April 1944c 
Minister of Interior and Minister of Health in 
Saadullah Jabri's third Government, April Decem¬ 
ber 3946. M Minister of Inferior showed himself 
nxdy n> lake strung action to prevent disorders and 
to suppress anti-Govcrnmeni activity. Elected deputy 
fur Damascus in t*447. Secretary-General of rhe 
National Pan) Pretended to co-operate with the 
late Husnl Zaini in 1949 but in reality worked against 
him. Lay low towards the end or Zairn’s regime 
bin after Zaiiti's I,it! came out into the open again ns 
an iictive worker for the National Party. Opposed 
to the drafr Constitution and merhod of election as 
FVCNiJcrU of General ShiihakU (July 1953). 

After SlmhaUiV fall in 195a Assail became Prime 
Minister of the temporary coalition Cabinet which 
wav to resiore dHUtilulional life and carry ou| 
elections. Ills Cabinet fell in June 3954 as n result 
of internal dissension and having made little attempt 
io earn itut elections. Wp elected for D.imiscu*. 
September 1954, He formed his second Cabinet in 
February 1955 with KHalid al A/m a> Fortiori 
Minister, This Government fell in Aitgusi I9J5. 
On June 14, l^5ti, he fornied a National Coalition 
Government which included the Ba’arh-SocintisLv 


in agreeiog to lliii* hs- showed a pro-Egyptian bias 
witieii i: explainable by Saudi bribes. 

He is unmarried* and drinks and gambles heavily. 
Nevertheless, he i=i one of the stronger characitrs m 
Syrian politics and was riui i3L-dLsposed io ilie Wl’si 

JS. Avnad, Abdut vjuilr 

Born m Aleppo in |9i>4. Sunni Moslcffl, Ob¬ 
tained law degree in Damascus m [927. Practised 
in Aleppo, then appointed judge al Court of First 
Instance in Aleppo, naapsiralc in 3-Jtib, Examiner 
or Courts in Antioch. Head of Executive Department 
in Aleppo. President of Court of First tnuance in 
Homs, Pros^cutor-Gencral in Damascus. President 
of Court of Appeal in Aleppo* liicn President of 
Court of Cas-sation in Damascus. Early in 3 95b he 
was appointed President ol the Supreme Court in 
Damascus. 

3(i. .Maori* Adnan 

Bom Houii about 1905. Sunrii Modem. Son of 
Hasheni Atassi (q.v.K Lawyer. During Nationalist 
Government w,t> appointed Syrian Vice-Consul afld 
atiaeite.i for instruction to French ConsuUie, tsuan- 
hut. Married u Turkish lady. Elected Deputy for 
Horn 1943 &nd again 1947. nml Pres idem of the 
Foreieit Affairs Committee of the Ssnnn Chamber. 
Minister Plenipotentiary in France and Belgium. 
January 19-15 i" March 1946, Minister of Justree 
and Public Works in Jamtl Mardam I'trel Goverrt- 
ment, ITeeensbcr l'H6 to June 1947. Represented 
Syrian Chamber of Deputies m the international 
Parliamentary Conference ni Geneva* September 
1945. At one time suspected of pro-Axis activities 
and was known to bs in frequent contact with, die 
Grand Mufti during the latter's residence at Ver¬ 
sailles, A prominent member of t3ic Pariiamcntary 
Constitutional Party. He was, one of the leading 
Deputies in opposition to Shukri Ouw.ub’s regime. 
Sent as Minister to J*amin 1949 and headed Syrian 
Delegation to Lausanne Lalk-. with Israel under 
au .pices of Palestine Conciliation Commission in the 
same year. 

Was relieved of his past in the autumn of 1952. 
Opposed to the draft Constitution and method of 
election as Pre>ident of General Sbisbakli fJulv 19531. 

After fall of Shishakli. ho father resumed the office 
of president of the Republic from which be hid 
previously ris-ignetl irt protest against the military 
regime This gave Adrian nn import ant petition, far 
he has much influence with hie father and hat even 
attended Cabinet meetings. Fleeted for Homs m 
3 954. 

intelligent and well educated. Relatively pro- 
Wextern. Gsneni Hy considered as a possible Minister 
far Foreign Affairs Not a strong character. 

|7, A taut. Faldi 

Bom about 1905* Homs. Moslem Son of 
fonmer Mufti of Homs and coirein of Hashcta a I 
Atassi ffl.v.). Educated in France (taw). Had 

G rhiical career, but was Chief of Municipality of 
oms. Became Minister of Education in the 

Hassan al Hakim Gove^menl on its r,, :ia : iEsv n mi 
S eptember 19*11. but revifined early in March 1942 
in pique. Chosen to be Minister of Justice, Educa¬ 
tion, Social AH ofv in ProvLio-nl Government at 
At i Rev Avmibt (March ln.it. Anvnsi 19431. 
Returned to hi' job as head of the Municipality, 
Homs, until 1946. when he resigned. Deputy for 
Homs* I C H7. 

Invited hv Hnvni ifaim to form a Government 
foflowint March 1949 but refused io 

hike office ns Minister of Education wtwi his attempts 

failed. Accented povt of Minister of National! 
Feonoinv in Ha shim Alassi'S Cihjrn-J of Aiiimst 1^40 
Fleeted to the Constituent Avsrmblv in November 
1949 as a member of the Popular Party. Minister 


of Justice in the Cabinet formed by Khalid a! Ann. 
in December 1949. Resigned in May 195U, Chair* 
man of foreign Adkins Comnuttee of Llic Chamber 
of Deputies 1950-51. Minister of Interior under 
Nazim Oujsi fc/.v.J, 23rd to 27iii March, and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs under Jdassan Hakim 
trf.v.k 9th August to I rich November. 1951. In she 
inter capacity he nijide a speech in Parliament 
a tucking ihc Four-Power Middle Lust Defence pro¬ 
posal. and resigned after quarrdlifig with the Prime 
Minister cm this issue, there by precipitating the ull 
Of the Government. Owns » newspaper, HI Suri 
FA Joltd (The New Syrian), which is generally artti- 
Brui-.li in tone. It wav the only paper to stuck 
Shishukli openly during his. regime. In tins paper 
he nppoaed General Shishukli s new fonuiuition 
and the hitters "election" as President (July 19531 
Minister for Foreign Affair', in Sabri Assailh 
coalition Cabinet. March June 1954. Returned as 
it PopuliM Deputy for Homs in September 1954 
elections. Minister for Foreign Affairs in Farrs el- 
K bo Lin's Cabinet formed in October 1954, 

Over-confident and supple. Over-proud of his 
education. He has deep convictions but is ^ 
determined politician. He is relatively pm- 
Western and amenable to reason, but vacillnlic£- 

1S. .\lav-i. Ibshim 

Born about 3S65 in Homs. Mofkm Good 
landed family. Prime Minister and President of 
ihc Con^tituem Assembly under FcisaL and Presi¬ 
dent of the Constiluenl Assembly nf I91S. Went 
io Mecca to be one of the three mediators in conffjct 
between Imam Yahya and Ibn Saud. Succeeded 
Hanano as leader of the Syrian Nationalist Woe 
in January 193b. Led the Syrian delegation fhn 
went to Paris in March 1936 ?li [u k goliate a 
Franco-Si nan treaty after the disturbance-!, of 
Januaiy^MaiCh 1936. With the Syrian delceilicut 
in Paris hiv moderating arid soochiiig influencL' was 
of great amsiamce to the successful conclusion of 
the treaty negotiations, Elected Pres,idcnt of the 
Syrian Republic. 2 1st December. 1936. On his 
election as President be leaned the leadership of 
the Nationalist Party, which was taken ovcf by 
Shukn Qawalli, His influence over the party £ucw 
less, however, as the Nationalist Governntent look the 
bit more firmly between its tcetii Resigned with the 
rail or the Nationalist Government 00 7th July, 1939, 
an.I retired to hh properly dl Homs, where he had 
built himself a pleasant villi during hiy (enure of 
office Had convcfi.uioris with General Dent? about 
resuming office in March >941 and with General 
Cutroux in Scrtcfnlver 1941 ;md ajiaio in M.ircb 
1943. hut on each occasion without result. Did not 
participate in 1943 elections and did not stand for 
the presidency. He berm to be rc-pareliid x$ a 
respectahk old man Of moderate opinions, bui some- 
what fxnir. During the Cibinet CTi"is; of December 
I94H was invited but failed to form a Government, 
After the coup dFieii by the hie Colonel Hirtnawi 
ot 14th AugUvl, 1949, formed n proviiiohnl coslition 
Cabimrt. Fleeted lempormy Head of State hy the 
Constituent Assembly in December 1949. pending 
(he dm win p Up of a new Comtiluiion. Llected 
Pfevidcnt of the Republic ot\ 5th September, 1950, 
(he djy when the new Constitution wa-- formally 
adopted nnd the Con.slituenl ?\ssembly Jxeame the 
Chamber of Deputies Retired to hit property ai 
Horns after General ShLvhakli’s coup dfiuti of 
79lh November J95t Associated himself with 
opposition to draft Constitution and method of 
election as. President of General Shishakli (July 1953}. 
Resumed the offloe of President of the Reodblic 
after Shi shut 3i\ fall, March 3 954. Durine 
Cabinet crisis of October 1954 allowed it to be 
known ibot he might resit!m if politicians did not 
show a greater sense of rcsponsibilitv, Shukri 
Quwatli succeeded him as President in August 1955. 











During the 1936 France-Syrian T rcaty talks he 
showed himself so be a Nationalist, who could temper 
course with discretion* After becoming Pees Kit ai 
he continued Uj show a dignified tact and restraint. 
However, lie has always bteo a figure-head rather 
than a leader. 

19, Atra-sh. \mir 6 ta^an 

flom .>L lhk l'JO>: Head of line Houso oE Acre, 
the leading house of the A trash family Was 
Mohatri of Jebel Druse until he was appointed 
Minister of Defence m Husai Liara/a's Government 
lApril 1942 to Jfliitarv I94J>, taking the place occu- 
p;u.i to hi% uncle, Abdul Ghalhr Pasha, until the 
old item* dealh n\ March 1942. Was again Minis¬ 
ter of rkifeiice in Jiiinil L hhih Coverimtew jJanuary 
194.1 to March 19431, Deputy for Soucida !943 and 
president of Ekiaflee Committee of Syrian Chamber, 
but placed cut reserve in December 1947 Rc- 
uppuinu'd Mohatiz of Jcltcl Druse i April 1943} 
and resigned from the Cimmk-r. The full integra¬ 
tion or Js'lvi Drw>e in the Syria It Republic in l'*45 
was largely due to hi- infiuvnvt- In May 194? he 
sfonsored the mutiny of the Croupcment Druse 
agiinsi their French officer* and ti-u.u-.s, co whom 
he gave sanctuary m his house He considers tliot 
the Syrian Go^erntriens arc ruii buffieicntly appre¬ 
ciative of the “leading iv-le " the Ite Isase played 
both in 1925 and 1945 igairu.i [he French. Amif 
Ha&an n a topical Druse. Despite Jus, pretence 
of being pro- Rritrib, lie did no thine in help 
the Allies during (be S itin eumpjijin; s'-id nothing 
m hinder He can, however, tomclimev l« 
“jollied” into favourable action. Flirted with the 
Nationalist, with the French and w ith King 
Abdullah His following in the Jebcl Druse was 
split by SJitikn Quwntly in 1943? and hit control ; • 
no longer absolute VVsi> imp. iwwetf by tienenl 
Slush:Ah in January 1^:34* but was released a few 
weeks bier when Shishakli fc 1 !. Minister of Agri¬ 
culture in Sahri Avails ctahtion Cabinet March 
Jun.' 1954, Relumed for ScUcidn id 1954 elections 
Minister of Mate lor the Iliju/ Railway in So“d 
GhoEriV Govern merit, Scptcsnh-T 1955 In June 

He is anti-Cwnjiiun;*l ;md Right-wing, lie bus a 
reining disposition, but like merit Drurev can b, - 
%iubfh>rn and avaricious. Elis wife i* a Junihlutt 
from ihe Lebanon who speaks French anJ English 
and is a great help to him wcially. 

26 Al ran h. Sol I no Rici llunliul Paslia 

Rom about 1^75 in tlic Jcbcl Dnjse (Soltan is 
a name, not a title.} Family originally from 
R ishaja. migrated so Jcbel Druse in B nd 

bai'nc paramount Druse family there, Solum is 
the head of the Kraiye house, which is junior to 
the Acre house* hooded by Emir Hnssan 
t nder the Turks, Sultan adopted wary tactics and 
avoided a conflict- In J925-26 took a leading part 
m iiii: Druse revolt and became >t centre r *und 
which die various insurgent leader* moved When 
li-e revolt was crushed Solum Pasha fled to 
rrans'ordan with his closcU adviser, Fie Christian 
Oijla Outturn, There he found sanctuary_ although 
condemned to death in absence b> French court- 
Martial. In 19.37 returned to the lebel hut look 
no jctiv,. pj.it in politics. leaving I mtr Hassan tn 
dominate ihc Tehel He retired to Kraivc. conicnt 
to five oei hia pam glory, which remain* eonsldenihle 
f>unn^ the campaign of FM5 took no rum, In 
March 1942. after the death of Abdul Ghaffar Pa>h« 
el \tn ,h, at that time Minivier --f Natkinal Dtjfcm c. 
\ t\ oiTrrel the Minwiry nf Defence, but refused It 
Soltan Pasha ami Outami were awaided nen- 
■.i..fTis for life hs the Syrian Government m patrimv 

uni heo>:s of 1925 2h revolt 

During the few sear^ he has on revertl 
oceavionv opentv ihowed h v dis-’ti Fi^uon with ih. 


Damascus, Government on the grounds that uiiulfi- 
cient deference is [mid to him and his past record. 
Opposed to ihc draft Consututian and method of 
election as Presided of General Shishak.lt (July 
1955), Ceniral figure in the unintended Dtum: 
revolt against ShishakU which ocdirrctl Jaamary- 
Fcbruiiry 1954 35 a result i\[ bh sonT anti- 
Shishatli activities, After sonic lighting, he tied to 
Jordan where he was given refuge. After 
ShishaklFs fall a few weeks Eater, he returned to 
Syria and was acclaimed a-v a hero. 

’ 111-educated, of mu all niteEligeuce and with a 
reputation for mearnest, he h crafty, and managed 
io inspire in tlic ifiSUfgCflts of 3V25 oonfidenee in 
lus Eeadership. He remains the most important 
Dnive. tv inclined to be pro-Briliih and was anti- 
Freneh, He feds, how-ever. iM the Hrilish tel fiitn 
down, as they (old him not w imricue againsL lhe 
Fighting French land he abstained from doing vo). 
but allowed the French m intrigue against him. 
undermining his influence in the Jebel Druse. 

21. \yc>h, Mohammad ah Haj 

Dorn in 1890 in Dar tt Zor. where he is a rich 
landowner. Educated at the Secondary School 
there Moslem. 

Slatted his active career a* Adviser to the Peir 
t/ Zor Administrative Council and A it.-L--President 
of the Chamber .-T Commerce there Wan Fir 
Jiftc-ri jcdr* member of the Awksf Council of the 
Fiiphoies MohafjiziL E>:putv far Dcir sv Zw 
in 1.936. 1943, 1947. 1949 and ^ 54 . Minister of 
National lioOrtomy in succc.s’-ivc Cavern- 

merns. from September 1949 tt* Match 1953 , 
Minister of State and Acting Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture in the fourih Govemnicnt funned by Jamil 
M i-.I.mti in Aucuvl 194S. Wa-. Acting Speaker 
during the absence of F'jti-, Kliouri from 1947 to 
Aueusl 1948. Appninled Minivler of State in Subri 
Assails National Government. Jumr 1956. 

Has now become a wealthy merchant, but li.tv hlltc 
social standing. His wife Is a tattooed B-eduin. Me 
ns il ' t inrnh member of sfie Nationalist Party, 
Friendly towards Rritnin. Speaks only Arabic, 

22 . A/m, \ kd Urnihtttiirt nt- 

IKirn |91h jt Haiuii. Modem. Sou of a wealthy 
kindowrcr. l-ducated at the American Univcnstty cvf 
Fk-itut he i-. a uraduate erf ilie Jr^uit Schist of Law. 
B-Smi. Related to the family rf K. ha lid at Azm. 
Elected to ParEnsiwfit in 1947 and to the Conitfluem 
■v-vmhly in November 3 949 , 05 an Independent 
Appointed Minister of Fuwmct in the Cabinet formed 
by KktiiiJ a I A/ni in December 1949, A hiiret 
enemy of Aktam Hountfll, Resigned with the revt 
ef the Cabinet in May |95p, Rcoppuvinidl Minister 
■ ■f Finance u h-lL . Kbalid al Arm < 4 /-v,). 27tEi March 
la 30th July, 1951. and again under Ma‘ruf DawaJibi 
tir.r 3, 28ih’in 29th November. 195|, imprisoned bv 
General ShKhitMi und rule tseil in April I l *5j, 
Appointed Minister of Finance in Sabri As^iliN 
eoaliiion Cabinet, March-June 1 954 Was hcavih 
defeated in Hama al 19:54 electioni by Akrum 
tfourani re/.n 3 md tnlier M.i'utii Sochi lists. Ap- 
poinictl Amhasiwiloi at Cairo. February |9jfi, 

Scrn>its-mindcd. intelligent and a hard wmrker. 

23. Aim. KbalM mI 

Born alm-iit l'b}:} in Damascus Mosfcm Son of 
Mofiamed Pash i 1 ] Axm, Did not at lirvt lake an 
.1 ? 1 -■ - rvje 1 in polities, exec pi in -vs isiumj inlcr- 
VL'iitifm in aericuFlural matters Member of the 
Munidtia] Council. Mnnaeihg director of the 
N 1 'Ml Cement Factorr, Appointed Minister for 
Foreign AITnirv and Minister of Justice in lbs* 
liukhari Cihirki. March 10 Mas J934 

CinJer the influence of die Indian armament 
Commission, u-:,s app-iuted by Vichy E-rench 
[General Dettur> on 2nd April. |94L av “Chef 


d'Em " and Minister of Interior. His regime lasted 
until September 1941, when ti was replaced by 
" Jrttiependent ” Syrian Govcrnmcni vvith ShaLkli 
Taj ed Dm as President. During Syrian campaign 
he collaborated closely with k'ichy French to pre¬ 
serve order in Damascus During tv hole period of 
office lie shovved himself to be wmter tlic influence of 
the Nationalists—especially of Slinkri Qwwatli, 
Deputy for Damascus 1943 and Minister of f-malice 
in Snadutlah Jabri’s. Government (August 1941- 
Oember 1944). Minister of finance and RavilaiUe- 
ment m Faris Khouri's first Government October 
1944 in April 1"45. Minister of Finance and Defence 
in Fans Khouri's third Government August to 
September 19,15, Minister of National Economy and 
JuTrite in Saadullah Jjbri’s third. Government 
April 1946. Was acting Prime Minister ort several 
occasions and resigned in December 1946. Vppointed 
Minister to France. Belgium and Switzerland. May 
1947. Syrian repftiscniaiive on Fcanco*Levjint 
Spites financial negotiations December to February 
3 946-47. 

Was recalled to Syria by Shukri Quwtlly m 
November 194S 10 help solve the Cabinet crisis which 
followed the resignation of Jamil Mardam and look 
olfiec 'J-< Prime Minister. Under his Governiuad, 
which lasted fill March 1949, a forward economic 
policv wav pursued. Eie wa - arrested by Htisni 7mm 
but quickly released* After the second coup d'£ial 
of August" 1949. in which Zaun was executed, fie 
became Minister ol Finance. 

ikeamc Prime Minister in December 3 949, shortly 
after the "disciplinary action" taken by General 
Adib ShishaUi against Sami Hlnnawi and Asad 
Tall as Re. 5 ign. 0 d with the rest of the Cabinet in 
May 1950, Formed Cubinci of Independents on 
27ih March. 1951; resigned 30th July- Remained 
afixif during remainder of General Slushakli s 
rdcimc- Headed ihe P 41 !! nl Damnscuv in the 
September 1954 elections and was generally rccog- 
nisc-d a> a contender for the Presidency trf [he 
RcouMte when il should become vacant Public 
animorily between him and Ouwutlv and vague k*fi- 
win« views probably gained him a good deal or 
popuhritV- He wa^ ulniosi certainly also hetpevt 
by French monev f^r which he was niu-cl) criticised 
Failed to form a Government in October 1954 as ,1 
result of Populist refusal to share in responsibility 
| Jc led a large Woe of Independents into Opposition 
in a loose alliance with the Bj'ath-Socialists 

A rich bud owner, very pompous, conceited and 
overbearing A bit nf a bully, but like all bullks, il 
Tt.i.sl up to. cavca in He i* intelligiol, -v Med 
and more widely read and has wider interests than 
most of his compatriots. On lie very obstinate ami 
MuiTy, however, Has ambitions to become Pec -idcnt 
of the Republic, but might Ete handicapped in iliis by 
his present wife, who was formerly a cabaret dancer. 
Suspected at one time of pni-Germau. sympathies but 
probably inoorrceitv Despite has social backgrouiHS 
is now the advocate of friendship with (he Russians 
and the Communist hloi\ but still keeps up with 
the French 1 

24, bo nil, NafttaJ) 

Horn Damiscus iluntt IW5, of obreurc parentage. 
Sunni Moslem. Arrested with Ajlam ((?a .) in 1938 
his sLippivrt of IvItjlihartiJar againsi Matdam. 
Remained supporter nf Dr. Shah bandar until feller 
was assassinated in July 1940, when he and Fuad 
Qiid muni became leaders of Shall bandar Party. 1 te 
M d his panv foiled in 1943 elections and ihc party 
di-MOtegralcd He is proprietor of the Damascus 
psiper At Av\am and president of ihe Press Syndi- 
cate-. Came under suspicion of the Syrian Govern¬ 
ment of being in wuen with ihc French re^iardiTig 
the setting up of .1 quisling Government during the 
bombardment of Damascus in Mas 1945. Visited 


the United Kingdom in December 1946. Generally 
favourable to ShishaJtlis Arab Lloefaron 
Movement, 

A mediocre individual and oppcaantst wbT>, 
however, 3 ma the reaped uf a large section of the 
Syrian press* The principal press itoogc of Saudi 
Arabia. 


23. Bar:!d, Huvni 

Born ubow I H^2. In Hama, Sunni Moslem. 
Son of Suleiman Agile Lferaa, a nch land oil Kurdish 
family of Mania* \lmister frf the Interior under 
Unmad. 1926. DttMrted on suspicion of agisting 
relwEs in July 1926, Member ot Constituent 
A (Trembly, I92S Opposed by Nationalists in 
elections' of 193- and was not elected, lie wa*. 
However, appointed Mitiistcr of LEdueation in 
fai ed Din's Govwnmeat in March 1934, and 
resigned with Shaikh Taj in February 1936 
Appointed Mohafi/ of Ata.vandrettu in January 1937, 
lie vmaghl to prove Ins attachment to hi* new 
NmionalUt masters bv iairiguing With tie Ar.ih 
parties m the Sanjak againM (lie Turks and the 
Mandatory, bui was ejected in November 1937. 
Appointed Mohafu of Damascus in March 1941. On 
fall of Hayain ei Hakim GovcmTucnl I April l y 42l 
wj:, kppointed by Sauikh I’aj cd Dm President of 
the Co line 1 1 of Miinvicrs an.i Minister of Ihe Interior, 
Succeeded Fail Khoari as President of the Com¬ 
mission 5upedicure erf the Wheal Office, in which 
capacity lie promised to secure large quantities of 
wheat, "but did r.oi succeed Ouarrelled with Shaikh 
Tar l-J Din, pmitig as Syrian patriot, iiiinking he 
Had the support of "ills colleagues. Matters cafflC to 
a head in January 194-3, when all his collet:;ues. 
resigned and he was obliged to retire. 

During the Cabinet crisis of November 1948 err- 
devoured eo return to politic^ as a vinual diem tor 
Was appointed by Husni Zaim for a short time in 
1949 to be MohaEer of Aleppo and Deputy Military 
Governor of Syria and ran his district autocratically 
but well, Resigned owing to rivalry with Zaini, 
whom he thought of challenging for the presidency. 
Was Later imprisoned by Kami for a short time and 
m.ghi have been executed had Zdm not preceded 
him. 

Until Ite av-limed office was heavily in debt 
Before die visit tn Syria of ihc Atigb-Ameriain Com- 
mitsiim of 1 inquiry on Palestine in 1946 he volun¬ 
teered to Hi*s Majesty's Consul. Damascus, to testify 
before the Commission in favour of the Jews Pro- 
re-.yes to be wdt disposed towards Britain Elected 
lo the Constituent Assembly in November 1949 a* an 
Tndcpendent. A biller eneniv of AVrim Hounrni 
f.j.r.l* Funds me nt.illy unreliable, lie has sinoe the 
end of 1944 posed as the bitter opponent of the 
AroiyN interference in Syrian polities but thk did 
not prevent him from remaining on good terms with 
ihe military clique for a time. Imprisoned bv 
General ShHhaWi after his £Y»r(U rfpjtf 'rf ■ 9tb 
November Released M a rah 1952, Onpused to ihe 
draft Constitution and method of election as 
President of General ^hisH.skli Duly 1953J. In 
founded. toKCthcr with Nizir Fanv». the rtwr An 
Vim, for which he wrote fraauently in a sineularly 
independent wav He on'?nlv ad\avr-;t«l some 

H^rt of agpeemem with ihe Western Powers und hi* 

Iclivered some rfioctive attack-' aetiiist eotnmuni ir n. 
He ™ l^rvilv defeated at Hama in fhc 
eleciknis bv Akrim Hourint an-*! other Ra'ntii- 
Skaciakist*. Carried on a press campaign a»alrwt the 
Governrrteni and fled i^e cmtnirv when threatened 
with prosecution by the Denvlf-mif R'Ttrau 

A man of sortie strenejh of character, but devoid 
df -mirth, A Vritlv and eHectivo speaker. Sotsriuucr 
ond accused in the payt of irafficking in hashish, 











It Bamuiila, Has hud 

Born about I^ Lt>. Modern. Member of a leading 
Aleppo family. Deputy in 194? but failed in tie 
elections for the Constituent Assembly in 1949. A 
prominent lawyer and now President of the Aleppo 
Lawyers' Syndicate, One of the original members 
of me Popular Parly Minister of interior in the 
Cabinet formed by Naam Oudsa on 4ih June, i950. 
Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet on 4th March. 
1451. Minister of Interior again under Ha sun 
Hakim ly.k,S h August to November 1451, Opposed 
to the draft Constitution and meth<.nj of election os 
President of General SMshnktf (July I953J. 
Returned for Aleppo in 1454 elections. Appointed 
Minister of EXicficc in laris el KiiouriN Cabinet. 
October J454 and m Sa'id GhazziV Government, 
September >455 June 1959. 

Unimpressive Fell under domination of military 
clique. 


27. fliltdash. RhiOld 

Bom about 141 & m Damascus, of Kurdi-sh origin 
of a family turned Kutrash, Sunm Moslem kdueated 
m Damascus, '.'. here he .studied philosophy . Became 
secretary of Communist Party m Damascus, >428. 
I'm Communist Parts was persecuted by the I rcitdt 
ami in 1934, following the distribution of Com¬ 
munist leaflets, was suppressed. Bedash being eon- 
dcmiied to sever a 3 year*" imprisonment. Ele escaped 
to ihe U.S.S.'R.. where he attended the Oriental 
School of Propaganda. He claims that, wink in the 
L'.S.S R. he met Stalin, In 1936 went to Pacts .ind 
Obtained a spjual amnesty in rough the Syrian dele¬ 
gation which seas negotiating the Franco-S> ri.tn 
Treaty. Returned te Syria in January 1937 and 
resumed leadership of the Communist Party. Again 
wem into hiding in Damascus at cite outbreak of war 
when Communist Party was suppressed, remaining 
there until Germany attacked Russia (June 19413, 
After attempts to reach an understanding with Slmkn 
Quwjili ( f |,v,i by whseh he should be included on the 
tatter's electoral list in 1943. Hjfctlash stood as an 
iiid 1 penitent candidate and railed 3fe failed * 1*0 
in the 1947 elections. Thereupon he dev tc*l 
hiv energies to organising the activities of the 
Communist Party, and i? known to Jtavc been 
in much with, members of the Soviet Legation 
Stated to be owner of a Communist paper in. Beirut. 
Tried !o stand jus an Independent candidate for the 
Constituent Assembly in November >949, but his 
application was refused He spent a conriderabL 
period in the I S5.R. but returned to Sjriti ^nd 
the Lebanon in the autumn of 1953. He remained 
in hiding but reorganised the Communist Party and 
inspire*.! it wills a new vigour. Use results were 
seen in the serum* Communist disturbance* which 
took place in Damascus at the time of ShivhaMiN 
overthrow ami in the speedy and effective way in 
which ihc Communists took .idvaniaye of the 
greater freedom accorded them under the pariii- 
meniary n^ime Stood ns a "' National Union'' 
ran did ate for Dansavcus in the 1954 elections amt 
was brilliantly vuctcwiful, becoming the fir-si avowed 
CommunUt to enter Parluumcm Was elected tn the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the C hamber, Visile J 
Moscow in March I'>56 lo alt end 20th Congress of 
Soviet Communist Party and was, given an enthu¬ 
siastic reception on hi> return, despite nrev, criticism 
during his absence based tin his .nvoehition with 
Communist delegate from Israel. 

Popular among die working davrev and a -. ml 
speaker. Said to receive substantial subsidies from 
Russia. Speaks Arabic. Kurdish, Russian, French. 
Ambitious nml prepared to mike trouble. Married 
Wivsal Far hi. -. fn > drencher and i Communist, in 
1451, A slfi>nu capable Ira.I t who is the driving 
force of communism in the Irevant flu influence 


with his fellow Kurds. A thoroughly dangerous 
matt who is an opportunist as well as a convinced 
Communist. An effective speaker. 

28 . UUur. Sakhuddia 

Boro 3912 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Un¬ 
married. Graduated in law at the Sorbortftc, Parii- 
On In return to Syna in 1935 he worked for seven 
years a-. & teacher. During chut time he acted as 
uepteriAQL to Michel Aflac] (q.v.) in building up the 
Ba'uih d Arubi Party, of which he is still secretary' 
genera]. Once called himself a Communist but 
claims lo have disavowed Marxism on die grounds 
that it is too materialislic, Suspected of being impli- 
cared in plotting with army officers against General 
Shkhakli at the end of 1952 and took refuge in 
the Lebanon with ALrum Hourani (r/.v.) early in 
January 1 453, bat together with Huuram and Alla 4 
w.iv permitted to return in October 1953, Is now 
perhaps more important than Afiaq but less so than 
Hourani in the amalgamated l& ath-Sociaiist 
Party, Returned for Damascus. in the 1954 
elections jii the bottom of the poll Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in Sabri ttl AsvaJiN National Quit* 
tion Government Immed on June 14, 1956. 

Anti-West, though not ns bitter as some of his 
party. Speaks French. 

29. Bu£o, Ali 

[torn in Damascus in I9lk Moslem. Kurd. 
Educated si the rajhiz School and obtained hi$ law 
degree at the Syrian University. Started hk career 
as a practising lawyer. Co-operated with Dr. Abdul 
Rahman StmhbawJar and ted rtudents' risings 
against the French Mandatory Power. During one 
particular year, he went to prison ten times. 
HeEpcd to form the Liberal Farts which was later 
transformed into die Populist Party. of which he k 
now Secretary-General. During the Husai Zuim 
i gime dedin.-J appoiiumciit !■> Syrian Minister to 
Iraq. Together with Akram Hourani was 

appointed Political Adviser to llus in Zaim 
and svas a member of the Constituent Assembly 
fiirmeJ by Zaini which draft*J the Syrian Con ii- 
intion. Minkier of Agriculture m the second 
Nazim Oud -i Goverotncin and remained as such 
uni:I March (453. Known for his ’.iiilibornncs. 
Deputy for Damascus October i'j54 in whioh rnorith 
be w.is appointed Minister of Justice in Faris el 
KhouriN Government, Appointed Minister of 
Interior in Send Gtemis (roremmenl. September 
1955 to June 1950, Durinjt llic 1 P.C. strike of May 
he encouraged the strikers (who were un- 
doubt L’dly Com mu nisi -inspired | to stick to their 
demand^! .ill of which the Govemincnt made the 
eotijnany concede. 

RalEier an clasivc personality who is likely to 
follow the star of self -interest wherever it may lead 
Mauds on the kfL'Wing of the Fnpulist Party and ha 
no particular sympathy with the West. 

30. Chilli la, Khali it. Dr. 

Born abv'ut 1910 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem. 
S L-mulary cducaiion m Syria. Later studied and 
ibr.Lirted dix’loniL- in philosophy from Paris a* n 
result cl ,t scholarship provided by French auxliori 
lie" On reluming m Syria worked in Ministry of 
Fclueatiofi. 

Sfarried a reblivc of K ha lid a I Azm (^.v.) in 1944, 
through whose influence he was appointed as coun¬ 
cilor at Syrian l.egation in Paris, 

Appointed Secretary-General of the Presidency by 
Musnsan Barazi after Zaim’s 1949 cvnp tffaui 
App^nffted Minister to Spain m February 1953 
Appointed Inspector-General of Diplomatic >nd 
CnnsttLir Missions. Januttry 1454. When Ifushini 
Atu^si returned to the presitScncy of the republic 


the fall of SliishakJi. Ch.ihla was appointed 
flory-General m Ihc Presidency, Appointed 
ULSSldor ul Madrid In May 195b. 
ieffdly. hut unimpressive, 

Llicbat, Ank 

im 190S in Damascus. Greek Orthodox, 
nger brollier of Fuad Chebal Lduailed 

:C Orthodox and Lwiisi Schools m Damascus, 
fatcr oblamcd a degree in Cavil Euguicefing at 
Beirut Lngmecring College after which he 
ed Gcwemmeflit Service, 

is first appointment in 3 429 was with the tech- 
I Liliiee of ttie Public Works Department at 
lasciLs. He wus promoted in I43h to be chief 
he office, a position which he heW until 1944. 
was then appainted Chief Engineer for the 
hern area, and in 1949 promoted to Director 
'ommunJcaiiaus in the Ministry of Public Works 
Communications, and also Director of the 
arlmcnl of Concessionaly Companies. 

friendly and capable civil servant. Speak-, 
tl French and fairly good English 

ChcJnt, tvaS 

orn 1907 in Damascus. Brother of Aids C’hcbat 
,>, He and ins brother owe much of their 
tesi to hard and diligent work and the influence 
^upiKSiri of the OrllJOdnx Palriarciiaie with the 
neb Mandatory Government. Fuad Chebat took 
>i-ctorate of Law .u a French University and 
r became a Professor of Law at the Syrian 
verity. He first entered Government service in 
I and was employed in the Prime Minister's 
Accounts Deparlcueni: he was alw an 
isory member of the Council of Slate, 
las published four books on taw and adminis- 
ion and drafted the Syrian Nationality Law 
is a prominent member of the Greek Grilledo* 
■simunity and is alsti a member >'f chr Church 
imcil. Visited England under British Coimcil 
pices 19SL Acting Minister of the Interior after 
licral ShishakliN amr u f'fattr of 29th November, 
id. reverting lo Acting Secretary-General On 
(nation of Govern men l on 4 th June. 1951 Lute; 
lerseded by a supporter of the legisuc. mid became 
ministrater and Professor of Constitutional Law 
Lhe University and is legal adviser to Britiih 
lined 

IdV-rienL and repcetcd Friendly lo Britain, 

Daliani .;3 Had?. Shaikll 

l^orn 1895. Bedouin chief and head nf the 
peiouar Khrn>sa Dispute- the leadership of all 
* ShuimDar of Syria wjtli his cousin, Mrizar Abdul 
ab-in, who .iclir.illy he-ids she Sham roar eon- 
Eef itian. Also claims lieredtlary leadership of the 
iqi Shammat. from which he was evLelcd En the 
itish. He is therefore bilterly jealous of Sheikh 
>.»k and continually contrives to undermine his 
-.it u] Appointed Deputy of she jfc/irah tribes in 
36, Exiled in 1942 for ofwtrucling road construc- 
n. and wheal purcha-e In spile of his being in 
[)e. was elected Depiisy in 19.13 for Jeiireh trihes 
d in 3947:. retuirstd lo's .ria I '*-14- Elected To the 
institueiit Assembly in November 1949. Member 
ru* Const it'ithmir! fritrr Fleeted hv :• tribal 
pyly tn 1^54 election 1 -;. 

A proud nnd troculent sheikh, ignorant i< f hi 
Vital ion ■. and of world condition hut i - generous 
o f conMderitbk- ch arm 

, DandavhL VIE Abdul Karim 

Bom 10J , D5 at Td Kvlakh. Member the Danatch 
i;i. ,A Sunni Moslem. Sftufted at the tfUimic 
tMjcc In B:rLrui td! |9]3, Ji«iriwl the scout mode¬ 
rn l in 1923 and ha^- remained as-sociatcd with ii 
1937 he toot j group i'-f Syr.an vcoul 1 - lo the 
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jamboree in lloltiud, traveling by way of the 
iGlhuns. Austria ami Germany, returning through 
j'rariQf and Italy. On thus occasion he stayed for 
some litne in Bcriin and Potsdam, where he 
associated with Syrians hi Germany, noubly one c*f 
tbe Dalati brothers, who arc associated wiin him in 
the jjcoul movement I nun 1937 ha& devoted most 
of idis tame !0 .scoutijig and was elected Chief Scout 
in November 1941. His arrest was ordered by the 
French in February 1942, but the order was cancelled 
at the end of March, and, shortly after* he paraded 
at the head of the scouts -it the review of the Syrian 
gendarmerie, 

After the Allied occupation showed lum&df 
willing to eo-opefute and lo*-A part With hii suLOUt^, in 
poisive defence e.verviscs, I: tec ted te 1 die Cons-titucnt 
Assembly in November 1949 as a mem bet of the 
Popular Parly, Returned as an Independent for 
Tel KaLakh in the 1954 elections, 

Lncrgcric and a disciplimuiau, 

35, (KurilL Adi - 

Bom about 192U in Damascus. Sunm Moslem. 
An ambilious young man who was fnmterly ilie local 
corrcsjjojidenl" for Af Stisri and w;re S>n:m Dele¬ 
gate te the Advisory CummL-iou of U,N.R.WJL* 
and she bead of the Syrian Palestine Arab Refugee 
Institution. Ht was ; dd-fat. at the 1952. 1953 
arid 1954 Sessions iff the Onite'd Nations General 
Assembly, Appointed Counsel lor, Syriaa Finbasss, 
London, January 1955. 

Speaks Frtgh-sh and F'rench and is outwardly 
friendly. Probably co-operative only a\ far as his 
personal interests klJow, 

Jff, Davralibi, MifflT 

Born 1907 in Aleppo. Moslem, A lawyer. A 
graduate of the Syrian University, he al>n holds a 
Psris University t>octoralc of Low, From 1.936 to 
143if he was j member of lire National Party and wo* 

3uLive i ei both Aleppo and Damreicut. During the 
war was in France at lire time of the German occupa¬ 
tion and wav in dose much with the ex-Mufti Haj 
Amiri Hu^'-aini. Ru.shid All al Kdlani and the other 
pro-German Arabs. Collabotatesd with the Vichy 
Government* Helped the ex-Mufti !o escape from 
France in 1946 Fleeted to Parliament in 1947, he 
It ft ihc National Party and joined the Popular Party 
in 194$. Member of the Moslem Brotherhood, 
Fleeted lo tire ConstitucnE As cnibly in November 
1944. Appointed Minister of NaMonal Economy in 
the Cabinet formed by Klialid at Arm on 
77lh Dectjtilv 1949, Resigned with ihc rest of 
the Cabinet in M is 3950. 

While in Cur<> in April, I95f), made a statement 
indicating that Ihc A ■ b-. would pre'er te bcv^mc 
a Soviet Republic ralhcf than be jtldaized ns a result 
of Apterican pressnr - Htb sLatcmcnl caused Horne- 
thing 'd a rrensarion and was the signal for a noisv 
demand in Syria chiefly by the Moslem Brolherhood, 
for a rapprocfaemcm with the Soviet Union, 
Al thou eh the siiuement did him h imi irt responsible 
Syrian cirde< it boosted his popularity among the 
tiiii'vs. Minister ■;■( S Hu’dal Economy under 
N.j/im Qud>( |t/,v l, 23rd te 27th March. 1951 1 After 
ihc fall of thr-s n Hakim's i r.vd Government on 
Iriih Nov entrer he managed to form 4 Government, 
at ihc ■ wond mtempt* cm 2Sth November, but on 
29th November its members were imprisoned by 
General ShivltakH Released in April (952. but 
Inter taken into euspvdy again. Refused b> lake 
(he Pith 'if mvn-ptrtkipqtion in polities as 3 civil 
servant {lecturer at Syrian Unlvenciiy) and was 
accortlingh dismissed in m.i>- 1952 Rricwi from 
pritofl by General ShisliakU 9^ an m of ctentmcy 
in June (953. After fall ./ ShkitVIi v*A\ n-slote\l 
n> his posiijon in Ure utmerj-fty and was appointed 
Mi lister of Defence in Sabri AsolA cnaUtiW 


r 










26. fiarmada, Rashad 

Born abtHil 3 9"l0. Moslem. Member Of a leading 
Aleppo family. Deputy in 1947 but faded in die 
ck-eliofii, for lot Constituent Assembly in 1949, A 
prominent lawyer Lind now President of the Aleppo 
Lawyer' Syndicate. One of the original members 
of the Popular Party. Minister of Interior in the 
Cabinet formed by Nazim Oudsi on 4th June. 39SO. 
Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet on 9th March* 
1951, Minister of Interior again under IJas&an 
Hakim l<j.v,h August to November 19?I, Oppnacd 
to the draft Constitution and method of election ls 
P resident of Ciencr.il Shrilukli tJuIy 1953), 
Relumed for Aleppo in 1954 ckclio el$, Appointed 
Minister of Defence in Fans et Knoun's Cabinet, 
October 395-5 j rtJ in Said Ghazzi's Governtu. nl. 
September 1955-June 1956. 

Unimpressive, Fell under dominition of military 
clique. 


27, BOuliuli, Khulifl 

Bom about MU in Damascus, of kurdish origin 
or a family named Kutrdsh, Sunni Moslem Educated 
m Damascus, where he studied philosophy, Became 
secretary of Communist Party in Damascus, 1928. 
fne Communist Party w.u persecuted by the French 
and in 1954, following the distribution uf Com¬ 
munist IimIIl'is, was suppressed. BikdasJi being con¬ 
demned to several ycifs’ imprisonment. He escaped 
to the LiLSR. where lie attended the UriemaJ 
School of Propaganda, lie claims that, while in the 
l : S.S.N he met Stalin. In 145b went to pans and 
obtained a special amnesty [liruugh the Syrian dele¬ 
gation which was negotiating the Fra neo-Syrian 
Treaty. Returned to Syria in January 1937 and 
resumed leadership of the Cooimuntft Party, Again 
went into hiding in Damascus at the outbreak of war 
when CVimmmtst Party w.ts suppressed* remaining 
there until Germany attacked Russia iJune 1941). 
After attempts to reach an underslanding with Shukri 
Ouwatli lyr.v.) by which lie should be included on ibe 
latter's electoral list in 1443. Bikdosh stood as nn 
independent candidate and failed. He failed also 
in the I'M? elections. Thereupon lie diluted 
his #n:fgir> to orajnssinc the acliviiiea of the 
C’onirmmid Party, and is known to have bean 
In loueh with members of the Soviet Legit lom 
S tated to be owner of a Communist paper in Beirut. 
Tried to stand as an Independent candidate for the 
Constituent Assembly in November 1949, but his 

.implication was refused, lie sjvnt a considerable 
period in the t'.S.S.R, but relumed to Syria and 
the Lebanon in the autumn of 1953 He ram.lined 
in hiding but reorganised the Communist Party ami 
inspired it with a new vigour, lire results were 
sjeen in the serious Comniuniri disturbances which 
took place in Danui^us at she time of SJiisbat LiN 
overthrow and in the speedy and effective way in 
which the Coamnittbit look .idvantayc of th; 
greater freedom accorded them under the p.trlia- 
mentaiy regime, Stood as a M NiUon.il Union" 
candidate for Damascus in the 1954 elections and 
wjs brilliantly successful, bcanrime the first avowed 
Communist to enter Parliament Was elected to the 
Foreign Affair-. Committee of tile C ha iiber. Visile J 
Moscow in March 1956 to attend M'i Con cress of 
Soviet Communist Parly and was gr-an an enthu- 
sia-stie reception on In a return, despite previ crltiL i-n» 
during his absence based on fm association with 
Communist delegate from Israel 

Popular among the working dav*es ami a looJ 
speaker. Said to receive substantial subsidies from 
tUivsi* Spcal. Arabic. KurdiMi. Russian, French 
Artibiiiouji and prepared lo make trouble. Married 
Wtssal l-.irha, schoolteacher and a Oommunist. in 
5951 A strong capable Usadur who i* the drivir .; 
fnrec fif communism in the Ievunt Hu influence 


with his fellow Kurils, A thoroughly dange 
man who is stt opportunist as well as a vonvi 
Communist. An elective speaker, 

2ft. Bitur, .Saluhuddin 

Dorn 5912 in Damascus- Sunni Moslem, 
married. Graduated in Law at the Sorbunne, P 
On his return to Syria in 1935 he worked for Si 
years a-, a itachcf- During that lime he actut 
lieutenant to- Michel Afiaq (tf.re) in building up 
BTath cl Arubi Party, of which he h still secret 
general. Once called himself a Communist 
claimi to have disavowed Marxism on the grot 
that it is too materiaIDck, Suspected of being in 
coiled in plowing with army officers against G*» 
Shishnkli at the end of 1952 and took refugt 
the Lebanon with Akntm Hourani by-i 1 .) early 
January 1953, but together with Hourani and A 
w.i.s permuted lo reiutn in October 1953 Is i 
perhaps more important than Al'toq hut lew so t 
Hourani in the amalgamated Ba ath-Sodi 
Party. Relumed for Damascus in the 3 
elections at the bottom of the poll, Minister 
Foreign Affairs in S.ihr. nl Assah’s National Ct 
lion Government formed on June 14. 1956, 

Anti-West, though not as bitter as some or 
party. Speaks French. 

29, Bto AB 

Bom in Damascus in I9tb. Moslem, K 
Educated at the Tajtliz School and obtained his 
degree at the Syrian University. Started Ins c-i 
as a procuring lawyer. Co-operated with Dr, Al 
Rahman Shahbandar and led vtutterts' ris 
ay.iinsl the French Mandator) Power. During 
particular year, he went to prison ten in 
Helped to form the Liberal Party which was I 
transformed into the Populist Party, of which h 
now SccTClsryAJeneniL During the Husni Z 
:Jgimft lUviined appointment a Syrian Miniwc 
Iraq, Together with Akram Hourani 
appointed Political Adviser lo Hu-stti /f 
ittd was a niemlvr of the Constituent Vsien 
formed hy Zaim which drafied the Syiiiii Co 
union. Minister of Agrieulture in the 'cc 
sazirti Outlsi Government and nmiiined as : 
until March 1951. Known for hie Mubboror 
Deputy for Damascus October 1454 Hi w3iich an 
he was appnint,‘d Minister of Justice in F:iri 
Khoun's Government. Appointed Minister 
Interior m Ni'id Ghar/iN Government, JvcjHcu 
1955 to June During ibe I P-C, strike of t 

1456 he encourugC'l the strikers fwho were 
dOuNcdly Communast-inspired} lo stick to I 
dcniJixb, nil of which the Government made 
company concede. 

Rather *n elusive personality who is likel- 
follow the star Of self-interest wherever it may I 
Stands On the left-wing of the Populist Parly and 
no particular sympathy with the West. 

.30, Chwlihi KhulId, fit. 

Bom about 1910 in Damascus. Sunni Mos 
S-L’findary education in Syria Later studied 
obtained doctorate in phiioiSopliy from Paris : 
result of a scholarship provided by French auti 
tie*. On returning to Syria worked in Ministr 
Education. 

Married j relative of Khalid al Azm (ijr.v',) in 1 
through whose inlluence he was appointed as c 
rellor at Syrian Legation in Paris, 

Appointed Seerctary-Gcneni! of the President 
Musnsin Barazi after /aim's 1949 coup d "j 
A ppointed Minister to Spain in February I 
Appointwl Impcctor-Genenil of Diplomatic 
Consider Mtsskmj. Jaauury I9SA When Has 
Atiivvi returned u> the prevideticy of the repi 


\ 9 


nfjcr tiie tali of Shiittnkk Chatila was appointed 
SctreGry-General of the Presidency- Appointed 
Ambasij.dci'r at Madrid in May 1956. 

Friendly* but unimpressive. 

31. CbebiL Ank 

Bom [90S in Damascus. Greek Orthodox. 
Younger brother of FuuiJ Qicbat {t/, t 1 ), bducated 
m the Orthodox and I 4»ii& Schools in Damascus, 
and Dtcr obtained a degree in Civil fiugineurtng at 
the Beirut Engineering College aftei* which he 
entered Gtivemmdit Service. 

His first appointment in 1929 was with the lech- 
nical office of the Public Works Department at 
Damascus. He was promoted in 193b to be chief 
of the office, a position winch lie held untsl 1944 
He was then appointed Chief Engineer for the 
Southern area, ami in 1949 promoted to Director 
of Communications in the Ministry of Public Works 
amt Connnuaitulions, ,irui also Director of the 
Department of Concessionary Companies, 

A friendly and capable civil servant, Sfwaku 
fluent French and fairly good English. 

32, L hetoU. I'uad 

Born 1907 in Damascus. Brother »f Ams Chebai 
He and his brother owe much of their 
suecovs to hard and diligent work and the influence 
and suppuiL of the Orthodox Pain archaic with the 
French Mandatory Government Fuad Chehat look 
a Doctorate of Law -it a French Univcnvity and 
Dter Eieeaitie a Professor of Law at [lie Syrian 
University, He first entered Government service in 
1933 and was. employed in the Prime Minister’s 
office. Accounts Department: he was also an 
advisory member of trie Council of Slate, 

Has published four books on law aitd adnriniv 
traLmn and drafted the Syrian Nationality ^ Law 
He ts a prominent member of the Greek Orthodox 
Community and e- also a member of the Church 
Council, Visited Epglatvcl under British Council 
auspices 1951. Acting Minister of the Interior after 
General Shishakhs coup J Hi at of 29th Noveflilrer. 
1951, reverting to Acting Secretary-General on 
formation of Government on 9th June, L952. Later 
superseded by a supporter of the regime, and became 
Administrator and Professor of QvotUtotkxial Law 
at die Universily and is legal aiviscr to British 
Co luic iL 

Llfkienl and re p.'cted, Friendly to Britain. 

33k ILiham al lEiuh, Shaikh 

Born IN95, Bedouin Chief and head of the 
Shammai Kiirw-a Disputes the leadetship of all 
the Shaiamar ol Syria with his. cousin. Meizsr Abdul 
Mtlhsen. who acliially heads the ShamriwT con¬ 
federation. Atso claims hereditary leadership of the 
Irani Sham mar, from which he was. evicted by the 
British He i- therefore bitterly jealous of Sheikh 
Sfthik rind cotitiauaUy contrives to undermine hiv 
WKUlhni. Appointcii Deputy of the Je7.ifah tribev in 
193s. Exiled in l')42 for obstructing road construe- 
dons and wheat purchase. In spite of his being in 
exile, was elected fX^outv in, 1943 for Jezireh tribes 
and in 1947- rt turned to S n» E l >44. Fleeted to the 
Constituent Assemble in November 1949. Member 
of the Consritution il Hoc. \ lectcd as a tribal 
deputy m 1954 elections, 

A proud J’.!;d treculetu sheikh, iunorj.ni hi 
limitation'; and of world conditions, but ]* generous 
and of considerable ehanii 

34. DanduvIiL Gi Abdul iGkrim 

@orn 19.5 uTd Kazakh, Member of the Ounaich 
clan, A Srmni Moslem. Studied al the Islamic 
Co 1 Lee in Brirut tilt 192S. Joined tlie vconl move- 
tnent in 192^ and has remained associated w h i|h ir 
In 1977 hr took a group of Syrian scrnits to the 
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jai uborco in Holland, cm v eiling by way of the 
Balkan:,. Austria and German), returning through 
France and Italy On this occasion he stayed for 
some lime its Berlin and Potsdam, where he 
associated with Syria os in Germany, notably one of 
the Da Hu brothers, who arc ahioccited with him in 
the scout movement. From 1937 bo-s devoted most 
of his rime lo .scouting and was elected Chief Scout 
in November N4I. His arrest was ordered by (he 
French in February 1942, hut the order wav cancelled 
at the cod ol March, acid, stiorttv after, irt paraded 
at the head of tin.- reoiate at. the review of the Syrian 
gendarmerie. 

After the Allied occupation showed himself 
willing to co-operate and took port with his scout* in 
pav>ivD defence exercises. Elected to the Constituent 
Assembly in November 1949 as a membtT of the 
| J si |Hilar PartV- kctunicd .is an ludepcodem for 
Tel Kal.ikh in the 1954 election*. 

riotfgetic and a disciplinarian, 

35, DaudL Adib 

Bom about 1920 in Pjimseus. Sunni Moslem. 
An ambitious young man who w-as formerly the local 
correspondent for f/ .irtV. and ua, Syrian Dele¬ 
gate to the Advisory Commission of L.N.R.W.A., 
and the head of the Syrian Palestine Arab Refugee 
Institution. He iut a delegate at the 1932, 1955 
and 1954 Sessionof the United Nwtiom General 
Aiiictnbiy. Appointed Counsellor, Syrian Embassy, 
l .mtdOTt, January 1955, 

Speaks. I nglish and French and is outwardly 
friendly. Probably co-operative only as far as his 
persona I intcroi-v allow. 

24, DjwuJibL Ma’ni 

Born i 'k)7 in .Aleppo. Moslem. A lawyer. A 
graduate of the Syrian University, he also holds a 
Paris University Dodorare of Law. From 1936 to 
193S he was a member of the National Party and was 
active in both Aleppo and Damascus fitirin;^ the 
war was in France at Lite lime of the German occapta- 
[irei ,mj was in drw touch with the ex-V1ufii Haj 
Amin Hussatni Rusbid Alt at Keilani and the o4hc* 
pro-German Arabs. Colbboadcd with the Vichy 
Goicrirnirtii. Helped the ex-Vlufti to escape from 
France in L J 46 Elected to Parliament in I^M7, he 
left the National Party and joined the Popular Party 
in 1943. Mem hi i of the Mostcm Brotherhood, 
F lectcd to die Constituent Assembly in November 
1949. Appoinitid Minister uf National Economy in 
the Cvbinel formed In Kbalid al Ann on 
27th December. 1949, Rc-icried with (he rest of 
the Cabinet in M-*y 1950, 

While in Ciino m April, 1950, made a statement 
indicating that the Ar.ih-i wotilJ p:c r cr lo become 
a Soviet Republic rather than be judaived as a result 
of American pressure This slalmicnt caused some- 
thing of j scnviiion and w-;j<, the signal for a imisv 
i.)rm;ind in Syria chiefly by the Modem Brotherhood, 
for ei fapprochement with the Soviet Union. 
Although the statement did him harm in responsible 
Syrian circles il b’OSled his popularity among the 
ninssi-s Mlmvlcr ol NuL’mil Economy under 
N.'ulm Quiisi Uf \ 23rd to ?7ih March, ]9<|. After 
the fii.II O' Ui’.san Hakim's i m'I Gnvcrtlrneni on 
Hhh NW'Cftibct lie managed to form a Government, 
n ilv: socondl attempt, on 28th November, but on 
"‘hh Noventhqr its memb.-rs were imprisoned by 
Genera! Shishakh. Released in April 1952, but 
lat:: taken into eurtody acain Refused to take 
the icith of min-participatiOT in politics a* a civil 
scrv&nl (lecturer st Syrjhn Unlntesrlyi and waa 
jLccorrliiieU Ji|Sn»>e-4 in May |952 Relcasnl from 
prison b\ General .Siijsb.ikli $•- an act of clcmcfiey 
in June |15L After fall of Shfchnkli tTsfored 
to hK pd-ititui in [He uniser^ttv and wa- apissioievi 
Mni',tcr i*r Dcfertce in Ssthti AssnliAc coalition 

C 
















Cabinet March June 1954 which 'fit partly as j 
result of the bad relations between I>j wall hi and 
the army. Returned at the head of the pot! for 
Aleppo as a Populist in the 1954 elections. 

Poses as fanatic Moslem, is popular and a fair 
speaker, A trouble-maker, he is reputed to have 
Left-winy tendencies and anibillons- to become 
President of the Republic 

5T* iliih. Munir 

Bom about l l M0. Sunm Moslem, A Damascene, 
a member rtf * family well known in Syrian com¬ 
merce and whore primary interests 4 re in the local 
teude industry Appointed Minister of National 
Economy on 9th June. 1952, Resigned on formation 
of new Government in July 1955. 

Speaks German and very little French, Not at 
alt impressive.. 

58. Fun-ra. Nazir 

Born at Aleppo bi 1918. Sunni Moslem. Member 
ot jfRoent merchant family, Brother-in-law of late 
dictator, lltiini Zaim. Began as journalist in 
Aleppo, then took over Damascus newspaper, AUj 
Bu. Established in Aleppo in 1935 a branch of the 
short-lived “ Popular Work Movement.” A former 
Nationalist, be n,u Husni Zaim's private secretary 
Since 1954 he has advocated union with Iraq, His 
present newspaper ,<nfcfl is pro-lrau and usually 
pro-West m Cone. 11 opposes SL’udi and Egyptian 
domination. He is an able journalist and basically 
anti-Communist, 

39. FTayyek Ahmad 

Bom at Deir-cz-Zor in 1912. Sunni Moslem- 
Studied me Damascus and Paris, obtained hw 
degree at Syrian University Does not belong to 
11 political party. Began his career as teacher in 
Government schools at'Deir-ez-Zor and in Damascus. 
Appointed Inspector of Education and Acting 
Secretary-Gttiero] of Education in 1951. Appointed 
Secretary-General of Ministry of Education in 1955. 
Visited frilled Kingdom under British Council 
auspice 1 in 1956 . k friendly and well-dispored. 

40. Gfatnini, Wahih 

Born in Antioch in |9|9, Sunni Moslem., Moved 
to Latukia when Antioch was transferred to 
Turkey and thence to Iraq where he was a teacher. 
Obtained medical degree from Syrian University in 
|"344. Joined the Ekfath Party in 1947, Served in 
the army during the Palestine campaign, 1947 49. 
Deputy for lutakta. Minister of Health in Sabri 
Assadi's Government. February to August 1955. 

Ann-West larsclv on account of (he transfer of his 
birthplace, the Malay, to Turkey, 1 ikes to pose as 
a poor working man. 

41. Gharri, Suit! 

Horn in Damascus iknil lS9fi Moslem 
Educated at Turkish schools in DamucttS and 
ronviantinnple during the Ottoman nfgimc and 
obtained his Taw degree at the Syrian University 
in 1930. He is a prattiriny law yer when not holding 
an official appointment Appointed Deputy in ill. 
Constituent Assrmfcly in 1928, and Minister >4 
Justice and Aciinc Minister of Finance in 1936; 
Secretary-General of the Ministry of National 
Economy in 1938: Director of Posts and Tele- 
graphs: Deputy in 1945; Minister £ ff Justice and 
\ctmg Minister nf Finance in B J 45: Minister of 
Finance in 1947. then Minister for National 
Feni>omy and Health. 

Belonged to the Nationalist ffttv Party from 
|028 till 1936, when he disagreed with Its leaders 
and became an InekpendriK, Prime Minister 
and Minister for Defence in the caretaker Govern¬ 
ment he formed m June 1954 to carry out elections. 
Elected Deputy for Damascus in October 1954 


Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, September 
1955. Me resigned on June 2, 195b, following 
student dcmonslrations. 

He enjoys a reputation for honesty and impar¬ 
tiality among all the political panics and this was 
enhanced by the way in which the general election 
was conducted in September 1954. He is. how¬ 
ever, inclined to be weak, Not unfriendly, but 
through weakness since the delivery of Czech arms 
to Egypt he has increasingly reflected (he popular 
null-imperialist, pro-Soviet line. 

43. 11aliar. Lutfi 

Bom Damascus 1888 of a family of well-estab¬ 
lished merchants. Sunni Moslem. Minister of Public 
Works under the D.unad. 1926. and deported for 
Nationalist sympathies some months law. Member 
of the Constituent Assembly, 1928. Accepted post 
as administrator of Ain Filch waterworks, 1931. 
Deputy in 1932, and again m 1936 when he was 
<-■ lotted vice-president of the Chamber of Deputies. 
Minister of Finance in the second Jamil Minium 
Cabinet (July 1937 to February 1939), Prime 
Minister, 23rd February to 14th March, 1939. 
Implicated in the murder of Dr, Shabandar in July 
[940, and lied to Bagdad. Returned to Syria after 
the charge against, him bad been dropped and the 
Government of Directors replaced by the moderate 
Nationalist Government of KJiaJed Bey el Azin 
fi/.r-i in April 1941. Deputy for Damascus 1943 and 
again in 1947 and Minister of Interior in S&rdullali 
JabriNGovernment i August 1943■ October 1944). but 
resented the latter's interference in his Department. 
Minister iff Interior in Paris Khiwri5 third Govern¬ 
ment, August -September 1945. Minister of 
Interior m Saadullah Jabri's second Government. 
September 1945 to April 1946. Although practically 
illiterate is i Meres ted in the newspaper AS ins Aon, 
which is nominally owned and directed bv his cousin, 
Wjtjjh el Ha Ifur. 

Slot .in c.tireme Nationalist, but has a lengthy 
record of politics! activity in connexion with 
Palestine—assisted Nebih. cl Almi to organise the 
Arab Conference at B]li dan in 1935 and wo* 
appointed chairman of (he Syrian Committee for 
(be Defence of Palestine. Opposed the draft Con¬ 
stitution and method of election as President of 
General Shtshafcli (July 1953). Not a strong 
personality though he was an important member of 
the Nationalist hlnc and has hecn president of (he 
Damascus branch of the National Party since 1948, 
A good second fiddler. Suffers from (wart irouble, 
Lind has tor some time been politically Inactive. He 
was culled to form a Government following Siild 
Ghazzfs resignation in June 1956. but failed, largely 
owing to opposition of the army and heft-wine. 
Nationalists. 

43, Hakim. Ilasvan 

Born Damascus about |«86 Modem, Was 
an Inspector of Finance and later Director of 
Pose, and Telesraplrt in Fap^al’s Syrian Government 
*'f 193 8 20. He wav held responsible for delay 
in sending off Faisal'* reply to General Goumud's 
ultimatum in July 1920. Hi wav ihe absence 
of a reply that provided the excuse for General 
Chiu rami to order French troops to advance 
-m Damascus.' Failed by She French but had 
Tied to Egypt and later went to Iraq, Then 
he obtained an appointment as manager of the Arab 
Ranks Jaffa branch- Amnestied’ in 1937. he 
returned to Damascus and, as a loyal Nationalist, 
was appointed Director-General of Wiltf. Minister 
of Education in Bukhari Cabinet. March m Mav 
19.39 Later became Director of Government Agri¬ 
cultural Rank, In September 1941 became President 
of Council and Minister of Finance in '"Indepen¬ 
dent " Syria under the presidency of Sheikh Taj ed 


Din, a.s proclaimed by French- Quarrelled with 
President over biter's financial requeits and with 
French over non-granting of various concessions of 
form to independence Because of his rather stub¬ 
born ami linn ted capacity was on bad reran with his 
col lea vac*, whom he was unable to pull together. 
Was undoubtedly pro-British, but was very indiscreet 
in falling under she influence of unworthy coun¬ 
sellors, He gave his enemies a chance to attack 
3iim because he openly proclaimed himself as 
opposed to iltc feudal Landlords and because, 
although materially honest, he provoked kws to 
benefit himself in small ways, In April 1942 he was 
forced to resign in rather an uupPcavant manner, 
after defying the President, and reverted to former 
employment as Director of the National (Syrian! 
Agricultural Bank until July 1944. when he retired 
Subsequently criticised the actions of the President 
of the Republic and the Government in letters and 
memoranda and was outspokenly in favour of a 
Hash mule monarchy in Syria. Applied to visit 
Loud on at the same time as the Emir AbdulUhearly 
in 1946, bui was not granted a visa aft hift visit did 
rnit come uniter any category admissible at the time 
,iud it tviii not eorcsldercd desirable to make any 
exception. Failed in 1947 elections.. Fleeted as art 
Independent to the Constituent Assembly in Novem¬ 
ber, 1949. Appointed Minister of State m Nurim 
Qudsi's Cabinet in September 1950. Resigned in 
October* A dose friend of Munir Ajlani fi/oM, 
Has open);, advocated that Syria join I he 

Western cart ip 0 gainst Russia. Prime Minister and 
Minisici t'f Finance from August te November 1951 
when he resigned following a difference of view 
with his Minister for Foreign Allairs. Faidi Aulssi 
{if.vX aiiout ilie Middle fast DeFenoe Pact. 
Opposed to the draft Constitution and method of 
election ns President of General Shi-h ikli tin I. 
]953>. Withdrew front 1954 elections after having 
failed on the ItTsI ballot Attempted unsuccessfully 
to reconcile Khali ii at Aim uni Shukn Qu-vath. 
He is still pro-West in outlook ,:rul Inis rcpcnlh 
written articles in Anhti advocating. friendship with 
Iraq, 

44, Ham/rb. Aref 

Horn in Damascus about 1912 Sunni Moslem. 
Hold ft law- degree of Syrian University, Occupied 
several judicial pends, tire mot important of which 
Ire,111: that ->t Prosecutor-General of lire Supreme 
“ Showni" Court. Mayor of Damascus rn l l J43 
tiiid 1944, Secretary'-General of the Council of 
Min 1 si rs in 1947. Awarded ih: (icorgc MetLil on 
account of hi-- sen ice* an Mayor of Damascus 
during the w:ir. 

Appointed Secretary -General of Ministry of Justice 
in 1956. 

45, ifnnm, Assad 

Born in Lata 1:is of n promiitcnt local family 
MciHleim, First a Nationa.list, thru ^n Indcpcttdeni, 
Etc accepted the pnsi nf Minifttcr nf Justice 'hnrth 
before ShUhakli’s fall bin never became fcaliy 
t den tided with (he military regime. Hre election to- 
Ljiakre in 19.54 was invalidated on the grounds of 
bribers. Minister of Sut • for Waqfv in ^i L id 
Ghaiv’i’s GovcrnnKnt, Septciiltirr front which 

he resigned in May I95ti. A former member of 
ShrvSMkh's Arab labenfilion Movement, he h now 
an Imispendcnt associated watli the Democratic ft/or. 

Ovcr-cjuEJpuv and ineffective. 


4h, Hunm. Tiillliq 

Born abaui |9iy. Sunm 5L>-.lcm Member of a 
premincnl Laliakia family- 
Graduate of the School of Law 41 Damascus 
Ifpivcrvity. 
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Appointed Min ester of Public Works on 
9[|j June, 1952, Resigned on Eorruation of new 
Government m July 1953. 

Lv quiet and unimpressive, though said 10 be 
ambitious. Appears to have owed his Ministerial 
post as much to family influence as to personal 
qualifier lions, 

47. Halim, Anwar 

Born 19KJ, Roman Catholic. An Aleppine 
Christian educated in France, graduate of law 
from Paris University. Teacher of French 
Literature at the Tjsjhre School. Damascus, 1953-36, 
Secretary to Prime Minister 1937-39. Avris- 
taru Chief of Dlwan ai Prime Ministers 
Office 1939-42. Director of Propaganda and 
Social Affairs April 1942-April 1943- Chief of 
Service in Prime Minister's Office April 1943-May 
1945, Director of Prime Minster s Office May 1945. 
Appointed Second Counsellor si Ministry for Foreign 
\flairs March l l >46 in addition to his other post, 
August 1947 rent on rnisvtun. to London and was 
guest of British Council for a month. Combined 
(tie posts of reoreiary genera! of the Secretitrial of 
the C'oitnril of Ministers and director of ihc Prime 
Minister^ Office, until Ere Eiad to make way for a 
supporter of the regime in September 1952 He 
became In s pecinrtiene ral of the Foreign Service 
until, in March 1951, he was appointed first Syrian 
Minister to tire Holy See, 

Intelligent. A supporter of Jamil Mardmo anti a 
friend of Munir Ajlani, he has frequenth shown 
himself to be well disposed towards the British. 

\ staunch Roman Catholic, he appears in dislike 
land bi distrusted byt his Greek OrthrtdoK 
brethren, 

48. Hi milch, C, require 

Armenian Catholic Archbishop of Aleppo. ILxn 
1895 in Aleppo. Educated in th^ Armenian Scm- 
inary in Rome. Member r.f a wealth) Aleppo family 
with political connexions A brother was at one rime 
Minister of Finance. Formerly known a-, a Franeo- 

K bilc: after his brothers [esiguation from the Finance 
•Imistry be Ixcaroc .1 vdicmenr critic of lire French 
Adminrctration in Syria, and later hecame just a- 
cducal of the Syrian Nationalist Adnimistnuintt. 

A prelate whose interesTs are more temporal than 
spiritual and who is not muLii truftted hvaMy. 

49. Ilonud, \bdu l 33 a hah 

Born nl Aleppo in 1915. Sunm MosL-rti. Megan 
as teacher in elementary school in Aleppo. Obtained 
law decree in Paris, practised in Ale poo, Profevspr 
of Ijisv nl Syrian L’niversity since 1951. Elected 
Deputy in Aleppo rn 1947, 1949 orwJ 1954, W&s 
rapporteur on the Constitution Committee in 1949. 
Minister nf Education in Hassan HakimL Govern¬ 
ment from August 9 1 ' Noreinbef 28, 1951. Minister 
>4 Finance in Said Gha*ti's Government from 
September 15, 1955. Minister of Education in Sabri 
al AftftaliS Government formed on June 34, 1956 
He is an iritlucntial member of th-. Fopubsl Party's 
Left-wing intelligentsia and has written rereral 
books in Arabic and French on legal and sodal 
reform. His political viewv are indistingutshable 
fro n i those of the Mu'.ith-Seicisilists 

50, HnncsL Edmond 

Born I4tl], Aleppo Greek Orthodox, Son of 
Alhert Elomsy, educated A.l'.B. Switzerland 
jni I'figbnd/priiaic banker with interests in 
Igypt. who did lucrative business with Furies 
during (be 19 ]4 w.ir He is an important 

shlreholdcr in the Ranquc dc SyriL- cl du Lttinn, 
Vi';u Syrian Minister of Finance (Murub to October 
l9Jht. Member of Sytian dekviation for the 
.’insaftR <4 (be Fra hen-Syrian Treaty in 1936. Elected 
VattoruliM Deputy for Aleppo. December 1936. 

c 2 










Took unofficial dmrge of the British Coimiiate at 
Aleppo during I94 i evacuation and has always been 
outspoken in his British sympathies. However he is 
apt lo be influenced by his wiFe who is pro-French. 
Was nuide honorary Commander of the British 
Empire. April 1946 appointed Minister of Finance 
in Saadultab Jibri's third Government when he insti¬ 
tuted investigation into irregularities in Finance 
Ministry, Failed m E94? elections cm President's 
list. Appointed Syrian Minister to London (and to 
Brussels i in June 1949, Relieved of his post in 
October l'?52 ljo the grounds that he was out of 
touch with developments at home. Now back in 
Aleppo. 

Intelligent and pleasant, if somewhat indolcru, 

51, Huubbv, Said, Bii^ldirr 

A Moslem, born in 1902 m Damascus, In 1946 
became Director of ihe Dcux&fttc Bureau and in 
1949 he wo* appointed military afteche m Washing¬ 
ton. In 1950 lie became Deputy Asiritam Chief of 
Scitl and later that year was «ivcn command of the 
Syrian air force. In 1951 he left die air force and was, 
made Commander of the Armoured Forces and in 
1952 was, in addittoo, cnade Commander of the 
Southern Region, Appointed military- attache in 
Ankara jn April I9.sy, June 1953 promoted 
brigadier on leaving Ankara, July 3 954 appointed 
to command the Northern Report, 

He is j reserved but astute officer, slow but 
efficient and above the average in pensonaliity. He 
is a sick man as a result of a serious motor accident 
which injured his head. 

He speaks Arabic and French, bul no English, 

52. Jiuurani, A train 

Bom Hama about 1915, Sunni Moslem Lawyer, 
Extremist leader of Youth Party of Hama, Joined 
Iraqi revolution ]94l at head of a smJI number of 
younfct men; met German ccwnmisiaoii in Homs and 
Aleppo Deputy 3943. and Secretary of Chamber of 
Deputies. Intelligent and has considerable influence 
nver yonnyi men, including sons of notables, in spite 
of his is mi-feud uj view*. Was engaged in active 
agitation against tin- Feudal Party (Ghuleb A/.n, 
Abdul Qadcr Kuilani and escaped arrest 
together with Rail Mulqi only by intervention 
of the Prune Minister 1 February 1944 r A leading 
member of the Constitutional Liberal Party and a 
most active attic of the Government. Kc-e3ecied 
Pepuh for Hama 1947. Member of Parliamentary 
Constitutional Party 194 !i. Actually fought for 
sis weeks with volunteers, m Palestine early 
194&, and urged severe measures in Government. 
An intimate counsellor of Zaini in the early days of 
the coup d i.nii of Mech )94u and is said to have 
been responsible for tuanv of tire reforms which were 
then mitrated Broke with i£ttim and after the latter's 
death became Minister of Agriculture in Hashem 
Atessi's. Cabmel of August 1949 in which he was 
the most dynamic member. Fleeted ®s an Inde¬ 
pendent to the Constituent Assembly in Novertt- 
her 1949. Headed the group in the Assembly which 
urangly opp- "cd Svm-lrxLji union and found tv< w *r- 
ful support among Army officers, notably Lieut - 
Calcine] Ithcnl Adib Shishakh fy.y.} with whom he 
threw' in his ]ol. Appointed Minister of Defence in 
the Cabinet formed by Khalid al Ann in December 
1949. In January 3 950 formed his own Rudies |- 
Soculist Party the "Arab Socialist Party." Resigned 
from ihe Cabinet in April I9J0 Mamed eurfv in 
1951 He rarely appeared in public, He lias tried 
to rally all Left-wing elements, to his parly, and has 
turned % blind eye to the penetration of his party by 
known Communists. Became estrange® from 
Shishakh anti was suspected of being implicated 
in plotting with some army officers against the 
regime at the end of 1952 iimJ took refuge with 


Salahuddift Bitar (q.v.) and Michel Albq 
in the Lebanon early in January 1953. From there 
lie carried sin propaganda and intrigues apjnxr the 
regime until asked by the Lebanese Government m 
leave in June 1953, Together with Bitar and Afiaq 
was permitted to return to Syria in October 1953. 
Hit three of them agreed lo amalgamate the Rj’uth 
Party, led by llie two former, with HouratJis Arab 
■Socialist F 3 inv. Hourani became the leader oi the 
new Arab Ba'uth Socialist Party Following over¬ 
throw of Shishaklt, officers ^ympallrisitig with 
Hourani obtained several of (he most important 
posts in the army. He and hi$ followers gained ft 
notable victory ai Hama in the 3 954 elections tn 
defeating nil the feudalist candidates. In the new 
Parliament begirt by ctKipcrafing in the Oppcwition 
wiili KhflUd a] AvnTs Democratic Woe. 

Knows no foreign Infiguagc. A Eicry am! com¬ 
pelling sjK- iker, A m.in with considerable drive 
hut vsifl artd irresponsible. Ambitious and ruthless. 
Distinctly a mi-Western, 

53. EinssL'ini, ill rah im. Colonel 

Boot 3 913 in Homs A Moslem, Ert March 1949 
he commanded the Military Police. In August 1949 
he was arrested and imprisoned following the 
Human: coup tFEtm. In October 1949 he was 
reinstated to his command. He was appointed 
Director of the Deuxiime Bureau in January 1950, 
tn August 1950 he was arrested for the murder oF 
Colonel Moluimed Nasser, Commander of the Ait 
Force, After acquittal, he left for France. In 1952 
he returned at General Shishaklis request and was 
made Director-Gcneral off Police and the SAretA 
Early in 1953 he was pranoted to colonel as a 
reward for stilling a plot against the rjgjirnc in which 
senior army officers were involved. Immediately 
after suppressing serious riots he was appointed in 
December I 9 S 3 as military attache at Washington, 
It was evident that General ShribaUi feared that 
Husseini was becoming Ion powerful. May 1953 
transferred to be mi Site re attache at Ks>me. 

He is a very intelligent and able nfFtcer who is 
Feared for his ruthlesswess. Commands respect, 
9p~afcs fluent French, 

54. Ehi.dk \uii 

Rom about 1895 in Damascus, member <sf leading 
Kurdish family. Sunni Modem. Educated at 
A.ll.B, and Cirencester Agricultural College, 
Appointed by S.iadullah Jibri’s Cownttnni 
to be Director-General of Tribal Affaire l March 
19-l4> on the cession oF the Tribal Depart¬ 
ment by the French lo the Syrians. Resigned 
November 3 946, Elected Deputy for Damascus 
1947. receiving highest number of votes cast, 
which made hm aspire to the Presidency. Hat 
spent a great deal Of money on the improvement 
nf his farm near Damascus, Was co-opted Minister 
of Agriculture in. HiBni ZairrtH (Wo Cabinets and 
worked hard, lo reform his Ministry. Appointed 
Minister of the Interior in Government formed *n 
JuEv 1953. I-n,-.ineed Ins repot itum by r^ignirig 
in protest again-4 the way in which the 1953 
elections were being “ managed " Narrowly failed 
as an In-depchdrnt candidate fw Difnascuv in |954 
elect ions 

Well disposed towards Britain. 

55. 3Tun. Mikhai l 

Bom Alq»o, IWK), of a Smyrna merchant, 
nephew of Abdulla Farkuh, Nplionulist Deputy for 
Honiv Bl-cduciitcJ. but iritellieciiL Greek 
Oritotfoy Professes an extreme form of 
nationalism, Wits secretary it AfeppO of the 
Nationalist hltv before he was elected Deputy 
for AEcpp<’ in July 1943, in Augufit 1945 he 
organised a large numher of Deputies u> present u 
pciilion to ihe President of ihc Chamber ftsking for 


the resignation of Fares Khouri's second Govern¬ 
ment. August to November 1945 Minister for 
Foreign Adairs in Fares KhouriN third Govcrnmcnl 
April to December 1946, Miniver of Public Works in 
Saadi] I lull Jubri's third Government. Failed in the 
(947 elections on tin; President's list, but became 
Minister of National Lconomy in Jamil Mardam's 
|44S Govemtnem. Pretended to coHipcrptc with 
Huvm Zaim but secretly worked hard against him. 
Opposed io the draft ConsliLuLion anxl ntcdiod of 
election ns President of General Shis ha kb (July 1953). 
Returned for Aleppo in the 1954 elections. Owner 
off Damascus newspaper. Ai Iftihstii. 

Speaks some English and l rench and has shown 
himself anxious u> lv well regarded by the British. 
He is, an assiduous political ififtrigucr and h reckoncd 
to be otic of the strong men of the National iv! Party, 
bm is disliked bj the Popultvts and by (he 1 vFt wing 
of Nationalist Party, ILm always been a clove friend 
of Sabri ul AssSidi 

56. Ivluank Ibrahim, Dr, 

Moslem. Bum I9t)6 in Damascus of a good 
(smjib with a legal tradition. Married, Mudtcd 
economics ami law at tlu- Svrinn University, ihe 
Sort>or.ne. and the l mverrity of Vienna, Spent vume 
years m Austria* and on bis relutn here was 
employed at the Austrian Consulate in Damn sen- 
Appointed Honorary Austrian Corsul here in 1939. 
Left Syria during the war years returning m 1945, 
when he was appointed Director-General of Political 
Aflairs at the Ministry of Foreign \llairs. In 1 L >4 1> 
lid became Secretary-General of the Ministry. During 
this period be was friendly and helpful to the leg** 
tion, who found him hard-working, honest and 
efficient. At the end of 1949 be left and went into 
business for a vhort time, bin was appointed Syrian 
Consul-General in the Federal German Republic in 
1950, Rrtppoimcd Secrete r> -General at the 
Ministry of Foreign AEfnin an 1953 Appointed 
Minister at Bonn in January 1^50. 

He is not known to have taken pari in any 
political nclivitaes. He speaks French, English an-J 
fluent German. A very hard worker with moderate 
views and friendly common sense. 

57. Jsuhri, Ihsjm 

Born Aleppo about 15S5 Sunni Moslem 
Brother of the late fiaadullah ul Jabri. Deputy 
fui Aleppo In the ParliamcnL ,n Gonstantiunple 
during the Turkish regime and for it time 
akte-tic-eamp to the Sultan. Returned to 
Aleppo after the war and proceeded to Damascus, 
where he wav Chamberlain lo kin -4 FamI during the 
latterN short reien. Fled with Kir.e F;iiv:]l at the 
time of the French occupation of Danutas., ftrtt 
to Palestine tnd tlien to Iraq In 1924 he was 
ddcgalexl by ihc Syrian Arabs ni gn to Geneva 
In upheld the cause of Syrian indc|wru!cnce at the 
LCApe N a lions in company with the Druse 

leader, (he Emir Shakib Arslan. Sentenced by ihe 
French to permanent banishment from -Syria anil 
remained in Europe working for Syrian inde¬ 
pendence from 1924 to 1937. Amnestied in April 
EH? and was Mohnliz of Lnlafcja in November 1937 
to April E93 JJ . Was octiveh avvocialed with kreiJ 
vifikes in Aleppo, March 1941. Arrested by the 
Riitivh in Alepyxi in September 1942 a^s oiatentiallv 
d.oicerouv. hm released in September 1943. Faded 
in ]u.J7 eleciionv: president of the Aleppo branch r-f 
National Parts 1948. OpenU opposed Shivhakli. 
Returned m a Nationalist for Aleppo in 19M 
rlcetions, but as a result of personal tjuarreis 
scpaTuied himself TuvmiTvnlly fnim (he NaLHmalist 
E^rtv in Aleppo. Reported to be jealous of hiv 
son-in-law, M.ijduddin Jabri l^.r.J. President of the 
Foreign Affairs Comnuuec in the FarlLanieiH 
elected in 1954 Nominally a Nationalist but strays 


far from their beliefs in pursuit of 3us own impests, 
wliiidi he coteviders at present to b c anii-West. 
Pleasantly mad. 


5H. J.tbr r. Majriuddin 

Bv'ifp in Aleppo in 1910, Suutil Moikm. 
Son or kcnuil Bey Jabrii ahd nephew of 
S&idullnh Bey Jabri; mamctl to Hale, daughter of 
Uisan lies Jabri I brother of NiidullJh Bey). 
Educaiod at Aleppo and for fire years at Robert 
College, IvLanbu!. Spent three years, WS to in 
Unilol State’, [B.A., Illinois Univcmty) where he 
studied engineering. SerseJ for nx ycarv m [he 
Public Works Department of the Pa Iodine Govcn)- 
ment and seconded for service in Transjordan 
(1937 43). Secrciarj r -Generttl of Aleppo Municipality 
1944 45 and became President of the MuntdpaUty 
in 194 h 5. Took office as Minister of Public Works in 
Khaled d Azni'i non-party Governmenl oF Decem¬ 
ber 1943- Although invited by Huuii /aim lo act 
as public worlte advdscr he refuse i .ind was apparently 
against the regime, Also refiL-ved the post or Minister 
of Public Works in Hivhins AUis.iN Cabinet of 
August 1949 \! end of |94^ he uppremlv pave 

un all itlea of returuing to Syrian politics 1953-54 
Head of ilte Public Works Department at Kuwait, In 
mid*1954 returned to Aleppo where he wuv ihe most 
successful Nationalist candidate in the 1954 
dcctions. 1 hough elected Deputy be went to 
Europe and refused appointnicnt ns Minister of 
Public Works in F=iris el Khouri's Cabinet. Minister 
of Public Works in Shbri ul AsitafiN N i t tonal 
Coalriioit Government formed on June 3 4, 1956 

Well educated, practical, moderate and les 
susceptible to party and family influences than tnosi 
\rabre bui puv> much heed lo bis wife. D.rveues 
his spare time to exploiting his father** many 
estetev Stwaks excellent English and gs^xl French, 
the main hope for the future of the Jabri family. 
He h-is shown courage in defence of his Right-wing 
and pro-Western views. 


59, Jabri Rushud 

Bom in Damascus io 1910, Moslem Has an 
English wife and alvo a Syrian. 

Educated at the French La?arlst School in 
Damascus and at ihr American t-niversitv m 
Beirut Trained as mechanical x-nginecr. specialising 
►n the cotton industry at Minch ester University 

Engineer at the Delta Commercial Cnmpan; 

1935 1935. returned to D.rmasscus in |93o where he 
held a similar appointment wilh she Syrian Pelfo- 
kum, Coisipjm rintii 1941. \npoirucd Director nf 
Ihc I ransT^’il and Technit d Service of the +1 Mira " 
[Cereals OreimvMknil 1941 43, Director of the 
Traffi,- and Tsfe DiitrihulKm Service of the Ministry 
of I'ublic Wiiri,^ 1943 45: Director of ihc Cpmnner- 
eial Industrial L'niied Company f|he F% Five) 
1945 19; Dtrector-CietKTnl of the Middle Fast 
Resources Company 195rt*-51 Then wa\ appointed 
for a fjerioil of two months a* Vf'ihafe^ of the C 1y 
of Dnmiseus Minister ^ Public Works in the 
Govcrnntjnl formed by S.ibfi ilj on M ireh 1. 
1954 iher ihc overthrow of the Shish Ah r vim - 
and elected Dcpusy fi'f Ihe two Gho to. n fhloh.T 
1954, Wns one of the founders nf the I iNra] 
Parly which was later I rans formed into Ihe 
Populist Patty am! in 1954 wis elected President of 
rhe Damascus branch of the ptrly. Minister of 
Agriculture in S.ibri al AssaliA National Cmlilinn 
Govemniieni formcJ on June 14. 1956. 

Ha$ so far worked with Majduddin Jabh in 
putting brake on the Left wing trend of the prevcm 
Avsab Government. He is not, however, capable of 
^TaPdine up to pressure for long. Venal and 
uni noteworthy, 











6IJ. Juur* Karim 

Eforn .it Hamit; in 1&99. Sunni Moslem. Obtained 
a degree in Civil Engineering in Beirut. also studied 
in France. A pointed Engineer in the Public Works 
Department in 1928, Director of Technical Bureau 
IMS. Director o[ Mines unit Concessionary Com¬ 
pares 1948. Promoied to rani of Confroller- 
General in S949 and appointed Chief Inspector of 
Technical Affairs in Ministry of Public Works. 
Since 1951 Secretary-General of Ministry of Public 
Woiis. 

Speaks French and some lisigfoh. Married- An 
eflfckol and circumspect civil servant who has 
beefed clear of politics. Well disposed to Britain, 
which he Visited in June HW M guest of British 
Government, 

61. kith hah. \iimildin 

Born I9ti3 in HWOI Moslem. Educated at 
Robert College, Istanbul, where he obtained his 
B.Sc. in electrical engineering: later went to Illinois 
College. United Slates and graduated m C ivil 
Engineering. On his return to Syria in 1929 he 
worked for two years os engineer w ith the Dampen^ 
rmmway .red " Eketririly Company* and from 
1931 -34 was employed in a similar capacity with the 
Cement Company in Damascus 

He started his career a Civil Servant in 1935 
when hr entered the Public Works Department a* 
engineer for ihc Damascus Municipality, a position 
which he held until [941. He was then appointed 
Chief of the Irrigation Department, and promoted 
to be Erector of Irrigation in 1944. During that 
year he represented Syria at the International Air 
Conference at Chicago, and also accompanied the 
Syrian Delegation to the 1 nited Nations Organisation 
Conference in Sim Francisco in 1945. 

He was Secretary of [he Syrian Engineers 11 
Association when it was founded in 1942, In 1947 
he was appointed Director‘Genera I of the Ministry of 
Public Works and Communications, and in 194S 
w ,ls promoted to Secretary-Genera! of the Ministry’. 
Appointed director of the Latinkia Port Project 
in 1951 

Nuruddm Kahhnlj. who is regarded as (he most 
qua tilled engineer in site Government '.tv ice. is in 
hard worker and has devoted j good deal of lime us 
technical adviser to the Government in connexion 
with she various Syrian economic development 
schemes, notably the Yarmouk Slydro-Ekctric 
Scheme 

KahhaEi speaks fluent English, and reasonably 
good French. Friendly and usually helpful. 

62. kaikini. Rashid. I u-ulraiiiit t'litencl 

Et« *rn Hama about |924. Married Moslem 
Speaks fluent I ■tenth and poor English 1950 
appointed Head of (he Mr Force. May 1953 pro¬ 
moted [ieulenani-colond. A vers able officer mid 
a good commander. His cajsahiliiies in organising 
and iraming lhe Air I i V*cc are returnived by the 
Ministry of Defence who arc thus content eo leave 
a comparatively junior officer as head of the rapidly 
expanding youiit Air Force. Possess great charm 
and is eenemEly liked both by his own countrymen 
and foreigners. It through hi 1 - effort', that the 
Syrian Aiir Force ha- standardised on British aircraft 
and methods of traising. He fell out of favour 
during the summer of 1955 and after a period of 
bouse arrest for aliened complicity in u pro-Irai^r 
plot was appointed in ihe itiaiT of ihc Syro-Fgyptian 
combi tied tftilitiiry headquarters in Cairo 

63. h .dirts, k Halil 

Born in Hama about 1915 Greek Orthodox. 
Brother of Baffin K.Has. an Army officer who 
co-operated with Husni Z&m in bringing about the 
tsrsi coup i/’f.VffJf in March 1949. 


Holds Law Degree from the Law Faculty of the 
Syriau University. 

" Belongs to the Arab Baath Party and. as such, 
was elected Deputy for Hama in the present 
Parliament, 

Made Minister of National Economy in the 
Government formed by Sabre Astudi on June 14. 
1956. A convinced Left-winger and doctrinaire 

Socialist. 

64. kuyyali, •Midurrahman 

Born I&90 in Aleppo. Sunni Moslem. Educated 
in the American University of Beirut, Married 
into the Mudarres family. King Faisal's Chamber- 
lain ji Daman-as, Prominent Nationalist bin 
inclined to preach moderation. Elected Nationalist 
Deputy for Aleppo in 1936, Minister of Education 
ind of Justice in the former Nationalist Govern- 
ment. Went to Geneva in December 1936 to put 
forward the Arab claim for AlcsandrctU- Sent 
from Damascus to Aleppo in February 1937 to 
apologise to ihc French for the Iron Shirt 
clash with the French Gendarmerie. Minister 
qf Education and Justice in the second Jamil Mar- 
ilia Cabinet (Julj i$37 to i Dciur. 193?) MJcistei 
of National Ecoaoniy In the Lulu Haffur Tab!net 
(February to March 1939), His moderate party was 
‘.•■imped in July 1^4.' elections hy Saadullah Jabri, 
but lie was eventually elected I dm self and wa* 
Minister for Justice in Sandullnh Jahri's first 
Gotemnienl August (943 to October 1944 Minister 
if Justice and Minister of Public Works in Parcs 
Khouri's first Government October 1944 to April 
Mi45. Became n leading member of the Cons .tit u- 
ttonal Liberal Party and lost no opportunity of 
attacking succeeding Governments in the Chamber 
of Deputies railed in f947 electrons, Member oE 
Syrian Delegation to 1 nited Notions General Assem¬ 
bly m Paris;, 1948, Became President of llte 
National Party in 1949 Opposed to the draft 
Constitution and method of election as President of 
General ShishakU (July 1953). Unsuccessful in 
i'^4 elect km*. fnidligcnt, hut not masterful. 
Probably will not singe a political come-back. 

65. KcfcMa. Ktrffidl 

E-torn 1905, Belongs to a well-known middle ^tass 
Aleppo Moslem family. Studied law at Datnavcun 
University Elected Deputy for Aleppo, December 
1936, he became known for his vehement speeches 
in the Sy rlan As^mblv Resigned front the National 
Noc. March 1939 Deputy for Aleppo in 1943 in 
opposition to both the Jabri and Kayyali groups, aivl 
remained opposed to them in Parliament : re-dec led 
in 1947 on list of Parliamentary Gorutitulionnl Party 
I Ft it known and admired as a man sincerely devoted 
so constitutional practices, which he carried wnh 
him into the Populist Party whose leader he 
became in August 1948, His opposition to the 
M ■ : in and K ha led cl \/m Cabinets m 1948 and 
hN ii inti mi tv refusal to rtsviuiute hiulself with the 
/.aim regime made him c<,(rcmely popular. After 
the nvcrilirinv of /aim he toccpicd ilic fmst of 
Minister uf Eftc Inierior in llavfiirti Aia-stA predom¬ 
inantly Populist Party Cabinet. In November 1949 
dtcied to he Gmvtitticnt -Assembly, of which be was 
President At (lui lime a stronc protagonist of 
Syro-Iraqi union. 

President of the Chimbcr of Deputies from 
September 1950 until March 1951 when he resigned 

following the fall of Nazim Qutlsi's Government, 
Imprisoned after General Shishnklis tuttp tff-ltat of 

Z9th November. 1951, refeaved, April 1952 Opposed 
to the draft Constitution and method of election as 
President of General Shishakli (July 1953) 
Returned f-u Aleppo at 19.54 elections/ He wav 
tilled upon to form a Cabinet following Sa r id 
GIkif/Us resignation in June bui declined |o 


ucccpL the responsibility of otlice. Nominal head 
of Pop id iit Parly. 

A man of some chamcter and seriousness of 
purpose but very liRJMUHIS, 


66. klialiu, Mitiiamad Suhhi 

Born HU in Damascus Sunns Moslem. Studied 
in Syrian elementary schools. Showed 4fl interest 
in social adair^ from an early age. Began his 
career as a labourer in a teslile laciory There 
he organised the first Syrian trade union in 
1929, He devoted his kisure !0 study and the 
spread of the iradc union movement- By 1936 he 
bad created unions in several trades in Damascus, 
In |Vf37 he succeeded in winning official .approval 
for a Syrian Labour Law. In 1946 he carried his 
work a stave further by securing the passage of .i 
comprehensive and progressive Labour Law. He 
succeeded in unifying the Trade t ! mort Movement in 
Syria. Since 1933 he has used journalism as 
an instrument in his Mni£yJe. His. main con¬ 
tributions have appeared in the lovaE uiaguriu^s 
of which he has bpen editor at various times. Early 
in 1950 he began publishing u trade union newspaper 
called i! i ! mtttui which has lain dormant from 
time to time for lack of funds. Visited the Untied 
Kingdom :is gULhl of His Majc^u A Government in 
1951 + uilil the United Slates as guest of United 
Slates Guvemnienl in 1953- Though formerly 
opposed to communism and certainly not L 
Communist hintsetf, h< has been forced to 
co-opera lc with them in order to maintain 
his position. Did not receive Communist support 
in 1954 clcclmns. at which be failed badly. 
Though nearly defeated h> a StwHalisr candidate 
who was supported by the Communists, he was re¬ 
elected in 195-1 to the office, which he ha^ eim- 
(inuously held, or President of the General Council 
of Syrian Trades Union 

lu' March 1956 he wa$ elected President of the 
newly-formed Federation of Trades Unions, whose 
constitution he had drafted. Since accepting this 
position his public pronouncement* have become 
increasingly anti-Western. In July 19x55 and in 
April 1956 he led Syrian labour delegations to 
Moscow and Peking respectively. He i^intelligent 
and conscientious- but if is unlikely that he will 
show much independence of Egyptian influence in 
labour mutters. He will veer increasingly towards 
the I eft wing and contact with the Communist trade 
union movement. 

67, klu>jn, Hamid 

Born 1907 in Raoqa and of a Tamilv of religious 
teachers Sunni Moslem. Educated at ihe Franciscan 
School at Aleppo and ;il the Teachers' Training Col¬ 
lege. Aleppo, Studied law in Paris, where he obtained 
Eli's degree. Deputy for Raqqa 1932 36 and again 
1943. Appointed Kaimakam 1937 firm at Ziwiyeh 
and then at Jereblous. A leading member of the 
Constitutional Liberal Party, he failed in the 1947 
elections a* ihe result of ibe intemctUion of the 
Syrian Preside™ in favour of lus own candidate. 
Elected to the Constituent Assembly in November 
1949. Secretary ol the Republican Liberal Nop 
formed by Abdul Hasp Nizanuiddln early in 

19x50, Minister of Public Works in Hstvsan Hakim s 
fri.v.) Government from August |o November 1951. 
President of the Foreign Affairs Committee iff the 
Chamber in the 1949 Parliament. Returned for 
Raijqa in the 1954 ekvlEjOuS. 

Hh influence might prove important in the 
tribal area where lie is the reccertived politiral 
leader of a number of influential tnbal sheikhs, Hns 
shown readiness to co-operate with the British ami is 
an agreeable and cultivated widely travelled 
individual 


65. khuttri, Kale 

Born about 1891 in the Lebanon Greek Orthodox. 
Educated by Irish Presbyterian Mission, at American 
College. Beirut* and at Law School. IsunbuL 
OriginaJ|y Protestant* hut converted to Orthodoxy in 
1935 as latter community had represents he in 
ChamEter and Protestants had not. Eleeteil to tiie 
Coiisuiuent Assembly, 1928, as mouthpiece tor his 
brother Fares liy.v.). Noted Nationalist. Dean of the 
Faculty of Law at Lhc SvTian University, Damascus. 
Trom year 1941 to 1943. Nationalist Deputy in 1933 
with great following among university students 
Played a leading pan iri iht first session iff Parlia¬ 
ment and again during the general strike iff 1936, 
Re-elected Deputy in December 1936, Bead of the 
Da mucus. liar. 19.16 to I•94* > Minister of Finance 
and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in ihc fifteen 
day ministry of I-Uth Haffar, 1939. Minister for 
Foreign Alfa its under HaSsan al Hakim, September 
J94| to April pj43, and Miuistcf for Foreign Affairs 
and Minister of Finance in HuSni Barazi Govcrn- 
tilcrtl (April f942 to Jattmrj I94J), Took strong line 
with tEie French nver wncCssiortS of form to Syrian 
independence, hut was Unsuccessful. In agreement 
with Lebanese, struggled to obtain control of 
11 lidtireu CommunH - Framed budget for 1942 
balanced {On paper! with proceeds from new taxes 
on income and agriculture. Was president of Com- 
mksion $upericurc to monopolise Syrian wheat, and 
displayed considerable energy and’ courage. Was 
attacked by Landlords, Ac., as being a Christian and 
corrupt, and forced to resign presidency of Wheat 
Office in July 1942. When Jernil Ulsni replaced 
Ifusni Rarezi as Prime Minister (January 1943) FibE 
Khouri gave up the Ministry of Finance, retaining, 
opEy the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, one: of the 
reasons for tiffs lieing that it was fell that, as a 
Christian, he was not in a strong position to enforce 
taxation projects. He remained in office until the 
faff iff Ihe Fishi Government, March 1943. His 
association with the non-parliamentary regime of 
1941-43 brought him into disfavour with the 
Nationalists, who nffuvid to include him on iheir 
ckxicirat list. He stood as an independent and 
failed, retiring tq Beirut where he remained for a 
year Appointed Minister Plenipotemiar) to Moscow 
April 1945 : remaining there for a few "months only 
be returned to Djitiuicu^ and was appointed as 
Acting Director-General .ff the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, October to December 1^45 Fbccu on pen- 
>ion 1946 Appointed Syrian Minister to Washing¬ 
ton. June 1947, Head of Syrian delegation lo I 'nited 
Nations Assembly. September 1^49 Jn£ j 1950. 
Appointed ambiixvidor to London in September 
3952. Retired 1955. 

A man of imNIcrate political opinions and con¬ 
siderable intelligence v, till undouhted ambition hut 
has the reputation of being difficult to work with. 
Speaks good English and French. Despite his 
religion, ri on good terms with Moslems. A 
determined opporitmisL he is. now anii-Hntwh 

t>9, hhtiuri, F»m 

Born about IS75 in the Lebanon Brother of Faiz 
Rhuuri Educated at American College at 

Beirut. Pri>t(Sitant Was a dragoman at British 
Consulate. Damascus, from 1899 to 1909, A 
member of the Turkish Parliament in 1.913 
Lawyer. Minister of Finance under Faisal 
when he discreetly lined hjs pcickets. Minister 
of Public Instruction under Dinuad. 1926. 
[>ep<sric(J; wmc months later on suspicion of assist 
ing rebels, thus wanning martyr's crown of clory and 
confidence of Moslems. WelLoff, Chairnuin of 
Ivoard nf directors of National Cement Company l 
w.o professor of the School of Law. hut resigned in 
L>4] ; legal adviser to the municipality until 194], 
when he passed it to his son Mihail Took reading 
part in the genera] strike of 1936, Went to Paris in 
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Much 1936 as member uf she Nationalist delegation 
io negotiate a Franto-Svnun treaty- Deputy™ Decem¬ 
ber J93K Elected President o£ the Chamber ol 
DcptJtien iSpeaker) on 21st December, 19^6, in 
recognition of ht* sendee* to the Nationalist Woe in 
the "treaty negotiations- Front fall of Nationalist 
Government in 1939, played no active part in politic* 
until 1943, when he was re-elected Deputy by a 
bare majority and again in 1947. President of the 
Chamber August 1943 to October 1944 and a-jam 
October 1945 to October 1946, Prime Minister and 
Minister for Interior and ior Education. October 
1^44 to April (945, Member i>f Syrian Committee 
which signed Charter of Arab League, March 1945. 
Prune Minister April to August 1945, Head at 
Syrian Delegation to United Nations Organisation 
Conference at San Francuw April 1945 Prime 
Mm Liter August to October IMS. Head of Syrinti 
Delegation to United Nations Organisation Con¬ 
ference it London, November 1945, and to Round 
Tabl; Conference on Fa testine in London August 
194(> and to United Nations General Assembly 
Session October 1947, Syrian Representative on 
Security Council IX'ccmber 1940-4H. On bis 
return to Syria enjoyed lbe position of revered 
elder s-taiesmoLi. Although he gave 4iim\ regime 
his blessing he criticised wful he considered (o be lI- 
uacomtimtionaJ nature *vf some of Nairn’s ee*- 
R epic-cuts Syria on the United Natifsti'. Inter- 
tulional Law CommifAioit Came out strongly 
against the -clause in the draft ConsciUiUcm 
(April 195(1) making, [slam the religion of the Stale. 
Replaced by i : aciJ Zasnuddin hjr.v.i in June. 1951 as 
of the Permanent Syrian Delegation to the 
United Mali ns, but heyJcd the Syrian Delegation to 
the General Assembly in (he autumn of l^Jl, and 
was again appointed Hwd of ihe Ddetaffnii in 1954 
but did run proceed. After prolonged Cabinet crisi 
in October 1 ^54 in which -Acral political leader* 
refused or failed to form a Governmeat, the 
President, with general .ippr^Tval. called on Fari- 
Khouri Nevertheless, it Wis only with difficulty 
that tic formed a Rich t-wi fie .dilitiurt 

Is ,i prudent and skilful, if unscrupulocK, politician, 
who is. despite his religion, on good terms with the 
Modems and not with the Christians Talks 
excellent English, A likeable but obstinate old man. 
Is, dearly now imdfociiufly well p^t his prime, 

70. Kbi'uri, SuhtHI 

ElCim in Damascus in 1910, Sort of Fares a I 
Kbmm. Pfabyteri-M Educated at the French 
Lvarist School in Dami^eus Obtained hi, law 
degree at the Syrian University in D^mMUS and hi- 
doctorate of law from the Jesuit 1 mverrity in Beirut. 
I - the Lcita) Adviser to the Damascus City Munich 
pilitv. Returned For Damascus as ,i Nationalist in 
1934 elections. T nlike his father, be is inclined to 
be an ineffective and rather weak character. 
Believed to owe what success he his achieved to hi- 
father's influence. 

71, Kurhari. Mi'afflltfl 

Burn about 1905 Moslem Educated o the 
J'.'tusi School in Beirut where he oh Mine J his law 
deynee. Pradisod Saw in Damascun In IMS he 
represented ihe Syndicate of Lawyers <U the litter- 
national Lawyers' Conference i'-el-i in Geneva. A- 
a leading member of Ihe LtbrriUicirt Part;, which 
a, vs formed by Oennat Shiv-i iMi he wav elected 
President of the Chamber ill June 195.1. Under the 
eonsiituiiim then in force, he became Acting 
Pr detent of the Republic following General 
ShishaUiN flight in February Pbs4. hut he was 
frirc&d to resign within two day*. Stood is an 
Independent in the 1-954 elect i«»n and •• i.v 
for Djiiu vein Minitier of Education in Sa'ui 
Oiairiet Government September 1955 to June 1956 

An intelligent and not unfriendly perron. 


72. Ku/bari H Nader 

Born about 3 913, Sunni Moslem. Corves 
of a well-to-do Damascus family. Hold* a French 
doctorate of Law [1937). 

Formerly a naeiuber of the Council of State, he 
was promoted to the rank of counsellor in this Nnl; 
in 1951. 3 lc has a No held a number of judicial and 
□dminivtnuive posts. 

Married to a daughter of the former NatioraLisi 
Party leader Lutfi Hatfar {q.v.), He is the second 
most senior oflkiit in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs and has acted as Secretary-General on a 
number ot occasions. Appointed Ambassador at 
Buenos Aires, January 195b, 

Rather pompous and, probably, anxious to prove 
himself a good pan-Arab. Very in effective!. He has 
an agreeable and cultivated wife. 

7J, .Malik. Haim 

Born ml Damascus in 1900. Greek Orthodox. 
Educated .»£ the Eastern College in Zuhletl, 
Lebanon. ihe Greek Orthodox Secondary School in 
Damascus and at the American Univoidiv of 
Beirut. Obtained his taw degree at the Faculty of 
Law of the Syrian t ahvcr.it;, in DurrtaSCUs. Ap¬ 
pointed magistrate m 1925, Adviser to the Court of 
Appeal in 1938. Public Attorney at the Own of 
Appeal in 1942. Inspector at die Ministry of Justice 
in 19-iJ, and Prosccutor-Ci.’iufa! at ihe CViuti of 
O,.-li '.oil in 1945, In addition to this post he was 
made Secretary-General of the G>undJ of Ministers 
in March F>54, arid still hold* the appointment- 

Me is a straightforward, sincere and Very cllkUnl 
civil servant, well disposed towards the Bniisls. 
Speaks Fuglish and Freilcli. 

74, Mutatac. Hrauc 

Artuuiicm Catholic. Burn Istanbul 1^35. graduate 
■ i Istanbul College: teacher Military ColUgc Ltun- 
Lml i "15 »<i. rook part in 1914-li war wdti 53rd 
Fir' : Division at Ghm* C'nk-i of the Armenian 
Division ui the French army at Beirut in MLS. As 
■i-coikd liruicnmru iOi»k part in occupation of Adana 
.ii-id Cilicia: promoted to rank of captain L9LS: was 
appointol to Syrian tlendarmerit: at Aleppo, Acre 
.ind ntinc!i 192! lo 1925. during Svri,tn revolution 
vvjlv irun ferred to Damascus I925”26 in charge of 
Gendarmerie Tranxpon Company: from 1935- 37 was 
Oflkcr Commantling. Gendarmerie Hatrta, Ddr-ei- 
/or and Luphrates 1939-43 OlTiecf Commanding 
Gendarmerie. Djmascu^ Mohafnat, 1942-45 was 
pro iii 'trd to rank of linurcnunt-cofoncl and appointed 
Officer Comni-indirig, Gendarmerie, First Legion, in 
Aui',u>[ l«45 wav promoted lo rank of colonel and 
appoinuJ acting Coinivtandunl-Genefal OF Gen¬ 
darmerie He (nek no part in the mwjiB of 

Zaim and Hinnawi although he could easily have 
c^bed in. He was retired after the !^<cond coup 
tl'fuu in August 1949 Became B..O.A.C. sale- 
repreve[native in Damascus in (952. 

r-xtremcly able nnd iiitvllt'ieut ft wait lamely 
due to hiv capability that the Syrian Gendarmerie 
ha* been reor^itnssed find lias readied a reasonable 
NtaruJani of efficiency. Always feuth |o co-operate 
with the British but since the coups rfP.tut of 194' 3 
hriv hc:orm' suvped heeausc of his clo<-e connexion 
with them. He speaks Arabic. English, French. 
Turkish. Greek Italian and Armenian. Very friendly 
and genuinely pro-Brittrii 

75. Marduni ttey, ibHarrahttian, Colood 

A Sunni Moslem, bc^rn Damu-ciw 19£6. Entered 
Mirunrv School. Homs, 19.17 and laier that year 
. ad St Cyr, France ai officer cadet. 1939. 
graduated from Si. Cyr and appointed second- 
treulenant in the Syrian army. 1942, promoted: 
Li ut ’Umi. 1944. promoted enptain, 1945, nerved 

ii Svriaft t ‘cntLirmrric and later that year rcsigrteil 
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from the French forces, 1946, made provost 
marshal. L94S, commanded the 1st Armoured 
Buiuikm m the Palestinian war. 1949, promoted 
major and given local rank of lieutenant-colonel on 
appointment as military attache, l oniloQ, 1.952, 
promoted to full colonel 

lhis. oKicer is intelligent and of average ability, 
but idle and takes little interest in his work m 
military ulUicbe. 

76. Murdam 1U>, Haidar 

Etroihct-m-Liw of JumiJ Mantam Bey. Born 
Damavcu-, IS9X. Surini Moslem. Graduated from 
Law- School, Damascus, JMarried Damascus 
Christian and went la I rancc to study law for several 
years. Secretary to municipality L929-30. in 1936 
fc aimak am at Ma'arat, Januarv 1938 {Nationalis. 1 : 
GovernmeutJ " ebef du protocols' 1 in the Foreign 
Office and in March 19 jS appointed Acting 
MoSuiUr. of Jezirah. In July 9^59 Raimakam of 
Id lib. 3n August 1941 appointed Mnhiiiiz of Floras,, 
wher^ ha remained until June 1942. when he 
was dismissed because he was suspected by Syrian 
Government of carrying inrormniian to French. In 
Augm-t 1942 he was appointed to tine Foreign Office 
as "chef du proiacolc." Mohafa of lliiuran. .April 
19-13 i" March I9.ftt r when he w r as transferred to (be 
central office at the Ministry far Foreign Affairs, bui 
refused !" l ike up his post as it was graded tower 
m rank than ih.it of Morialiie While Mohafiz of the 
Hauran he was suspected by rbe Government of 
living in suspiciously dose touch with Amman, but 
was the first lo * clean up the French in 1945, when 
he seems to have shown energy* courage and ability 
Ui handle a Ihud sduuliou, and. firm ness tempered 
with jussive ii iw.iids a defeated enemy. Appointed 
Syrian Minister to Jedda in March 1947. Recalled 
in June 3 l H9. Appointed Syrian Minister to Rome m 
June 1^51 Anpi-untcd Minister at ftaeiad m 195-1 

Ms Idly Nationalist in politics, pleasant and opert- 
inindcd. but rather lacking in energy, 

77, MdffdniD iamll 

Born about 1890 in Damascus. Sunni Modern. 
NitioiialUi member of Constituent Assembly 1^28. 
Deputy in 1932 and MinUter of Fmance. Wits a 
member of the Nationalist delegation that went to 
I'arih in March S l >3& and became Frinte Minister and 
Minister of National Economy December 1936 CO 
July 1937- He formed new Cabinet July 1937, 
but hi\ Government was mracked, notably by 
Dr. Shah bandar and Munir Ajlani. over ihe 1936 
Frattfs^-Syrian Frraly, Relations between Mardam 
arid Sliahbandar co-miimed to deteriorate until 
the former wav forced lo resign. He and his 
Cabinet were openly ayeuxed by the prexv of great 
corruption iinti peculation W'hcn SbahlmndiTr wav 
irUF-L'r.'d m Juh 1°40 J;mi : l Mardam was accused 
b- the Slialibantfarists of complicity and, with a few 
ocher*. Ited lo Bagdad. Was in Bagdad ai Hie be¬ 
ginning of the Riisliid Ali revolt t\l i\ | l> 4lf. but l-s 
believed to Iijm: everted moderating influence on 
rebrlv. RctLiniL'd |o Sy ria May |94t. 

In January 1942 he’ weM to l-yypt. and. on Iris 
return, tried to provoke n poliiic.il crisis by pre' 
lending that he enjoyed the confidence of tiie British, 
who Had asked him to form a Clnveromeni He 
repeated this mantinvre with greater inrisietsce in 
Jurr 1 ! H 2 , ys result the Allies obliged him to 
live in she Lebanon and a vomTuunit|nd ivas issued 
ctHuJeennine his action Elected Deputy in ftMy and 
in 1947 cm Shu're OuwjcIi' -. list Minister for 
Foreign Affair* and president of Cercski ommisscon 
in Siadtillah J ibo\ lirst GovernmerLl. August 1.943 
to October 194*1 Ss-rian reprcvcnlntivc on ihe Com¬ 
mittee of Foreign Ministers i>f Arab Cnumric whii:h 
met in Cairo in February 1945 to draw- up Arab 
League fliarter Minister For Foreign Adairs and 
52635 


for Defence and Government representative to 
Supreme Mira Council in Fsriv KbomiA tiiit 
CfovcnunenL tJclober 1944 to April 1945, Minister 
for Foreign Affaire and for Defence in Faris KbouriA 
second Govemmeru, April to Auguvi 1945 : Acting 
Prion- Minister durinj; the Prime Mioisier T s absence 
at I'.N.O. Comfcrencc in San Francisco and was 
therefore head of the Government ui the time of the 
events of May 19-45, Appointed Minister Plenipo¬ 
tentiary to Ciiiru, October 1945, and also lo Saudi 
Arabia, October L945. and presided at November 
1945 session of Arab League, and on several other 
occasion* has represented Syria at Arab League 
Meetings Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
and Health I Member 1946 to February 1947. 
Prime Mini star and Minister tot l : Lireigji AJtaiis 
April 1947. Appointed Military Governor Svna 
15th May. 1948, Minister of Defence 23rd May, 
1948. His Government was forced to resign in 
December 1948 by popular demonstrations. Has 
since lived in F-gypL 

7K. Marita in Hey, Khalil 

Sddfli Moslem, Born abtiut 1896 in Danimcus 
where be attended the secondary school. He then 
went K) Cambridge. Minister of Education in 1942, 
Minister of Education, and Health in 1949 twndcr 
the Ziim regime), ApJKinted Minister to Iraq, in 
1951. Appointed Minister for Foreign Affaire in 
Government formed in July 1953 Disappeared 
qmclly from the political scene with the fall of 
blnshakli. February 1954. 

A poet and writer. Director-General of the Syrian 
Arab Academy in Damascus in 1948 and visited the 
I nited Kingdom ihai year as a British Council 
visitor. Ejected president of the Syrian Arab 
Academy in 1953, ABo a member of the Fuad 
1st Al-uIcfiiv. Cairo, and of Oriental Studies, 
London. 

Charm ins; and genuinely pro-liriftsh but weak. 

79. Mirra, Mutiafn 

Burn at Siilumich in 3921- Son of Fntir Mirra, 
who is head of the large Ismaili communSty in Syria 
..nd Deputy for ihe Agfio. Khan. Educated at the 
American Uni\ersily. Beirut, where he qualified as 
Agricultural Engineer. Is a targe landowner. 
Fleeted Deputy For Salamich in 1954, Minister of 
Agriculture in Sa'id Gh-yyi" <jnvernmcnl of 
September IS. 1955. 

Upright but opinionated. 

m. Mulqi, Raff 

Bom Hama about 1905 of humble family. Sunni 
Modem Lawyer. Evireme Naiionalivl and ftwnenter 
of riots. Deputy for Hama 194.1 but Failed, in 1947 
Became a leading member of the CoimifiJlinua) 
Liberal Party and at one lime joini ixlitor of At 
Y(iqz>i with Akram Flmirant U/ ). Fleeted to the 
ConsbiucDt Assembly in November 1949 as an 
Independent. Vice-President at ihe \ucmbly 
Fell out wiili Ale ram Hourani before the elections 
anti joined tbc ci^iliiion Ibt of Hto.rii Barari. Was 
a bitter foe of At: mm flourani in AscitiWj dr hates. 
Appointed Minister of Education ami Acting 
Minister of National Economy in the Cabinet 
formed by Khalid al Arm on 27th March, 1951. 
After fo mine stinte son of alliance wiiJh Houram 
he was returned for Hama in the 1954 election* 
against the opp.-vi(ion of Huvni ftarari and the 
" feu«iili-.is." In the Chamber he co-operated w?th 
Kb-ilid ml Arm tuther than with Houram 

Very intelligent and used to hate considerable 
influence over the who supported his ami- 

feudal policy. Sincerely believes in hL cause is 
picpired to use violence. He is a violent 
on tor ami entirety without wruplci- His demugogy 
can br very effective. 

D 
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SI. Mubarak, Muhamud 

Born 1912 in Dftmisatt Stumi Moslem. Sort 
of the lat* Abdul Qadir Mubarak (of Algerian! 
origin}, wto was a prominent member of the 
Arab Academy. DtatHCUS, Graduate Of Syrian 
University, faculties of law, arts and sciences. Also 
holds ft licence in litem lure from the Surbonnc, A 
tocher in ihe GovercuiKiit secondary sdttttl Of 
Damascus, he later became an inspector Of education. 
Lending member of the IkhwAn a I Muslunccn and 
ekclcd to Parliament in 1947 as their candidate. 
Elected to the Constituent Assembly in NoVtmher 
1949 as one of the candidates of the Tsftmtc Socialist 
Front Appointed! Minister of Public Works, irt the 
Cabinet formed by Khalid al Atm in December 1949. 
Reigned with the rest of the Cabinet in May 1950. 
After M i'ruf Daiwalibi's Cairo staicmcnt in 
April 1930 Muhamad Mubarak, together with 
Shaikh Mustafa al Sibai and the rest of the Islamic 
Socialist Front, began publicly to advocate a 
rapprochement between the Arab States and lhe 
Soviet Union, and called for a treaty of friendship 
between Syria and the Soviet Union. They later 
ceased thri clamour and even made statements 
against Communism. Allied with People’s Party in 
1953, Mubarak became Minister of Agriculture in 
Hissan Hakim's Government. August TO November 
1951, and in Ma’ruf DawalihPs Government. 2&th 
to 29th November. 1951. Imprisoned in January 
1952 by General Shishakli when he and Mustafa 
Sibai showed! rieiis of preparing to call out the mobs 
ostensibly in support of Egypt but neatly to upset 
or embimss the regime- Officially resigned from 
the Brotherhood early in 1954 but this -seemed |o 
make little difference to- his continuous political 
activity. He was persistently referred io as a 
Brotherhood candidate. Appointed as Syrian 
Minister at Tehran but. being returned for 
Damascus in the 1954 election*, he did not proceed, 

82. Vludflfri*. Suleiman 

Bom about 1910 tn Aleppo. Sunni Moslem 
Educated at the American University at Beirut and 
St. John's College, Oxford, joined the 1 P,C. in 1932, 
Between 1933-55 he agisted in negotiations for con¬ 
cessional areas in Arabia Seconded to Petroleum 
Concessions, Lid., in |9?6 Appointed manager of 
Syrian Petroleum Company and Iraq Petroleum 
Company in Syria in 1941; became General Rc-pre- 
tentative of the Iraq Petroleum Company in Syria 
in June 1952. 

A widower Nnw turns rather towards the 
French, Agreeable and efficient though ln/y anil 
not of outstanding ability. ID trikes no pan irt 
politic* though bis ssmoatliics arc pmbahlv with Ihe 
National Party, Frightened of responsibility and 
for thin reason no! co-operative with this Embassy. 

8.1. Multalri, I pgip 

Horn about 3920 in Damascus Sunni Moslem, 
Fd titrated at Lvccc Franco-Am be ami later at Syrian 
University, Comes of a well-to-do property-owning 
family Unmarried. 

I levied to Parliament in 195ft, was P PS. Member 
for Damascus After the dissolution of Parliament 
and the political parties, was believed lo have been 
dose to General Shriliakli. who was once hinvwlf 
an active member of Ihe same parly. He was thus 
i rivMl to Abram HouraJti Owner of the p»ber 
FI Bina Thou eh app.irentlv favoured by General 
Shtihalh. he did not 'import the miJitirv regime. 
He visited the United Kincdofn with a S-vrbn pre^s 
deleeafion os s guest of Her Majesty’s Government 
in 1952 nnl veiled Yugoslavia in 3955 TmucccH- 
f ul ai 1954 elections. Imprisoned in April 1955. when 
tha suppression of the P P S was carried out 
following Che murder of Adrian Mulki Wat 
sentenced to death but sentence nol carried out. 


Like mod members of his party lie exudes 
doctrine Snd is slightly xenophobic. Speaks French 
and Some English, 

84, Mujhim his Mulraid. Amir 

Bom ;ibout 1X85, Bedouin chief, head of the 
Fedaun Wuld tribe in thfc Jcrirah and liuphrales 
region Given the title of Amir and awarded Ihe 
Legion of Honour by the French in 192! on the 
model of the chiefs of the Ru.itla. Deputy for 
Jcztrah m 1936, 1943 and 1947. Had well-armed 
forces and was supported bv the French though he 
was careful not to nlfend the British. Of consider¬ 
able importance but unpleasant, cold and astute in 
character, and likely to turn any emergency to his 
advantage, lbs eldest son. Noun, who Was elected 
to the Constituent Assembly in November 1949 and 
to the Chamber in 39*5-4, lacks his father’s dignity 
and £ftulene$$- 

85, !\»fflifi. A min. J.kmtcflatiK'iitund 

Rom in 1923 near Nehck. Sunni Moslem. A 
convinced Leftist who if suspicious of all foreigners. 
Married. Speaks some French. His rise in the 
Army has been rapid since he was promoted 
lieutenant m '949. After being Mead of the Syrian 
Third Bureau (Operations. Flams and Traininghe 
attended the Foote Sup-ricure de Glut re in France. 
Became C hief of Staff of an Infantry Brigade and 
is now Head of the First Bureau (Personnel!. 

At one lime a leading member of the Young 
liaathist Officers* Committee, he was credited with 
dangerous ambitions. Obstinate and narrow. 

56, Si/um ml din. Abdul Itaqi 

Bom 1903 irt the Nosstbain, Turkey, where his 
father was Kftitttakim, FJcnwtttary education. Is 
recognised as a political leader or Moderns in the 
Jerireh. Was elected Deputy m 1943 with French 
support, but since then has professed strong indepen¬ 
dent Arab views, and was re-elected in 1947- Owns 
large properties, from which he draws his income 
Repotted to have sympathised with the revolt of 
Rashid Ali in Iraq. Fleeted to the Constituent 
Assembly in November 1949. Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture in Khalid al Azm s Cabinet of December 1949. 
Formed the Republican Liberal htoc in the Assembly 
irt Much 1950. Resigned with the rest of the 
Cub met in May 1950. Appointed Minister of Agri¬ 
culture and Acting Minister of Justice in the Cabinet 
formed by Khalid al \zm on 27?h March. 1951. 
Reputed io have appropriated large tracts of land 
when 2 'i office He is now farming on a large scale 
in the Jc/irch Returned for K&michfe in the 1954 
elections and beta me a prominent itiemher uf 
Khalid al Akiu\ Democratic His brother was 

appointed Chief of Staff in 19,56, Minister of Public 
Works in &Tkl Ghaz/i's Government, September 
195? Appointed Minister of Health in Sttbri ftl 
AssaliN Government formed on June 14. 1956. 

Not a strong character but on the whole pro-West, 

57. Ni rant nd din- TnwHq, MitoHkrenl 

Born in 1914 al Nriihiu in Turkey, of Kurdish 
father and Turkish mother., into a big land-owning 
family which migrated Utter to Gamisihliyc In the 
Jerirah. His brother is Abdul Baqi (<f.v.V 
Educated in Istanbul, tpeaks good French. Turkish 
and q tew words of Englidi After attending the 
Syrian! Military Wademy. Homs, was commi&ioned 
irt 3 932. In 1945 he deserted from the French' 
Syrian troops and joined the Nationalist*, and was 
appointed O.C ftedouin Control (now the Desert 
Gu.irdl tn 1949, as a Iieutcnaiit-colonel. w:ls Head 
of (be Military Cabinet and in 1950 Director of 
Finance and Aecounis: at that time he began to 
show his opposition to ShishaklL fn December 
1952. following a quarrel with Shithakli. was retired 
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on pension. In March 1954 was u;-appointed us 
Deputy Chief of Staff June 1956 returned from an 
arms purchasing mission in Prague, Czechoslovakm 
He wa> appointed Chid of Sturt on July 7, 1656. 
alter the resignation of Brigadier-Genera] Shukaif. 
Me is supported by a group of Right-wing ollleera. 
However, he is believed to have held Leit-wing 
views at one time and may still do so. 

The new Chief of Staff is thought to be weak, hut 
cunning, though n plea win! enough person to meet. 
He is very weaiihy. 

88, (JanEiur, Ybrand 

Burn about I9HX Sunni Mcislein. An .Aleppo 
lawyer- Leading member of the Aleppo branch of 
the FcoplsN Party- Owner of At Nodhir the organ Of 
the People's Party in Aleppo. First elected to Pariift- 
mem in 1947. Elected to the Constituent Assembly 
in November 1949, Appointed Minister of Public 
Worls nt Na7im QudsiN Cabinet in September 195th 
Resigned with (lie rest of the Cabinet on 9ih March. 
1951. Minister of the Interior in MaTuf Da w alibi Y 
!^ i > Government on 28th and 2V[h November, 1951. 
[mprlwried by General Shishakh after the latter 1 * 
mtf' iff:tat :ind released in Apnl Returreil 

fur Aleppo in 1954 dectlom. Minister nf eFl- 
Interior in Fares Kbotiri's Government October 
3^54, Minister of Lnttrror m Sitbri al Av-aliN 
National Coition Government formed on June N, 
1956. , t 

An able and ch^uenl politician who. with INaEim 
OudM iif.v.) built up the People’s Party, Reputedly 
hones! although accused “f nepotism and eorruplkm 
by hi'- political enemies. An innuentul Right¬ 
winger. 

89. Qawiis. 1 to a a 

Born in Antioch in I9IC Sunni MosL'-m Studied 
l.i ,v at Syrian L’liivcrviiy. Ibaciised ws u lawyer tn 
I940 p then was appointed Assistant Director of Land 
Registry DepwiEtmcM in LaU.ikjj in 194L District 
Cornmivaaner al Hatlch 1942, Inspector in Ministry 
of the Interior 1945, Chef de Bureau of the Surctq 
Generate 1949. Chid Inspector in Ministry of ihv 
Interior in l.9ite 

Appointed Saenrmry'General of Ihe Mmisify of 
the Interior in 195b, He is somewhat dogmatic but 
an etlicicnt civil servumt, 

9ti* QtdL l%iiiolt 

Bi.»rn in Dcittmteus in l^lb. Sunni Moslem 
Educated at the Tijbb School in Damascus and 
obtained bis Uw degree ft! the Law Faculty of 
Syrian 1 niversitt Practised L.sw. then w.is ap¬ 
point';! magistrate at Ncbck- Appointed Assistant 
Pros-jcutdr-Genarat in Datn^scas. Made President 
of the Military Court during the Shishakli re gun; 
Does noi belong in any pohiiod pany. Reputed to 
he honest. Was appointed Molrsfer of Damascus 
Cjiy in March 1954 to prepare the wli : , Tor iinpartial 
[mi free elcLtUmi, In June 1954 was made Miniiier 
of the Interior in the Sftid GhirJU CtweTtvmeni for 
the same purpissc. Praised fc^r the Way in which 
he handled ctectlotli but instead of recovering his 
past at D.ima'-cus as he hftd hoped, he _ was 
appointed Mohafsv of l^ttukia. ApTh'itiicd 
Djrecttrt-Gcnetul of the Mijaz Railway In (he 
N1 1 n 1st r;» of Public Works 1955, Visited the Uniied 
Kingdom in Ociolrcr 1955 as guesi of Bniish 
Government .nnl hi s since been loud in hh praise 
of tilings British. 

91. Dudri. Na/ini 

Bom 1906 in Aleppo. Sunni Moslem. 1 awyer. 
Active duriuo troubles of February 1936 Resigned 
from Nationalist Mor March I9J9 and tins since Iteeu 
in opposition to she bloc. Considered suitable in 
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i941 as British propagandist, but refused pay. hug- 
gc-sied for position in Syrian Cabinet iu March 1942* 
but his candidature was ruled out by the Allies on 
account of his past xeuophobc record. Ftecicd 
Deputy in July I ‘■•‘4.A and in 1947. and worked with 
Rushift JCckhia (c/.i.S as reasonable critic of Govern¬ 
ment: refused Cabinet rank. Minister Plenipotentiary 
to l.nlted Stales. January 1945 to August 11446, 
Member of Syrian E^rtegalion to Lf.N.O. Conference 
at San I: rjnciseo April 1945, Member of Symn 
Delegation tn U.N.U Conference at London No¬ 
vember 1945. Fromisicni member of Popular Party. 
Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in Ha shim 
Audi's Government of August 1949. Fleeted to the 
Constituent Assembly in November EiM9, Formed 
a Cabinet in December ! u l9 + after General Adib 
Shtshukli s first military rwp, but resigned after less 
than twenty-four hours as lie would nol submit to 
army pressure Sub.-asqucntly elected by ihe Assembly 
as chairman of the committee which was formed to 
draft the new Constitution. A( the begenuing of 
June 1450 formed j Cabinet in sucec&UOQ lo that of 
Khalid at Asiiu, with army support. As a result 
of differences w illi the rtiiliMry clique led by General 
Adib Shssbakli, which be ftttrimited mainly to French 
intrigues, Nazim Qudvi resigned on l hh Nlarel], 145 s. 
After ihe fall of Zai'n in 1^49 (Judsi sironglv advo- 
caied union wdihi Ifatj but he later became more 
Cautious and in December 1950 submitted to the 
Arab League a much broader plan for the unity of 
Arab States. Imprisoned by General Shishftkli after 
shy nwp tf £ial of 29th NovchiKt Released 
February 1952- After the fall of Genera! SbUhaklt, 
with whom h.- Had refused to co-cipentc. he 
resumed hLs position as President of ihe Chamber 
Resumed for Alcppit in 1954 elections and was 
elected President of the new Chamber. 

A scrunJi-micidcd little man. who Iras shown 
considerably ability in (be conduct of his dmies as 
Speaker, and unsuspected skill in controlling unruly 
Syrian Deputies, His office has, of course* prevented 
him from playing art active political part, but his 
sympathies arc probably pro-Iraqi and pro-Western, 
but he doc* not dare to utter them. Speaks fluent 
Englkh- 

92, l}uwa!li. Slmkri 

tiorn about ISS-6 in Damascus. Sunni Modem. 
Supporter of Faisal During ihe r cbcHii'n of 1925 
afTurdcd every assistance to the relids. He fled io 
Palestine, hut returned to Syria in 193! Vicc-wtsi- 
dent of the Nnlioruilisl bloc at ti- inception. Made 
Finance Minister and Defence Minister (conibincdl 
in Jamil Mard.iins Cabinet ort 2Ul December. 1956. 
Ast head of hiv own p;irty cI^iiklal). but allied with 
the Nationalists, was bitterly opposed to Council of 
Directors, but until French armistice Done I94dli 
,|.ni ru>t rale overt political action, He was in clow 
contact with the Italian DT irntamcfll Commission 
during (He whole of thetr slay here and s'.as a eon- 
■4,ml caller on she Italian Consulate in Damascus 
Met Rover, the German Agent, several times during 
the 1 itierA May in Syria On arrival of Allies was 
openh opposed 10 iherii and juslpcd it best to go on 
" pilgrimage M Li» Mecca tOetober 1441V Went to 
Bagdad, where he was entrusted by I bn S,iud with 
vunoiis negariations between Saudi Arabia and Iraq, 
Returned lo Damascus fScptemher 19421" Enter ed 
ekclions of 1943 as bhiianalist letder. Elected 
Deputy .irtd President of the Republic b\ over¬ 
whelming majority. Pell seriouhlv ill (April 1944); 
htv life was saved by Rrit'oh military doctors with 
Iran-fusions of liritrih Wood. A r jsited Ilaqdad in 
March 1945. where lie wns uo| warmly received 
Attended meeting of Arab ruler*- al Irefaivv in May 
Irt.ifi Re-clocieiJ President for a second term in 
■\p-il 194S After that hi*, pt^pularity declined 
rapidly ami he was incapable of appreciating the 
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progressive economic policy initiated by KJialcd cl 
Ai'.cn I Her tJiat year Hi was arrested by Husni Zaim 
on ?0th March, 1949, and feigned on 64h April 
Then lived in SwtlTertand and Lgypt for five years. 
He was urged by many Right-wing, politician* la 
return to Syria immediately after the fall of General 
Shishuk3i Thi-. idea was unwelcome iq many 
Populist and Left-wing politicians and so 
Quwatly became a centre of controversy. Having 
ambitions n> return to the presidency from 
which it was thought His him ALaisi would 
sixsn retire he judged it prudent to defer 
hi* return lo Syria until August 7. 1954. 
which would have been shortly before the elections 
had they not been postponed, He was triumphantly 
received but steadily tost ground as a result of hut 
failure to heal personal and party divisions. Was 
disappointed at the results of the 1954 elections 
which favoured hw rival Khaltd a! A/m. 

A determined exponent of nan-Arabism. Is some¬ 
what slow and ponderous. Has not got a quick or 
brilliant brain hut has a good deal of wisdom. 
Menially and physically he might not unfairly he 
1 lIccemi£ to an elephant. Was regarded in the early 
days of the war as pro-Axis and undoubtedly 
had otmiacis with Axis representatives in the 
Levant., but this can probably be attributed to entire 
singleness of purpose in the Arab cause. It was at 
one time rumoured, but there is no proof, that he had 
used his official position to advance his owm financial 
uitcrrhil!, In i ,J 4? and l 13 -!*, t tC: co-operated well with 
the British authorities. This iv not to say that he 
might not take a l me opposed to British policy if 
he thought Arab interests lay that way. He was 
elected Pteatdml of the Republic in August 1955. 

Since taking office he has shown that the influence 
of his stay in Egypt with Saudi-Arabian subsidies 
is still strong He did noth eng to arrest the drift 
of Syria towards Egypt and away from Iraq, in 
Match he attended tripartite conference with Prcct- 
denl Nasser and King Sand in Cairo. During 1956 
he pul his full support behind the idea of an all- 
party National Government which involved the 
inclusion of lia ath Ministers deeply committed to 
the policy of union wiifi Egypt, He claims to be 
an opponent of Communist penetration in Syria, hut 
takes no action to halt it blaming situation on the 
policy of the West. In ibe I.P.C. strike of April 
1956 he did nothing that might antagonise the 
unions In spite of his protestations, therefore, 
it muit he assumed that he is satisfied with present 
Left-Wing trend of Syrian policy, 


95. Marian, Abdul Ifosdh 

Bom in Homs in SWl| Sunni Moslem. Nephew 
of Mtudmr Pasha Raskin. a prominent Nation,i h a. 

Studied at the American University of Beirut and 
at the Syrian University, where he obtained Diploma 
as a Pharmacist, and opened a Pharmacy in Homs, 

Made Secretary qf the Chamber of Agriculture in 
1952 and ftrakKal of the Chambers of Commerce 
ami Industry in Homs mud Hama in 1954, 

1942 and 1947. Member of the Higher Economic 
Council Appointed member of the board of 
directors of the B&nquc dc Syrie in 1945, which 
appointment he still holds. 

Deputy for Homs jq 1949. 

Declined appointment js Minister of State in the 
Fares K hours Government of October 29. 1954. 

Made Minister of Defence in the Government 
formed b> Suhri .il A wall Lin June 14. 1956. Backed 
by a group of Right-wing senior officers and certain 
Ministers, he then successfully insisted on the 
resignation of the Chief of Staff, Brigadier Shukair 
fo.v.k ami appointment of Brigadier Nizamuddin. 

Ilis tense of humour amd o»nlMy reasonable 
attitude cwetl great tenacity of purpose. 


94* HayyU, Munir 

Born Hama in 1899, Sunni. Strong Nationalist. 
Joined Palestine: rebels in 1956 and became second 
in comma rid to J'auri Oawekji, Appointed head of 
the Secret Police (Jar., political) by the Nationalist 
Government in 195S and in that capacity aided 
Palestine rebels. Dismissed a few month* later on 
charges of brutality, Condemned to twenty years' 
prison and twenty’ year*.' banishment for "plotting 
agauwt life of Bahij al Khatjh (head of Council of 
Directors) in 1939, but released in 1940 at interven- 
tion of Italian Armistice Commission. Red in June 
1941 nn Allied approach and broadcast for Germans 
from Athens; returned to Syria at the end of !945, 
Was successively proprieiof of U fjn.i. Az-jUon 
(part i and now of Barado^ llareda attacked us 
bitterly throughout Shishakti’s retime, became more 
moderate after his fall hut has now returned to a 
xenophobic, pro-Co mmumst line. 

A dangerous agitator arul intriguer. Spearheaded 
the attacks in tltc Damascus prest on Syro-lraqi 
union after the fall qf Zaim. whom he had fuSsomcly 
supported. Given his character, il is certain that the 
Saudi and Egyptian opponents uF union made it 
worth his while, and he is stiff in Saudi pay. A 
thoroughly contemptible, venal and unscrupulous 
scoundrel Anglnphobc. 

95. Rita hi, Akram 

Bom I9ti0 in Dia&*ajs. Sunni Moslem. Son of 
the Isle General Ridn Pasha Kikabi, C BE, 
(Governor or Damascus after the British occupation 

in me>. 

Educated in Iraq ami at Cambridge University 
where he took u degree in agriculture- Member of 
the Palestine Administration for some years. In 
charge of the Arab Kadoori School of Agriculture 
where he had the reputation of being efficient and 
hard-working though difficult to deal with as lie tried 
to take loo much under hri wing- Appointed 
Director-General of National Economy in 1945 but 
resigned in 1946. Manager of Ralidain Bank 
P-Mni 5fl. Appointed Director -General of Customs 
in October 1950. Dismissed in June 1951 and 
appointed Director-General of the Heja? Railway, 
Appointed Secretary-General of Agriculture in 1952. 
Hus acquired considerable knowledge of agriculture 
and runs his department with a strong hand. Well 
disposed lo the United Kingdom and America. He 
has. Nationalist inclinations, all ho ugh he keeps out 
of politics. 

96. Sad u e h v tun ir. Dr, 

Rom 1903 in Damascus. Moslem, Educated at 
the Syrian University where he took a decree in 
mcdkmc. t ater specialised in surgery in t rance. 
Founder and owner of a well-known private hospital 
io Damascun in which his wife a Hnn, handles much 
of the administration. Politically he ha* frequently 
changed horse# in an elfori to gain Parliament, 
Originally a member of lhe old Liberal Party he dune 
to the People"* Parly when the two were fused. 
Before elections, however, he descried them and 
joined an Independent list with Saadi Kalian i 
Appointed [7ireetor-Gencr.il of Health in October 
1950 and in that capacity visited Ireland under 
British Council auspices in 3951. Resigned lu* post 
in December 1951 rather than lake an oaih not to 
participate in politics, Much of the trouble in 1952 
over the activities of foreign cultural and information 
centres in Svri* could be traced to the publicity 
which surrounded ibe action of Dr, -Sadat's son whui, 
durine a visit to the Untied States, Was photographed 
shaking hand* in public with an Israeli stud-nl 

Docs not appear in be a man of outstanding 
chancier or principle but nevertheless he does have 
the knock of pelting things dune 
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97. .Swfa. Muham.uL Colonel (Retired) 

Bom 1912 in Soueida \ Ml idem. In Jul- ! "4> 
he commanded the Army Liberation Brigade. In 
September I'M* lie commanded an infantry battalion 
and in January 1949 a Brigade He was dismissed 
from I he army for Ins activities against the Zaim 
regime, and was. imprisoned in August 1949, _ He 
wa.i afterward* reins tiled m the army and appointed 
military attired in Pari*. In 1951 he became military 
all ache in Washington. At the end of 1952 lie was 
placed mi pension having ostensibly reached the 
retiring age; In fact he was dismissed for his 
activities against the Shishakli regime. Organised 
from Iraq a Free Syria Movement which caused 
General Shislukii some anxiety and led to a 
deterioration of Syfwn-lraqi relations Was stated 
to have assisted the revolt in the Jebel Druze in 
January 1^54. After SbishakliN fall did tun at fin.! 
return (0 Syria and when !:c (.Lid in July 1954 was 
immediately arrested. He remained in prison 
without trial till he was released in litnuaiy 1956. 

An intelligent. able and mlhkitv matt, who in 
feared by certain sections both inside and outside 
the Army, 

98, SuhtiawL Jean 

Born about 3905 in Damascus Greek Catholic o' 
humble extraction, one of seven brothers, all of whom 
are now wealthy. Appointed honorary Spanish Vice- 
Consul in 1936. In April to September 1941 
was Minister of Finance in Klutlid at Aim’s 
Government. During winter of 1941 42 was 
engaged in large contracts for British army 
and "nude a greal deal Lif money Rcprescnied 
Syrian Chamber of Commerce at ihc Ccumncreial 
Conference held in Chicago in riiJ5. lias loured ih t + 
United Kingdom, Europe and tiu- United States 
His visit to the L'nicctl Kingdom was strongly backed 
by (he DeportmciU of Overseas 1’radc. Managing 
director of hig sugnr and glass doiti punks, 
AhhfHigh not a politician accepted post as Minister 
of National Rconcsmy m Khulid fll Aim's Cabinet 
of December 194# to March 1949 and showed hmi- 
, lL -|f .i progressive and thoughtful Minister anxious 
lo promcite commerda] relations between Syria and 
the On [tide world. 

Is an extremely unsatisfactory business man to 
deal with, putting off any decision to the lavl possible 
moment; amiable pcr^malny. close persiui-vl friend 
of Khalni a! Ajuh and open to •social iLittery New 
lives in Beirut and shows little xign of resuming 
politic^ in Syria. 

99 t Snrni], Vhilul Hamid. Capte'n 

Bom about 192 1 in Ihmm. He ha^ served a# 
head of ihe 1st Bureau (Personnel) and has also 
Iweo Assisi a ni Miiitiiry Attache in, Paris, He is 
incorruptiblc. but bw- vlrong Niitumaltet vieww with 
an anti-Western bits. He ri able, inttlligeni, 
rmibiriMus ami reithk-v A kading member of ihc 
Young Oil leers’ Committe;* he was clearly one or 
|Iil- most pLvwerful ofliecD in (he Syrian Army so 
lung as Shukair iq.i'J was Chief of Staff. During 
ihis pcriixl his arrogance earned hmi many enemies. 

I (Ml, Sawvaf, HiKni 

Bnsii, E 1 J-hi m Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Studied 
at the American Univerffiy of Beinil and afterwards 
taught there until 1947 ;i& Professor of Ilcoftotitic# 
Counsellor al the Syrian Legation in Washington 
1947-49 doling which time he l^ik his Ph.D. n\ 
George Washington University- Appninted Secre¬ 
tary-General of ihe Minutcy of National Economy 
in April 1949 

Acting Minister of National l : v'onomy after General 
Shitihakji’s coup if £,hTt or 29(h November, 1951. 
reverting to Socrctan-Gerteral on formation of 
Government on 9th June, 1952, 


One of the very few Syrian administrative officials 
who cart l>c counted on to give a balanced view on 
some of the many economic problem?, affecting Syria. 

He has a quiet, agreeable manner, bin weak. 

mi. Navy id, Jullal 

Born in Dcir c? Zor about 1909. Sunni Modem, 
Brother of Said Sayyid. Mayor of Homs. Deputy 
for Deir c/. Ztv* 1949. Became leader of ihe Ba'ath 
Partj in ilie Euphrates area, but announced his 
withdrawal from ihe party on August 8, 3955. on 
iI k grounds that it had deviated from ils principles. 
Conifnls ihe Damascus newspaper /foduru, which is 
anti-Coraniunrit- 

His split wi(h the Baatb-Socialist Party is an 
.mempi lo restore the independence of the Ba’ath 
and never a connection which has tended to drag 
it further towards the Left and suppoti of Egjpl. 
He considers the ILi'alli, should be more impartial 
in their tics, particularly over the question of Egypt 
and Iraq, Events in 1956. however, have tended to 
work against him, and he has bad to be cautious 
about the lengths to which he can carry the split. 

till, .SJia'ulaA, p'AwWJlIr., \iiili 

Bom about I ij ii 7. Sunni Moslem. Grandson of 
Nuri. whom he succeeded on latter’s death in 1942. 
liven before he became chief, liad a strong following 
in the RuwalJu, Treacherously slew his rival and 
cousin. Earhan bin Mashtir, jwar Palmyra in April 
1915. Has married both his skiers into I bn Sauds 
family, our to I bn hand hnmclf and the other (o tlw 
Amir Sand. E'hc--e matdies arc looked upon bj the 
Bedouin as having n ^’■litical rignifioraor in con- 
nection with the Wadi Sirh^n grazing lands and the 
four Oasis, W'as Di-puly 1936-39 under the 
Nalkmatist banner. 

During the British blockade of Vichy Syria (H J 4ll 
conducted a remunerative contraband trade between 
Trannjordan and Syria. During Syrian campaign he 
ami the Ruwalla ecniained strietly ncutraL although 
die Vichy French gave them a number of arms, winch 
«hey largely surrendered on the Allied arrival in 
Damascus. In 1942 he was given profitable con- 
uacts by the British army. I letted Deputy for 
Be Jouin. of Biimw area 1945, and again m 1947: 
visited America of the time of the United Natkms 
i oiticrcncc in S m Francisco, April 3 945, and spent a 
month in EngE.ind on his way back 

Piny oil an important part in I bn Saud's c Liven 
campaign against Syro-lniji union after Colonel Sami 
11‘umawYs for^ tfEtw of August 1949, Vanished 
From Syria shortly before tin: unsuccessful a item pi 
by a group of terrorists called the Arab Redemption 
Society, whom he was probably financing on behalf 
of King |bn Saud. against "tin; life of Genera] 
ShreHakfi m October 1950. Sometimes in 
Damascus, but spends much of hU time in tieim 
or abroad. 

Like all Rc.louin, a shameless money-seeker. 
A JniTikurel and frequentrf of cabarets. Is rarely 
With his iribc .Liiii is losing inlluence with ihctn, but 
hi> winii are taking his place, His dose connection* 
with the late King lbn Sautl result in bis Inting 
defiritcly opposed i'o Greater Syria, H« son Muthfi 
h U tribal Deputy and is generally considered now lo 
he ihc effective head "F the Rtiwaila. 

10A. Sliafra. hliihamdi Uctilesnnt-C'atoiitl 

A Circas-ian Mn?kmi. Iv^m Ttc-ir Aleppo in I9|l, 
Became head of the Dcurifcmc Bureau in 3950 and 
L'ontmattdcr of the Bedouin Control Force hi 1951, 
He has, had twenty years" j-ervue. 

lit is intelligent, crafty, reputedly ant] British and 
'.V4-. believed to be ckwc to General Shiihaklt until 
iiFieited al the end of 1952 on ii charge erf iniplica- 
tipu an a plot apainal t!ie regime July 1^5? 
released from prison. April 1954 recalled lo army 
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and appointed military attache at Pam, May 1954 
mmsfe-nred to Washington. Returned to Syria in 
April 3 ‘>56 and after a short period as O.C. Western 
Region was, poslcd as Commander* fclh Infantry 
Brigade, 

104. Shajil), Food 

Bom in Maalub 1511, Graft Orthodox. 
Tolerant and widely respected by Muslims. 
D.i']in’iCu*, Law degree in 1931. after that studied 
political vberiet and Saw an France, Wrote for the 
press fioEh 19^1 lo In l*>4l caught Arab 

literature in an Iraqi Secondary SdiooL In 1942 
Head of the Press Bureau in Syria and in 3952 
Head ns the I’ress and Propaganda Bureau. Was 
also Informalion Qihcer to President Shrihukli, 
Survived the change as ft is altitude was considered! 
by all to have been correct, Appointed Dicwtor- 
General of Press and Propaganda. 1955. 

He is a good bid sen ant mu concerned with 
change* of government and :hercfure si id by so me 
to be rather a “Vicar of Bray." Speaks Frerw'i 
and Lnglrth. InuriligtmL devoted M his work, one 
of me best writers of Arabic in Syria. 

it*5. Mii iiiiklt. Adih, Rri *a4 ler ATincra I 

Bom J9U1 in Hama. Modem. Took part in Liu- 
Ha™i revolt lignins L Lhc French ra 192J and in 1945 
deserted the Freud) roeccs and joined the Syrian army. 
Battalion Cmainmder in 1948 and in September of 
that scar appointed secondun-conamand of a brigade 
['mi: part to Hustle Zainra coup J'£tm of JOUt March, 
1 4 1 Appointed Director-General oT Police ami 
Security soon after, and promoted to rank of lieut.- 
coloncl a few ujv^ Liter, Leader of the Parti 
Popuiaire Syiicn in ihc army, Shishnkli fell foal of 
Mumu Zaim when the latter made him hand over 
Antonin S.jjjc, head of the P.P.S., to the Lebanese 
authorities in July 1944, after asylum had been 
iiranicd is' Saade in Sy i U As a revolt of their quarrel 
he was first celecated to the appointment of Com- 
tnandoni de la Place. Aleppo* then offered the pest 
of Military Attache, led da. which he refused, and 
final]v dismissed by Zftim at the cod of July 
Reinstalled by the laic Colonel Hiuimvi ifira the 
latter’s successful «r ip against llusni Zaim and 
appointed commander Of She 1st Brigade. t>p IVt!i 
December. l R 49, Shishakli took irallers into liis own 
hands find in collaboration with Alenin Hounini 
If a 1 iirganisL-d a successful coup (he called el “ dis¬ 
ciplinary action "t against Hinnawi, Shishakli, an 
avowed Rcpublicin, ficcuved Kirmawi of plotting to 
bring about union with frmj, Became Deputy Chief 
of the General Stair on five day of his amp. 
Managed in m.iiniain a firm control on the 
poliLira! situation ju Syria. Became Chief of Staff in 
April 1951. Folkming n duel for pi*wer between the 
arms and the politicians led bs the Peopled Party, 
Shtthakli ' raged a coup tf F tut on 29th November. 
1951 impriH'imij: the new Is-formed Government of 
Mj'ruf Dnwafihi L,..e.) and lending People's Party 
polit cians arid installinc Briiyadier-OcncraJ Faunri 
Silo ! ■/ vd as I lead of Si ire aim Prime Minister, the 
Scerrtarira-GiJier.il of Ministries became acting 
Mini'li-rs Shiffiikli remained Chief of Stall. During 
the early part of 1952 he paid official visits to the 
I cbnnon, Jordan and Saudi Arabia Me had great 
difficulty m gelling politic*! support for the military 
regime but muugd lo form a Government of " new 
men" on 9th June, 1952; Inter became Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior S Ec 
promoted htmwlf to brigadier-general u.n the 1st of 
April, 1953, and, as a result of a referendum,, was 
circled President on July 10, There wi* no other 
candidate Because of his typically Syrian suspicion 
and urtwillinpticvi io delegate iiiihorfty yet probably 
contrary Ed bis intent ion. his rdgjme bwamc more 
and more dictatorial- Me insisted thru almost 


every problem however petty boLild tv referred to 
him foT decision, and on these terms naturally he 
could get no collaboration from she leading politi¬ 
cians of the old regime, Suspecting plots against 
the regime he dismissed or imprisoned a very lirge 
number of the most influential people in fjyria To 
suppress disalTcetjon in the Jcbel DrU5fC, which he 
>uspeeled Iraq and Hritain of fomenting, lie em¬ 
ployed artillery and the regime became more 
repressive. When an army revolt wirii Left-wing 
backing broke out in Aleppo in Fcbruaiy 1954 he 
found the allegiance of many of his commanders 
doubtful. Within twenty-four hours be reigned 
am! tied to iLc Lebanon deckirin" s at lie would 
not be responsible for a civil war, After a period in 
Saudi Arabia, he went w France, where he was 
alleged (o he dealing in munitions, 

lie is iiuirried. and has eight children. Although 
outwardly pinasani and anucable ho is shrewd, very 
cunning and nuhkv,. Towards the end he look (o 
drinking heivily ro cairn his. nerves that were on 
edge with fears of a&ausimnion. Mis resignation 
wav probably the result of weJjincM and disgust. 
He fiad genuinely according to Sis lights iriod to 
bring reforms to Syria and fits Government was the 
hhise efficient the country had known -nice indepen¬ 
dence, but hts effort al i national revival met with 
a path;, from the nuiise-. anJ opposition frewn the 
pofiticjl!>-miraJcd whose col ta bora lino he failed to 
enhsL Me hue since lived fn evile in France and 
is reported to have paid .secret vivus lo Lebanon 
..ju! Svn.. in 1955 and 1956. His family h&s been 
supported by fiiutli pay menu r.itvce Ills fall. 

Ilifh S!'iik nr, l-uad SliawkAf, 1 ■ rigadicr-Gt»;cml 

A DniEA, born in Lebanon in |4|0. In 1950 he 
became Head of the Fourth Bureau and AdminisLra- 
live Avsislanl Eo ibe Chief of Staff. In 1952 
made licutcniiit-cokinel and Officer Commanding, 
4ih Liwa. Appointed Chief of Staff by Ciciieral 
Shidutkli in July He was a close confidant of 

General Shivhakli and. wlwn the latter fell, made an 
effoa to perpetuate the miliury regime by sup- 
poning: AT.i'amnurt Ku/iiarj (y.c.) av ilic legal 
successor to the Presidency. As he was loving 
comrol of the army, he made a virtue or 
necessity and sided with the anli-ShisbakEi group 
of officers Subsequently played a leading pari in 
the negoliactotta at lloms between the army a nil 
political leaders which led to (he return to ihc 1450 
Consillulioti and the rcrnstalenscnt of H.uhirti Atas-si 
av Prcsldcfit of the Republic. Retained hi.i posttio.'i 
ihrough suppleness and tlic lack of an obvious 
successor. After having survived muny viotssiludcs 
lie w.r. forced lo resign. July 1956. us a result of 
pretv ire within the army and outside, the immediate 
cause being personal disagreement with the new 
Minister of Defence, Ravian (q.uL Returned to hit 
village in the Lebanon. 

Hit puliiicaI sympathies are with the left wing 
Drives a bard bargain and is a great haggler. Well 
educated and i good mis;er socially, but as a 
Lebanese mid a Dni/c Ik was always a man qpdrt- 

107. 5hni|iihrL \fimud 

Born in 1906 in Acre Moslem JIc h married, 
with two children. SIla father was the Grand Mufti 
of Palestine before Ha) Amin Huv*eini. with whom 
he tv not on good termv He is a greduale both of 
ih: American L’hivcrsilj in Beirut and nf London 
l mivcrvily. He is a lawyer and practised for some 
time before becoming micrcstcd In politics. He 
speak-. Lmdish, rurki-,h and French. Now Assistant 
Secretiry -General of the Arab League and hav l't 
reputiiion of being a vofuhV and ratillng orator. 
Uncompromising on any Arab Nationalist theme, 
especially the Palcvitnc question, A member of the 
Syrian delegation to the 1952 and 1951 seniors of 
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the United Nucionv and acting bead of the. dek^a- 
lion since 1954. Shuqairi Lv pushing and ambitious, 
qualities which lend to inllucncc Ins jK?Eiiicul; views 
and which have brought him mio sharp pcn-mal 
conilici with Ftrid Zaimiddin. Syrian Ambjssudo: 
at Washing Lon. Accepted an m vital ion to visit 
Moscow, Inly 1956. In dclvutes on resolutions 
before the Security Council in 1956 he nHowed 
him sc If far mure fanuEiH^Dy :ini!-West than the 
Lebanese or Egyptian repF^eniiiElvcs, He can he 
relicJ upon by the Russians to do their work for 
them. 

108, Sibai, Must-0;i, MiuiLli 

Burn in Homs about l9|y. Mode v. v •h .'f o Al- 
Azhar t nivcrsity, Cairo, wliere he w.i> when Rashid 
All's rcbcilitm look place in E941. He was accused 
nf having distribuicd a circular in Cdio calling cm 
the Lgyptiaii people to supr-oii the nvovefnen i, wjs 
urrcsled by the Egyptian police and detained for 
ioinc two months without trial; deported from Lcypt 
and interned by the British authorities in PaloMnc 
a I Sarafand for seven monlhs. Repalrialed 10 Syria, 
where he was again interned for two years, First at 
Mich-Mich and then it R.istiayu; released early 
I 1 )45, when he bepn to take a strong interest in the 
Moslem Brethren. Since J946 he has been director 
of the Arab Institute in Damascus, (a school run !>\ 
the Moslem Brethren J, He is controller-general 
id iliu Moslem Brethren in Ih?[K Syria ami tlv 
Lebanon, nnd was one of the principal cdii.cir> of El 
Mijruir newspaper, the mouthpiece of ihc Moslem 
Brethren until ih suppression in April 1949, B 
Manor reappeared in November 1949 1 levied to 

the Onsltluent Awemblv in November 1944 ns 
chief representative of the newly.formed Islamic 
Socialist i-rreit ( Moslem Brethren!, of which he 
is the main .p^kesman. In 1950 together with 
Muhuniad Mubarak publicly advocated a rap- 
prochcmcnt wish the Soviet l.'nion. 

Imprisoned by General Shi-diakSi early in 1952 
when he and Mohamad Mubarak showed signs (>[ 
preparing to call out the moh> ostensibly in support 
of Egypt bm really to ur^el or embarrass the 
regime. Rc-clecled in f9f4 as Head of the Moslem 
Brotherhood in Syria, after a split in the Brotherhood 
jaiits had been healed during ihe vi it to Syria in ihc 
iummer of 1954 of Hudcibi* the Supreme Guide ol 
ihc Brotherhood in Egypt. Did noi stand in th: 
1954 elections for Parliament in which the Brother¬ 
hood was ostensibly neutral. Was prominent 
toward-, ihc end of 1954 as u con&qucdoe of i!-; 
many dcmcuistratiorts in Syria protesting against the 
attack by the Egyptian Government on ihc Broth.u- 
hood ill l-cypL He is accused, of being marc 
interested in polities than In religion. 

Ift9, SidawL Wadr 

B tu Damascus 1H.17. Gtavk Orthodoi. Took 
law degree. Onmascus I’>25. W r nrked a.s assistant for 
■seventeen years to Yusuf cl Isa on the paper 
Afef Ho, and in 1942 iKiught At Kifcih from Amm 
Said, but abandoned it in early 1945 to iu original 
roprietor; editm of fff A/osr. Speaks English and 
rftch. Was pro-Al tied during the second world 
war but has since developed a giecd for money which 
results in his newspaper vilifying anyone or anv 
Government fora sufficient payment. In the drat half 
of 1948 Et Masr was particularly anti-British over 
F’.ik-stiuc, and closely followed ihc Owuuiunbi line 
The adveril of Hnsni Zniffl brought an era of unpre- 
ccdcntcd prosperity for Sidawj, F.l Swr became 
one of the unofficiil mouthpiece-, of the dictator 
and it is more than likely that Sidawi's jircseni 
fmanciul independence is the outcome of his whole¬ 
hearted support of Zuini EL- has undoubtedly 
some ability os a jkvamalisT, but his pispcr lias 
declined in popularity His opportunism lias 


become even more apparent latterly. Ii has been 
alleged that he received money from Sovki sources 
and Saudi Arabia, Employs one or two well-known 
fellow-traveller* as sub-editors. He has visited Fast 
Germany. Closely associated with Khalid at Arm 
in 1954 election,H. HA paper r. cMiirivtenily pro- 
Communist and ami-West. 

tlO. Siam, Riifiq 

Barn tu Damascus in I9|4. Sunni Moslcru. 
Fducatihl ,it University of Lyons unit studied politic-d 
science .it the Sorbonnc, In 1940 be taught at the 
Damascus School of Commerce. Appointed Mead 
nf Foreign Trade Depaitmeni, 1941: E-lead of 
Aecodntaacy ED .pan mem of Ministry of Supply. 
1943: manager of the Conserves Company, 1946: 
Head of Budget Department in Mun'tn, of Fimmce. 

im 

Accompanied SjrLati Delegation to Intermitioruili 
Trade rind Labour Organjfatjon in 1947, 1948 and 
1 '->49 fmartci.-l expert. Head of Trade Mission 
which drafted the Syro-Egyptian Trade Agreement 
mi 19,50. IDs also been Controller of Accounts of 
Damascus Cemern Company. Has oontribuied to 
standard works on commercial,, industrial ami 
companies accountancy. 

Appointed SccrcLary-Gcntral of Ministry of 
Firunce in 1955. 

A hard-working and oble civil sen ant who docs 
not irii\ in politics, 

111. Sint), (reuruis 

B;^n about 1SS4. Oi Homs Syrian Catholic 
Bishop of Damascus (1953]. Not a fanatical 
Christian, Jar-, he can bear viglit of Chri*lia!is not 
Members of his church. Is an ardent defender of 
die “ minorities M cause Generally esleemed Pro- 
Briiiih during lire \ idly regime. A g-.M)d scholar 
14 Syriac. 

112. Surur. ItayjiL Sturilcb 

Born in 1915, Educated by private teachers in 
EJeduin cncampmeriL En 1947 he inherited from his 
father, Audi Surer, the leadership of the Musaid 
tribe which h the largest Etedum group in the Jcbel 
Dru7e district Me was railed by the French in 
1936 hut returned in time to he elected as a Deputy 
in the Syrian Parliament of 1937 Ihc Frem.ii 
would not allow him, however, to take his sea! on 
the grounds that he was too young. In 1939 he 
migrated with his tribe to Transjordan to avoid fur¬ 
ther trouble with the Mandatory Power. Failed in 
ihc Syrian elections of 1943 bm succeeded in 1947, 
In 194$ he Jed his tribesmen into Palestine and suc¬ 
ceeded in holding Lydda and Ramleh for several 
weeks timil regular forces from Transjordan loot 
over. Although serving under ihc Jordanian Com¬ 
mand he was ihc only Bcduin leader lo lake an active 
part in ihc fighting in Palestine. The Syrian 
Government whose regular troops had not succeeded 
-o well as Hiyyil’s Bcduin, arrested turn on his 
return to D.litiliscus, Me then joined the Popular 
Patty in or^^irion to Shukri Quwatly and the 
N'alionalivts He a!tempted lo lead aff Bcduin 
Deputies, imo ihc opposiliofl but failed. 

He was arrested by Zairn in April 1949 and 
rent unpj irt prison for several weeks. 

Elected ro fort4ilwMi \vsembly in November 
l'J4 , > Held 55t CtmoJy pjr over a momh in 195j 
ostensibly On a charge nf being mixed up in 
smuggling, hut in fact on suspicion of political 
Activity agoimi the regime. Successful in 1951 
ckciitma, following which he appeared to have 
considerable jnffuciicc wkh the bUtc of iritMl 
Deputies. 

3 fc is shrewd, witty and possesses much common 
sense. He is pro-British. His perronal conduct is 
slnclh regulated by Bcduin ethics. 
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\! X SflWJUti, MaLuriuv 

Bom about i^u7 in Damascus. Educated at the 
Greek Orthodox Community School in Dinusiiii. 
Entered the Church at an early age. and on com¬ 
pletion of his higher education was sent to 
Alexandria a* a deacon where he remained for ten 
years, with the exception of four years spent in 
theological and language studies :tt Athens. 

From Egypt he moved to the Untied Stales, and 
during his stay of three years visited many Stales. 
1 ne United States being a pan of the See of Antioch, 
the three years he spent there made him eligible lor 
election |u the Bishopric. Sic was elected during his 
absence there and was elevated, tin mediately upon 
his return. l> now Deputy Patriarch, hot is not 
on very good terms with the" Patriarch whose fellow- 
travelling proclivities he openly deplore.-;. Appointed 
Bishop in the Argentine and left Syria June I95& 

Speaks English and French well. 

A friendly, lolcram man Popular with the 
younger members of the community on account of 
hi-, woadrni tided and progressive outlook on 

social affairs. 

114. Tahtia. Said 

Horn 19:14, Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Privately 
educated At one time employed us .« teacher in 
Bagdad in elementary schools 

Pre^dem of "* Arab Society of Fine ArL” 

Father- in-law nl Walid M ajcd. “ chef du Froio 
eok” at the Ministry ol Foreign Affair- Kfiuwrt 
to tw an ardent feilow-lravelkc and prominent 
member Of Joed ** Peace" Committee. Attended 
i!i. Warsaw Conference and has recently been active 
in producing anti-Western cariboos for Commu nisi- 
sponsored local newspapers and magazine*. Wav 
Chairman of the Congress of Peace Partisans which 
met at Damascus m i 954. 

II?. Tara/i. Hu lidL Dr, 

Bom in Damascus in 1901. Sunni Mredcm. 

Studied medicine ul the Syrian i nrvci-vily. Ap¬ 
pointed Inspector of Health in Damascus anil repre- 
-ciiEed Syria ;ii the International Healdi Conference 
,il Gene va in I94S. 

Appointed Secretary-Genera I of the Mintalrv of 
Health in DS4. 

116. T Af*A t Safafruddin* Dr. 

Bom in Dnrna*cm in 1917, Sunni Moslem. 

Unmarried. Studied at the "Frtf« w Sdiocl in 
Damascus and then m the French Law Faculty in 
Beirut, obtaining j do. nirate in law, Practised js 
lawyer in Damascus, Appointed Secretary nl Syrian 
l.o.:atiun. m Paris and acted as adviser lo ihe Syrian 
Deltft.ilion Ut U.N, General \s+einHv in 194$, An* 
pointed Counsellor at Ministry of Foreign Affair*. 
JVJ't; Director oil Administrative and Legal Affaire 
and Director nf Political Affaire. 1950. 

He represented Syria at Fifth Session of U-\. 
Gcncrui Assembly, Appointed Syrian Charge 
d' Vifaucv ul Rruvs.ds ami attain represented Syria at 
United Nation*. l'»54 Returned m Damascus in 
I95A and up pointed Secret aty-Gcnerat of Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, 

He live* with his -.i ,',t. FalLak Tlra/i. who i% Ltn 
ardent Peace Partiian He himself lias pronounced 
Left-wing tendencies, Speaks excellent English. 
Agreeable to meet, but not usualtv very helpful, ors 
‘ccinjnr of hn pronounced auti-We-.t bias. 

I 17, Tiysarj. Sami 

Barn in Homs in about iwy* Suimi Modem 
Came* of a humble fumQv Took a degree in 
ntedkitw in Fnncc Minister of Health : m f 
\cirv Mini-act ,.f Public Works in the Cabinet 
form hv Klaalid a I Arm on 27th March, 19*1 
Appointed Minhtcr of Education in On id ament 
formed on m June, 1952. Resigned on forma turn 


at new Government in July 1953. Seems well 
disposed towards United Kingdom* which he 
stMied ;i:> a British Council sistmr at the end of 
1952. Did not .stand in 1954 elections. 

I Hi, Til law i. Said 

Born in Homs, 1912. Sunni Mnsieiu, A distant 
relative by marriage of President QuwatLL by 
whom he was appointed as a secretary al the 
Presidency in 1943. Removed from post in 
1945 by Muhsin flarazi h then Secreuify-Gcneral of 
the Pfesadescy, for exploiting his position, Took to 
jioufiuti.sni as a partner in a newspaper subsidised 
by Uuwatli and later took over another pro-Ouw&Ui 
paper ki Ftiihu. Imprisoned by iluiiii Zuim after 
ihn irsj coup ii'tutl but eo-opcratcd with the regime 
.ifter his release. When the People's Party earn.’ to 
power Tillawi wis m trouble again "and was 
imprisoned for offence* against the Press Law, His 
paper w.i* regarded as the unofficial mouthpiece 
al General slut .-.as. Li's, regime and as such received 
financial and moral support, 1'jllawi attacks Britain 
regularly and unscrupulously; what short of 
materia 1 he turns hi* at ten I ion* to ifie United Suites 
and France. He also attacks Iraq and the friend- 
ship of the Hashemite* with Britain arid is pro- 
Egyptian. He employs a fellow-traveller us editor 
C .in write well in a forceful style. 

niuwt is loud and uncouth, drinks to excess and 
iii- moral* cause raised eyebrows even amongst his 
colleagues. 

119. Trabuld, Dxai 

tkirri HR L Damascus, Sunni Moslem. Graduate 
of La cue 1 ranco-Arabc, and of School of Law ol 
Syrian University. Obtained a doctorate of law and 
a ixrliilCfttc in p,diih.il science at Paris, Practised 
Uw, 1934 to 19Vi. In 1938 appointed to Ministry 
of f inance. 1946-19+71 lecturer on linance at 
School til Law, Damascus. 1948; Government 
representative at Exchange Control Office, Then 
became Secretary-General at the Ministry of Maumee 
uiuii he resigned at the end of 1954 to become 
manager in Damascus of the Ak-y Bank. Me was 
appointed! Governor of the Central Bank or Syria 
ui 1955, J 

\otlmr of two books, one on ayticultumt develop- 
m.-rn in Syria iin Frenchh the other on finance. 

No pdrlical aflifialioris, U an able and influential 
civil servant. 

E 20. Zedmirfdin, l a rid 

Rorti abiHit 1905. A Druse of Lebanese origin. 
Studied al American University, Beirut, specialising 
in economies, and laier continued bis studies: in, 
England and France (Doctor of Law. Paris. 1932). 
Acquired Syrian national iiv and joined (he 
National isi Woe. j M July 1938 appumted 
AsvuLml Lfiulcr ScereUu3 of State in the Ministry 
j f-'iciyri Affaire, After fall of Nationalist 
Government, went to Beirut Was a prom incut 
member of the Arab Club iii Damascus, the centre 
-'i pro-Nn /1 intrigue In |94(MI is believed to have 
been go-between for the Italian Annislice Commis¬ 
sion and Shiikn Quwutli, Arrested by Allies and 
interned until I943 r Director-General of Supply 
>M *?» ".'jSS-ssnlvr l«44. Syrian fcpwasiSlw 
on General Supplv Council, March 1944 Fxrvrt lo 
&rnun delegation to U NO Conference at San 
I raiKLseo, April 1 L, 45, Syrian rcprevent.ilise on 
ih-cliisimary Ctnnminee and member of dcWliun 
to L.N.O Conference in London November"!945. 
H believed to have lined his pockets while at 
■ it j'S r ' ' [ ^pf 1 l-V • A ppoi nted M in is ter to Moscow 
:h 1 *47. Member t.if Syrian nMegaiJcn lo U-N.O, 
Aprd and September l^+j. niid again in 1950. 
Appointed lic.id of ihc Pcmunent Syrian, Delega¬ 
tion to the Untied Nations in June 1951 in place of 
hares al Kbeniri (<;.t* P ). When the permanent ddega- 
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tion was temporarily abolished al the end of 3951. 
he w« appointed Syrian Minister in Wa&htnglon. 
but was later reappolnlcd head of the reconstituted 
delegation Appointed Minister (later Ambassador) 
in Washington: on 20ch October. 1951 being 
accredited also to Mexico in November. Quarrelled 
in 1953 with Ahmad Shukairi. who became Acling 
Head of the Syrian delegation in I*>54 

U xvnophobc In general and in the past was 
pronouncedly Attglophobe: hi^ altitude towards the 
Briio.h rtow ii not dear, but he has not ceased lo 
resent his intern merit in MJeh-Mieh. He Sj.ti become 
the mouthpiece in the United States of the Arab case 
against Israel, to the extent that the State Depart¬ 
ment have had to cold-shoulder him. Me and bis 
wife speak excellent English and French 
121. Zartiiitaria. Leon 

Bom in Aleppo in 1904. Greek OtlhoLlox, -Ob¬ 
tained law degree from .Syrian University in 1929. 
Became Dean of the Bar m Aleppo. Member of 
Nationalist, Party. Minister of Finance in Sabri 
Assah’s Government, February' T° August 1955, 
Deputy far Aleppo. 

Uprscht and agreeable, but noi seriously ini ere sled 
in politics. 


121, 7,a ri|a T Mustafa. Shaikh 

Bora in Aleppo in 1904, Sunni Moslem, 

Sludied ac the French " I rercs “ School and the 
Sharia College in Alcpw, Oblaiaod the 13aoca 
laureat from the Syrian Univervuy in 1420 and the 
law degree in 1933. Studis'd -Sharia and Islamic 
Law at Fuad I University in Cairo, where he was 
awarded a “ Doctor of Law " degree. 

Practised as a lawyer in Aleppo in 1953. Taught 
Sharia Law at the Sharia College in Ateppo in 193S 
and in 1944 ay* iranfifcrred lo the Syrian University 
m Damascus, where be was appointed Profeswir nf 
Iconic Law arid Arab Literature. 

Represented Syria at the Elamite Conference held 
in Karachi m February 1951. and at the Islamic 
Studies Conference held in Paris in July S95L 
Formerly belonged to the Nationalist Party and 
the Islamic Woe. but has now joined the CoriSli- 
Luttomil hioc. 

Deputy for Aleppo in the prevent Parliament, 
Made Minister of Justice m the Government 
formed by Sabri Ayiih on June 14, 1956. 

A courteous, cultured Arab of the old ichool- 
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SYRIA: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Sir John Gardener to Mr , Selwyn Lloyd. (Received September 17\ 


(No, 142, Confidential! Damascus, 

Sir, September 6 „ 1956. 

Wilh reference to my despatch No, 127 
of the 12th of November, 1955, I have the 
honour to transmit herewith the Annual 
Report on Heads or foreign Missions 
accredited to Syria. 

1 have, &c. 

J. GARDENER, 


Enclosure 

\ Passages marked t.s iLh an asterisk arc reproduced 
from previous report?:- The symbol § means 
formerly Minister.) 

Argent i oh 

M, Juan Carlos Coartum, Charge d'Altai res 
(May 8, 195(>). 

A career member of the Argentine Foreign Service 
who has served mostly in Europe ami Morocco and 
married to a t -ranch wife. About 1946 he fell 
foul of the Perbn regime and left the Service With 
The change of rdgime he has rejoined and Damascus 
is his lir.it post, 

A very pleasant and friendly colleague. 

Braril 

M. Mario Santov Minister (July 3, 1952), 
‘Served pro iously in Australia. 1 hough seldom 
jeen, be is well known as an eccentric Spends his 
iline buying oriental objects which will, he declares, 
make hia Fortune on resale (free of customs) in 
Brazil- {Written in 1954,) 

Bulgaria 

M Christo Dimitrov. Minister (August IS, I9S6I 
Has been here too short a time to judge. He is 
rather a more intellectual type than his predecessor. 

Chile 

M. Jean Suycgh. Charge Consuiaire, a.i. I March 
27. 19561. 

Egypt 

rvl. Mahmoud Rind. Ambassador {March 2b. 

•Lfmil his appointment here (and possibly stillt 
a regular arm) olikcr, Bis Iasi appointment was 
Head oS the Arab Allairs section o: the I ayptian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and lie Itas served on 
the Egyptian delegation to ilie United Nations from 
lime to lime. 

* A fervent supporter of ihe presem military 
regime in Egypt. Able and hard-working. Both 
he and tits wife speak English and arc pleasant to 
mccl. It is quite possible that basically be is not 
anti-British. (Written in 1955.) 
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Fim 

M. Claude A chide Clarac. Ambtmadof (Apr it 7. 
(955), 

Unlike hk predecessor M. Chirac is not Anglo- 
phobc. Left its himself 1 am sure he would be 
friendly and co-operative on I he official as well 05 
the personal plane, but I rather think his orders 
from the Quai d'Orsay to maintain Frances 
’ L special " position make it difficult for him to 
follow his personal tendency. 

Personally he is very friendly and understanding 
and speaks English well and willingly. He is 
unmarried, 

German Federal Republic 

M Ham Joachim von dcr Esch, Minister (Octo¬ 
ber 14, 3952), 

•He was wdl known in Egypt for some years 
before the wax and 1 understand that while 
ostensibly representing a German engineering firm 
jjid allegedly having a penchant for desert explora¬ 
tion, he wax m fact preparing ihc way for the 
German Long-Range Desert Group. I find him 
intelligent and Agreeable. His Swedish wife is 
particukitrly charming. (Written in 1953.) 

Holy See 

MonsigiKir Paolo Pappuhrdo (May 21, 1953). 
’The first Papal representative accredited here, 
Was previously In a similar post for socne eight 
years in Tehran- l have only just met him. 
(Written in 1953-1 

T ls still little seen and tfu.i little is not impressive. 
(Written in 1954 .i 

"Has been in Italy on sick leave for tong periods. 
(Written in 1955.) 

Hungary 

M. KaroSy Bonyhadi. Chargd d'Affaires (May 13. 
19541. 

‘His previously served in Ankara Seems 
pleasant and has some sense of humour. Speaks 
French. (Written m 1954.) 


M Muhanmd Zein Htnu, Charge d'Athjires 

(March 22. 1956). 

U hardily seen anywhere and has not called oh me 

or apparently anyone else, 

frtn 

M, Hussain Diba, Minister (December 3, 1955), 

In present circumstance* a very pleasant and 
agreeable colleague though not, 3 would say, very 
able Almost certainly anli-Soviet. 

Ha and his very friendly wife speak good French 

Iraq 

M. Abdul-) aid si Rawi, Minister (August 2. 195-1) 
* A profession;! I diplomatist who has served at 
several po.ns in Arab countries and as Minister- 
( ounsdlor in Washington. He and his wife speak 
go ,<4 English and. (hough staunch luiionalkls, 
item to he well-disposed towards us. (Written m 
1954) 
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♦Our otHoperation has developed very saiis- 
f acton tv. As an Arab he has had access lO 
sources of information amt has been able to take 
action in a manner impossible for a non-A mb. In 
this, way has co-operation has been invaluable. 
(Written in 1955.J 

Italy 

M. Luigi SilvcslrcHi. Ambassador (March 29, 
1956). 

A rather stiff, pompous person of mimed Italian 
and Germuri blood, Like his predecessor he likes 
to gain information without offering anything in 
feturrt He is not, 1 should think. pro-British. 

His wife* who is French wirh some British 
ton flections, is a rather masterful though pleasant 
type busily occupied in shepherding their four 
adolescent (and charming) daughters. 

All the family arc good at languages, 

Jordan 

M. Sharif Hamid Sa-itd et£ Din. Munster (May 10. 
1956 k 

I have found it very diffcult to establish any sort 
of intimate relations with Sa'iid rd Din though we 
Were colleagues in Kabul- He is not. 1 aiu certain* 
very intelligent. During recent phase of bringing 
Jordan and Syria together I have found him 
unhelpful and uncommunicative, 

PiiUnd 

M, Stefan Wtlskt. Minuter (August IS. 1956). 

[ have met M. Wilski twice only, He appears 
quite intelligent and a man of culture. Speaks 
French, 

Saudi Arabia 

Sheikh Abdul Ari/ ibn Zcid, Ambassador 
{August 9 4, 1952), 

1 Doyen of the Corps Although he nominally 
live* in Damascus, he spends most of the winter 
in Beirut. Speaks no European language. A frail, 
tick nun who looks, and behaves* hire a living 
corpse. (Written in 1951.) 

•Recent events have somewhat forced him into 
the limelight and he ippcnr* U> have been actively 
pursuing his country 4 ! interests. which are- - 
unfortunately opposed to our own. At the repre- 
sanative of the centre of Islam and of a money- 
dispensing nation, he is now a personality here. 

Our personal relations, which date back to 1943. 
remain good, (Written in 1955.) 

Saiki Unfair 

SM Scrguei S. Nemichina. Ambassador (Febru¬ 
ary 16* 19561. 

‘Born in Leningrad in 1906. Served in Paris 
before becoming Soviet Minister in Bangkok in 
1947, Left there in 1950 md w«s a member of 
various Soviet delegations to international con¬ 
ference* subsequent to his appointment tu Damascus, 
{Written in 1954.) 

“An affable colleague who attends social events 
but does not entertain himself. He seems high- 
powered for his present appointment and his arrival 
here may indicate a growing Soviet interest in Syrian 
ulTaira. He and his wire ^vA French with a strong 
accern. [Written in 1954,) 

A* a result of the present anti-West policy of 
Syria. M. NtflUchina has now become an influential 
man. courted by all the Syrians He is exploiting 
his situation with energy' and intelligence. Curiously 
enough, h ln wife, who is commonly held to he the 
senior partner (both officially as well n personally), 
has been away in Russia for some time. 


Spain 

Scnor Juan Jose Pradcra* Ambassador (August 
23. 1956). 

A new arrival with strong interests in journalism. 
Speaks French with □ strong accent. 

Turkey 

M, Adman Rural. Minister (March 36. 19551. 

•A very able, charming person who. since his 
arrival, has asperated fully with this Embassy. 
Speaks excellent French and good English. (Written 
in 1955.) 

Doited Slates 

Mr. James S. Mouse. Jr., Ambassador (Septem¬ 
ber 30. 1952), 

*Hc has served in a wide variety of Middle 
Eastern posts and was previously here as Counsellor. 

I have always found him most sensible and. co¬ 
operative. His wife is an agreeable lady, (Written 
in 1953.) 

*A most loyal co-operative colleague with great 
knowledge of Syria and the Middle East generally 
and whose judgment is sound. (Written in 1955.) 

Yugoslavia 

Dr. Skvfco /.ore. Minister (May 12, 1955), 
•Talkative but unimpressive. (Written in 1955). 

Keddtnl in Ankara 

Finland 

M. Bruno Kmkoski. Minister (September R. 1954). 

Resident in Beirut 

(Those marked with a dogger have Secretaries 
or Attaches) 

Austria 

M. Kurt Farbowsky. Charge d'A flakes (May 14. 
1955). 

tRtlginm 

M. Fernand Seynacrve. Minister (October 27. 1952). 

fC/cehoslovAia 

Dr Joseph Zabok risky, Minister (June 1956). 
Greece 

M Georges St, Scfcriitdes. Minister (March 5, 
1953). 


Netherlands 

Dr Robert H. van Guhk. Minister (August 23* 
1956). 

■h^ ^ J'f 

M, Egbert dc Gruffer lied. Munster [July 23. 1956). 

Resident in Cairo 

Denmark 

M. Christian D. Hollcn Eggcrl, Minister (May 26, 
1956). 

F rhinpia , 

M A to Marcos Hanna* First Secretary. Charge 
d'AifakcS, tf.r* (August 3- (953). 

Japan 

M Yulaka Tsuchidfc* Minister (May S. 1956k 


Norway 

Mr. C hristian PruM Rcusdi, Minister (October 
19541. 
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Kesidtul in Jedda 


Afg^ianixiaa 

M Sa id Muhatnaii Zakiirii. Minister (June 9, 
1956), 
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